_ 
CPs Lt 


THE 8 


oy” Obſerved through 


SEVERAL AGES: 


Towards this 


NATION, 


In introducing the 


True Religion 


And then, 


In the Defence of it, i the 
PEOPLE in their RIGHTS and 
LIBERTIES, whilſt other King- 
doms are raviſhed of theirs, as our 
Counſellors deſigned for Us. 


| By the Late Slingsby Bethel Eſq; 
The Second Edition. 


LONDON, Prinred by F. D. for Andzew Bell 
'| ar the Croſt-keys and ,Bible in Cornhil, near 
Stocks-market, 1697. 
Price bound 1 -. 


—_—_— 


— : 
7 _—, je ” >» 4 
4 c 4% Vs » 
» : me &Y OZ * 4+ 6 
- ws 2 - ("> 
% . : : f\ 4 
. ” o& —— 
Wy "RE 


8% 
- 4 Ll 
Fa % 


Providences of. G O Dl | 


4 
| 


" 
4 J 
= 


Advertiſement. 
"HIS Book was writ and pub- 


liſhed about 3 or 4 Years ſmce 
by Slingsby Bethel Eſq; Sheriff of 
London about the Year 1680. whoſe 
unparallel'd Honeſty and Courage im 
thoſe wicked Times ought to ereft him 
an Immortal Statue in the Hearts of 
all True Engliſh-men. He thought 
not fit for ſome Reaſons to put his 
Name to it ; but ſuppoſing thoſe may 
be removed by hs Death, and that this 
Book may be of further Uſe to all 
who have any Love for their Countrey, 
tis thought fit to expoſe it again to 
the World. 


. -BOORXS printed for Andrew Bell, 
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READER. 


Here being found amongit us 
a certain ſottiſh Generation, 
who, out of love to Slavery, 
and hatred to our Legal and Natural 
Riots, do diſown any Miſcarriape 
or Error im the Mmiſters and Inſtru- 
ments of the two laſt Reions ; Tthought . 
it neceſſary to make ſome Obſervations 
upon the Tranſaftions of thoſe Times, 
to the end to raiſe. our Hearts to a 
thankful Admiration of God's Grace 
Al and 


To the Reader. 
aud Goodneſs, ws preſerving us. in our 
Privileges by bis over-ruling Hand 
of Providence, through many Ages, 
whilſt other Kingdoms have been ra- 
Viſhed of theirs ; and to diſcourage the 
like Attempts againſt us for the future, 
by Men of ambitious, ſelfiſh and de- 
praved Principles. And becauſe If 
know this will meet with many Ene- 
mies, who, as concerned, will be ready 
to cavil at it, T have for the farther 
Proof of the Subjeft Matter relating 
to the two laſt Reigns, and the Iniquity 
of them, annexed hereunto two Aﬀ-}ſ 
davits, which, together with the un-}ſ 
contradifted Information of that emi-Y | 
nently honeſt Captam Henry Wil - 
kinſon, 4 true Sou ( tho no Bigot ) « 
of the Church of England, will, If / 


ſuppoſe 


To the Reader. 
r || ſuppoſe, be ſufficient to make good 
d Þf the Truth of what is here ſuggeſted : 
;, | In oppoſition to thoſe that make it 
i= Þ| their work to magnify the evil Inſtru- 
be | ments of the late Times, recommen- 
-, | ding them undeſervedly to Places of 
e- | greateſt Truſt. And if any deſire 
If farther Satisfa&ion concerning the 
e- | four laſt Kings, I refer them for 
dy | James the Firſt, to that Book called, 
2x | The Court of King James, writ 
wo | by Sir Anthony Welden, who be- 
ty ing a Courtier, writ his Knowledg 
H-N and Experience. For Charles the 
n-f| Firſt, to Ruſhworth's Authentick 
;-M Colletions. For Charles the Second, 
il-J and James the Second, to that Book 
called, The Diſplay of Tyranny, 
8 Firſt and Second Part : where you will 
find 


To the Reader. 
find named the Judges, Juries, Wit. 


neſſes and Counſel, made uſe of inþ 


ſeveral Trials upon Life and Death, 
as well as for pretended Miſdemeanors ; 
ſome of which Verdifts have been 
fmmce reverſed by A& of Parliament, 
declaring ſeveral Men murdered ; and 
ſome of the Verdifis for Miſdemeanours, 
reverſed by Judgment in the Houſe 
of Lords, to the Credit of the Suffe- 
rers, but little tg. the Credit of thoſe 
Judges, Juries, Witneſſes and Counſel, 
who found them guilty. The Witneſſes 
meet with their juſt Reward, being 
rendred deſpicable m the Eyes of the 
People ; whilſt the Judges, Juries and 
Counſel are moſt partially not ſo much 
as reflefted upon, tho moſt of all vil. 
lanouſly faulty, m a mercenary unjuſt 


wreſting 
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To he Reader. 
wreſting both Law and Evidence 
in favour of the King, beyond the 
Intention of the Law, or What 
the Words of the Witneſſes could 
naturally or genumely bear ; as what 
Mr. Shepherd ſaid in Alderman 
Corniſh's Cafe, &c. to the Rame 
5, of ſome, and Murder of others ; find- 
ſe Ying Mr. Bethell guilfy of a Riet, 
- when he was not upon the place, and 
ſe Y without Evidence that he was ſo much 
[, Nas there; be baving bad four Wit- 
es Nineſſes to prove be was elſe-where at 
'o that time, who could not be called, 
be ito bis great Damage : and tho this 
,d Epretended Riot is ſince reverſed by the 
-þ | Houſe of Lords, as unrighteous and 
1. Yrmuſt, be and his fellow-Sufferers, are 
oft (©3 the AF of Grace, left unrelievable, 


ng except 


To the Reader. 


except by Proceſs againſt the King, 
for their Fines paid into the Exche- 
quer, which might prove tedious and 


chargeable, 


OBsER 
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OBSERVATIONS of ſe- 
wveral Extraordinary Pro- 
VIDENCES towards this 
Nation. 


S it is the Duty of Man to con- 
template the various Diſpenſa- 
tions and Workings of God in 


the World ; ſo no Country un- 
der Heaven affords more Matter than Eng- 
land, for raiſing our Souls to the higheſt Ad- 
miration of his Greatneſs and Goodneſs, 
and that as well in reference to Civils as 
Spirituals. 

To look no further back than William the 
Firſt, who ſome call Conqueror ; the Mercy 
of the Lord towards this Nation hath ever 
ſince been to a Miracle in preſerving their 
Rights and Privileges through ſo many Ages 
and Reigns of Covetous and Ambitious 
Princes, who never wanted eyil Counſellors 
0 join with them for Arbitrary Power and 

overnment ; they knowing that he that 
makes no Conſcience of cozening the Com- 
B munity 


(2) 
munity for whoſe Good he is ordained, 
muſt ſuffer them in their degree to cozen 
him as he doth the other : and tho we find, 
they have for the moſt part firſt or laſt, 
fail 'd in their Attempts, it hath not fright- 
ned others from the like Deſigns ; the Ex- 
amps of Gaveſtone, Lords Spencers, &c. in 
former times; nor of Strafford and Laud 
ſince, being any caution to thoſe whoſe 
Pride and Covetouſneſs over-ballanced ſuch 
Precedents And it's no wonder, that all 
times ſhould furniſh bad Kings with evil 
Counſellors, there being more Men in. the 
World of Parts without Honeſty, than there 
are of both Parts and Honeſty ; and more 
of Honeſty without Parts than of the 
other two : whoſe Weakneſs the firſt makes 
uſe of to ſupport themſelves in their Ty- 
rannical Practices. And, tho through Mercy, 
we do at preſent injoy our Liberties, the 
Preſervation of them, from the firſt William 
down to this time, hath been almoſt by 
perpetual Conteſts with our Kings and their 
pernicious Inſtruments. And it's to be 
wiſhed that the like may be prevented in the 
future, by afſerting our Rights beyond 
Diſpute, whilſt we have a King ſo juſt as 
will not oppole it : and alſo, that all the 
Arbitrary, Illegal, Irregular and Bloody 
Mcthods uſed in the late Times, for impri- 


| Toning (by dzmanding exceſlive Bail, to 


delude 
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delude the Habeas Corpus Aft, ſo much ha- 
ted by our Arbitrary Men) Fining, Whip- 
ping, and taking away the Lives of Men, 
may be effetually damned, to prevent the 
bringing them into Precedent hereafter, 
there bel::g yet nothing done to that end. 
In Times of Popery, the Clergy ( who 
are always governed by their ſeparate In- 
tereit ) owning the Pope for their Head, 
were tenacious of their Engliſh Privileges, 
equal to any, and from thence were the 
greateſt Supporters oi them, and the greateſt 
Checks to our aſpiring Princes, for which 
reaſon they were then {ſo much honoured 
and adored : but ſince the Retormation in 
Religion hath changed their Intereſt, in 
making them dependent upon. the Crown, 
from whence iſſue all their Preferments., 
they have been the greateſt Flatterers of 
our Princes, and Enemies ro our Engliſh 
Liberties ; it being hard for a Flatterer to 
be an honeſt Man. And this may be 
made an additional Reaſon to Dr. Eachatad's 
ſeveral Cauſes of the preſent Contempt of 
the Clergy : for as it's natural ro Mankind 
to reverence thoſe from whom they receive 
Good ; ſo on the contrary, to have an Aver- 
ſion to thoſe from whom they derive theit 
Miſeries- And tho Statiſts would mono- 
polize, beyond contradiction, all Knowledg 
in Government to themſelves as a Defente 
| RB 2 for 
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for their evil Practices; the wiſer ſort of 
Men, of both Parts and Honeſty, ſee cally 
through their Tricks, and the reſt feel 
where the Shoe pincheth.. And in truth, 
Politicians without Honeſty, are but like 
Mountebanks on a Stape, to cheat the Igno- 
rant : For, as King James the Firſt uſed to 
ſay, Honeſty is the beſ# Policy ;, and whether 
he had the Vertue to follow his own Maxim, 
he was able to judg of what was good and 
vertuous. And ſurely all Governments thrive 
beſt, that make Honeſty the Rule ; not only 
as a Bleſſing of God may be expetted from 
JTuch Proceedings, but alſo from Natural 
and Human Reaſon; the worſt of Men liking 
Honeſty beſt in others, tho they do not 
practiſe it themſelves. And therefore all 
Vertuons Princes will be careful to make 
choice of Counſellors of upright and juſt 
Principles, as ſuch may be well known by 
their Creatures: for if their Favourites are 
Men of immoral, depraved and debauched 
Lives, as to Tyranny and Oppreſlion, they 
muſt be the ſame in their own Nature ; 
and who they are that are ſuch, the late 
Times have ſo ſufficiently diſcovered, as is 
beyond concealing. 

And now, as this may ſerve to raiſe our 
Hearts in a thankful Remembrance to Al- 
mighty God for Temporal Mercies ; ſo I 
ſhall obſerve that which is of greater Con- 

cern, 
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cern, our Eternal Being, which requires 

our moſt ſerious Meditations ; as, That the 

Lord by his over-ruling Hand of Providence 
| ſhould make a profeſſed Enemy to the Truth, 
Henry the 8th, his firſt Inſtrument of bring- 

| ing us out of Darkneſs into Light, cannot 
; ve ſufficiently admired ; who being followed 
» | by that Miracle of Piety, eſpecially for his 
| ÞN Ape, Edward the 6th, he made ſo grounded 
- a Reformation in his ſhort time, that his 
/ © mercileſs and perſecuting Succeſſor of the 
1 F Popiſh Communion, could not get totally 
l fl over in her Reign, but was forced to leave 
B Win a great meaſure his Pattern of Church- 
T I Government for Queen Elizabeth to pro- 
ll FF ceed upon ; which had he lived, would. in 
Ce Wall probability have been more perfect, 
It Þ he ſeeming to have been inſpired with an 
Y Fholy Spirit for Reformation, in purging 
'e Wthe Church from all the fulſom Dregs 
2d FEand Rubbiſh of Popiſh Superſtition and 
& Mildolatry: And the cutting ſo early the 
2 > EE Thread of his Life, before he had accom- 
pliſhed his Deſign, gives us great cauſe 
to reckon it a Judgment of God upon 
his Nation for their Sins. And we have 
the more reaſon to believe his pious Inten= 
tions, becauſe Dr. Heyliz (a late Cham- 
plon for the Church of England eſtabliſhed 
dy Law, and Biſhop Laxd's great Creature) 
ells us in his Preface to his Church- 
B 3 Hiſtory, 
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Hiſtory, ( at leaft to this Effect) That 
was 0 Infelicity zo the Church that he was 
taken away, otherwiſe be had ſurely reduced 
Epiſcopacy ro Primutroe Inſtitution, &c. And 
ſince the Doctor could nor be igaorant that 
the Papiits were violently ſuſpected to be 
the Authors of his Death, we may by this 
obſerve the Doctor and his Patrons Incli- 
nations. | , 

Queen Elizaberb%s Preſervation in the 
Tower in the time of her Impriſonment, is 
a remarkable Providence not to be forgot ; 
that when her bloody Siſter had deſigned 
her Death, ſhe ſhould be preſerved by King 
Philip (Queen Mary's Husband ) who had 
not at thar time ( beſides his Queen) his 
Fellow in Chriſtendom for Cruelty and Per- 
{ecution of the Reformed; and was moved 
to the ſame, not by Bowels of Compaſlion, 


but upon a Politick Account, That ſhould 


Queen Mary die Childiefs, as it ſeems he 
feared, Queen El:zzabetb being out of the 
way, the Queen of Scots, a Papilt, would 
come to the Crown ; who bcing inſeparably 
joyned in League with France, they both 
might be too hard for Spain + and that his 
Lenity towards Queen Elizabeth could be 
upon no other ſcore, appears by putting his 
Eldeſt Son to Death for no other cauſe, 
than being roo mercifully inclined towards 
Te Proteſtants in the Netherlands, And 
| fn 2H i thus 
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C93 
thus the Lord wrought for us when we 
could not help our ſelves, in bringing her 
to the Crown, and preſerving her throvgh 
her whole Reign againſt the perpetual Plots 
and Endeayours of the Papiſts for the de- 
ſtroying her. Having ever ſince remarka- 
bly blaſted that great Monarchy, in bringing 
it down from the top of Dominion, to be 
leſs than their Neighbours, whom formerly 
they deſpiſed 3 as if the Lord did not think 
ſo great a Power exerciſed againſt his Peo- 
ple, fit to be entruſted in the Hands of un- 
merciful Men. 

Queen Elizabeth having in her Father's 
and Siſter's Times (tho averſe to the groſs 
Idolatry of Rome) imbibed too great a 
liking of the gaudy Splendor of the Church, 
infomuch that the pious Reformers of that 
Age could not bring her to that height of 
Reformation they deſired, as appears by 
Dr. Burnet's ( now Biſhop of Salwbury ) 
Letter from Zurick in Switzerland : had it 
not pleaſed God in his Providence to fur- 
niſh her with wiſe and moderate Tounſel- 
lors, as Sir Thomas Smith, Sir Nicholas Bacon, 
Lord Burley, Sir Francis Walſingham, Earl 
of Eſſex, and Sir Walter Rawlezgh, &c. ſhe 
might have proved more ſevere againſt the 
then Diſſeners than ſhe was : but havin 
had a true Love to the People of England, 
and particularly to the City of London, 
B 4 ( which 
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( which ſcarce any of her four Succeſſors 
have ſince had) ſhe reigned moderately 3 
ſome of thoſe Acts of Parliament made in 
her time, and ſince wreſted againſt Diſſen- 
ters, 'being intended only againſt Papiſts, 
Piety was by her and her Counſellors en- 
couraged 3 all Debauchery, Blaſphemy, 
Atheiſm and Profaneneſs diſcountenanced ; 
Honours, Places of Profit or Penſions never 
beſtowed otherwiſe than for Merit ; by 
which all ſorts being provoked to the ſtudy 
of Vertue and generous Actions, Gentle- 
men were in that time in higher Eſteem, and 
of greater Intereſt, than many Noblemen 
at this day : the benefit of which we found 
in a Bleſſing upon all our Undertakings, 
the Nation not ſuftering the leaſt Diſhonour 
in any of their Actions during her Reign, 
tho ingaged in War upon the account of 
Religion with all her Neighbours; with 
Spain in defence of the Proteſtants in the 
Netherlands ;, with Scotland in the behalf of 
the. Reformation there 3 and with France 
in the aſliſtance of the Reformed in that 
Kingdom in Jreland againſt the Rebels 
there ; and at home 1n fuppreſling the per- 
petual Plots of the Papiits. And having 
prevailed in all places with a: ſmall, but 
well-managed Revenue ; extravagant Sa- 
lfaries, Fraud and Cozenage, unneceſſary 
Penſions, multiplying Offices and Officers 

t0 
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to gratify a Party for Popery and Arbr 
trary Government, not being then known 3 
her and her Peoples Intereſt being reckoned 
one, and not ſeparated, as our Courtiers 
have ſince done, ſhe became glorious through 
the World, ſo far as the Name of England 
was heard of; inſomuch, that in Honour 
of her, the Emperor of Muſcovia did yo- 
luntarily beſtow extraordinary Immunities 
upon the Engliſh Nation. 

When this Queen died, the Renown of 
England ſeems to have died with her ; for 
ſince her time, we have gone backward in 
Honour and Reputation, having received 
many Eclipſes : None of our four ſucceed- 
ing Kings, nor even Cromwel in his almoſt 
five Years Uſurpation, having any one glo- 
rious Action to boaſt of, ſave the Concern 
the laſt had for the Proteſtants Liberty in 
Piedmont ;, which, I confeſs, ought not to be 
forgot, tho his War with Spazn, and joining 
with France, 15 his Reproach. In thereby 
laying the Foundation of that King's pre- 
ſent Greatneſs, which 'is like to coſt us 
dear, eſpecially before we recover the Glory 
and Renown of good Queen Elizabeth's 
Days, which we then acquired by the Ver- 
tue and Ability of her, her Counſellors 
and Favourites, through the whole Admi- 
niſtration 3 and particularly in not expoſing 
Imployments to Sale, nor preferring Rela- 

tions 
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tions to Places they were not qualified for ; 
noryet ſuffering her Souldiers to be ſhirked 
upon by unreaſonable Defalcations, in 
receiving their Pay, buying their Clothes 
and Horſe-Furniture, under the vain No- 
tion of making the better Figure, &c. to 
the abating che Attivity and Bravery of her 
Military. Men, as hath in the two laſt 
Reigns, and never before been practiſed : 
For in our late Civil Wars, the Souldiers 
were ſo far from being ſhirked upon, that 
their Paymaſters durſt not abate them the 
leaſt odd Money, tho prelled thereto by 
the Receivers : and a greater Indication of 
Unfaithfulneſs, and Ingratitude in Miniſters 
and Favourites to a Prince, cannot be given, 
than by abuſing in ſuch manner his Fayour, 
and the Power he giveth them. 

Fames the Firſt was a Scholar, qualified 


for an Univerſity to make Harangues in the - 


Schools, but had nothing beſides to brag 
of, ſave Diſſi;nulation, which he called King- 
Craft, but was really his Blemiſh; in that 
by it he ſo far loſt all Reputation, except 
that of a Pedanr, that no Princes or States 
could confide in him : and for all his boaſted 
Cunning, was ever worſted in Foreign 
Treaties ; as in that with Spain about the 
Infanta ; with, the Emperor about the Pa- 
latinate with Holland about the Cautiona- 
ry Towns, not in delivering them up, for 

that 
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F at was but Juſtice, but in the Sum due to 
3s for them; and as a Proof of his great 
1 Kviſdom, he ſpent that in froitleſs Embaſſies, 
S Evhich good Queen El:zaberh did in glorious 
\rchievements. And therefore our flat- 
ering Clergy ( for their own ends ) ſtiling 
im a Solomon, was groundleſs, none ever 
having deſerved it leſs; his Diverſions 
therein he ſpent his time, not being the 
Care of his People, according to the Duty 
of his Calling, but in Hunting, Masking 
and Drinking, and to pleaſe the Ecclefi- 
aſticks, by making their Sabbath-days- 
Work eaſy ; in promoting the Profanation 
of that Day, in inviting the People by a 
Declaration to Sports and Games, when 
they ſhould have been either at Church, or 
at home, better employed ; as if the way 
to fit a People for Arbitrary Govern- 
ment, was firſt to make them Godleſs, 

which Maxim hath been ſince improved. 
This King whilſt in Scotland (that King- 
dom not affording Places of Profit, nor an 
over-plus of Revenue, ſufficient to corrupt 
a Party for Arbitrary Government ) did 
not attempt any ſuch thing there ; whereas 
had he had a Revenue to have wantoned 
with, ( againſt which Moſes adviſeth) they 
could not have preſerved their Rights and 
Liberties, it being impoſſible for a People 
to prevent Tyranny, whoſe Prince hath a 
ſuper- 
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ſuperabounding Revenue : And this Kipg 
was no ſooner removed to England, where 
he was furniſhed with both, than forgetting 
the Methods of Church, as well as State, he 
had been bred to in Scotland, aſpired ſo 
much to unlimited Dominton, as if he had 
never heard of any other Principles ; as ap- 
pears by his heftoring Speeches 1n Parlia- 
ment, tho yet, as occaſion ſerved, mixed 
with ſome Popular Expreſſions; as that 
when Kings do not govern according to 
Law, they ceaſe to be Kings, and become 
Tyrants, and conſequently abſolving there- 
by their SubjeCts,or to that effect, as is more 
fully to be ſeen in his Speech to the Lords 
and Commons in 1609. upon a Biſhop's 
offending them by a Sermon before him, 
magnifying ( as their Tribe uſe to do) his 
Prerogative beyond all bounds ; which oc- 
caſion may be reckoned to give the more 
Force and Energy to the King's aſlertaining 
this Truth, tho perhaps it might proceed 
from his cajoling way, knowing the gentle- 
natur'd Engliſh might be eaſily cozened 
with good Words; and that ſhould his 
Conceſſions be at any time made uſe of a- 
gainſt him, his depraved Party in Parlia- 
ment, who have no other Senſe than their 
Maſter's Will, would over-rule all, as they 
ever do the greateſt Antiquity, when con- 
trary to Court-Deſigns; as alſo I m”- 
ea 
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leaſt illegal aſſumed Practices as Precedents, 
tho noval, when for the advantage of the 
Court, to the Prejudice of the People : as 
appears by the two laſt Kings, paſſing by 
in their Choice of Sheriffs for the Counties, 
thoſe brought legally to them, out of which 
they are to make their Election, and chu- 
ſiog at large ſuch as they apprehended to 
ze moſt for their private Intereſt. And yet 
he King by Law, which no pretended 
Yractice to the contrary can make void, is 
zxpreſly by a judged Caſe, confined in his 
leCtion to the three legally preſented him ; 
he trangreſling of which Rule, this King 
lid not attempt : for notwithſtanding his 
o much brag of King-Craft, his Deſign for 
\rbitrary Government (a thing hard to be 
oncealed ) ſeems to have been diſcovered 
dy thoſe Noble Lords, who (as is ſaid) finding 
t known that ata Meeting they had drank to 
he Confuſion of the all-devouring Preroga- 
ive,thought it Prudenceeach of them to raiſe 
Regiment for the Service of the United 
etherlands, that under that pretence they 
night plauſibly retire into thoſe Countries, 
rom the Envy of the Court : but it was in 
hat Age the Happineſs of the People, that 
he King's Bravery lay only in his Tongue, 
, Mod that the Nation was not then over-run 
; With the Leproſy of Luxury and Licenti- 
 Duſneſs; nor the Eccleſiaſticks and Judges 
corrupted 
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+ & 
corrupted as they haye been ſince ;, ſo tha 
tho no Means or Tricks were negletted fe 
compaſſing his Ends, through Providendff 
he failed of his Deſign. His toſſing of Par 
liaments by Prorogations and Adjournmentiifl | 
for bringing them to his Bow, not doing hill 
Work; he projected, for raiſing of Mon 
(to ſupply the want of Parliaments ) tHilſl 
Dignity of Hereditary Baronets and ff ] 
induce Gentlemen of the beſt Quality mf © 
give Credit to this pernicious Invention bFl ! 
accepting of it, he gave them Precedend}ll * 
of all meerly Knights of the Bath, an £ 
ſingly Knights Batchelors, not being t! 

0 

n 

h 


younger Sons of Barons, of whom they hay 

no place; but to make the Title more y: 

luable and deſirable, he ingaged that t 

Number ſhould not exceed two hundret 

And all this under the Romantick Pretenc 

that every Perſon acc*pting hereof, ſhoulſ® 
be obliged to maintain a certain number 8 
Souldiers in /reland, to defend the Prot"! 
ſtants againſt the Papiits in that Kingdom 
and as a Badg of their Duty, adds a vlood 
Hand to their Coat of Arms; yet with thiſ*! 
Condition, that each paying 1000 /, into tl 
Exchequer, they ſhould be excuſed fro 
that Service : for notwithſtanding the pre 
tence in the Patent, it was meerly a Tric 
to get Money without Parliaments : As w: 
the conferring Titles upon Women ; Scot 
a 
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and JIriſb Titles upon Perſons not having 
any Lands in either Country, 4 thing not 
ratiſed before. And as to the Title of 
ard Baroner, 1t may be obſerved, that tho ir is 
pretended againſt Papiſis, thoſe of that 
f Religion were as forward to buy this Ho- 
MI nour as Others; and thus he defrauded the 
el People of the benefit of Parliaments, by ex. 
- of poſing ( for railing of Money ) this and all 
; of other Honours to fale, which hath been ever 
reckoned a Mark of a depraved and cor- 
rupt Government. Aud thus begun our 
governing by Tricks ( hardly. known be- 
+ fore) which continued till our preſent happy 
Change 3 but this according to the Maxim 
1 of our Law, That the King can do no Wrong, 
i muſt refer to his evil Council, and not to 
re hiraſelf. 
| This new Honour of Baronets was ſtruck 
at by ſeveral ſucceeding Parliaments, as ille- 
» (gal in the Inſtitution, as well as the End ; 
-M the firſt, in being hereditary without an- 
nexing it to ſome Place 3 and the latter, in 
Wdepriving the Nation of their Security in 
the uſe of Parliaments. But 1n a little time 
the Intereſt increaſed ſo much, in the: in- 
Wcreaſe of their Number, that nothing could 
Ebe done to diſannul this Project : for not- 
-Mwithſtanding the cajoling Promiſe of not 
 Mexceeding two hundred, no Limitation was 
Fobſcryed, the Number ( by falling the Price 
to 


We) 

to leſs than half, tho obliged to have a 
Receipt out of the Exchequer for the whole 
1000 1.) being increaſed to near, if not 
(above) a thouland. 

 Andin theſe and ſuch like ways this cele> 
brated Solomon ſpent a Reign of two and 
twenty Years, without bringing any Ho- 
nour to the Nation; but on the contrary, 
through evil Counſel, a Diminution of it 
to a great degree; and when he had fi- 
niſhed his Courſe, left his Precedents to his 
Son Charles the Firſt. 

This King, as no Man can deny, follow- 
ed his Father*s Steps, and in- an higher 
degree affected abſolute Monarchy, where- 
in being obſtinate, it was fatal to him : he 
was free from that open Diſſoluteneſs his 
two Succeſlors have been ſince guilty of; 
tho equal to them in Obſtinacy and Diſſi- 
mulation, as his ſeveral Appeals to'Heaven 
for the Integrity of his Actions do evince, 
For the Nation not being then arrived at 
that impudent Profaneneſs itisnow come to, 
the People were then modeſt in their Vices, 
compared with theſe Times ; yet Lewdneſs 
then, as it hath ever ſince, increaſed more 
and more, helped forward by Biſhop Laud's 
Advice, in diſcouraging Piety, and giving 
Encouragement to Dchauchery, by aſper- 
ſing ſober Men with Nicknames, as Puritans 
and Preciſians, &c. promoting Arminianiſm, 

the 
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the Do&trine of Paſſive Obethence and Non: 
Reſiſtance ;, and then, ſeconding this King's 
Father, in publiſhing another Book of 
Sports, giving Liberty on the Lord's-Day 
for , all, manner of Games, as Foot-balls, 
Cudgels, Dancing, &c. injoining the read- 
Ing It in the Churches, to the great Grief 
of all ſerious Chriſtians fearing God. 
His Garriage 1n the State was as offenſive 
as in the Church; he called Parliaments 
meerly to ſer e his awn turn. without any 
Eye to the Publick; and when they did 
but enquire into any Grievances, as the 
Death of his Father, who was violently 
ſaſpeted to be poiſoned, &c. they were 
readily diſſolved. And in Anno 1628, he 
forbid by Proclamation the ſpeaking of 
Parliaments ( a high Arbitrary At.) He 
paſſed indeed the Petition of Right, aſſer- 
ting the Peoples Liberties; but had no 
ſooner given his Conſent than he broke 
through all the Bounds of it, illegally 
forcing the Payment of Tunnage and 
Poundage, Ship-Money, Coat and Con- 
duct-Money, Knighrhood-Money 3 and im- 
priſoned Members for ſpeaking in Parlia- 
ments. To increaſe his Revenue, mono- 
polized ( contrary to Law ) moſt Comme- 
dities z made an extrajudicial uſe of the 
Star-Chamber, to the fining. and otherwife 
puniſhing Gentlemen withont cauſe 3 re- 
C moving 
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moving them, for their greater Vexation, 
out of their own Counties, to Priſons in 
other Countries; and, to prevent Com- 
plaints, had no Parliaments in twelve Years 
nor then, till compelled by the Troubles in 
Scotland to call one: For tho that Book, 
falſly intituled this King's, ( for which his 
Admirers Saint him) begins with his ſpon- 
taneous calling of the Parliament in 1640 ; 
that Chapter made one of .his own Party, 
upon the reading of it, throw the Book 
away, ſaying, Jf it begun with ſo known a 
Lie, nothing leſs could be expefted in it, and 
therefore would not read it. This Expreſ- 
fion ought tc be pardoned, the King not 
being concerned in it, both his Sons, the 
two laſt Kings, hzving confeſſed to the late 
Ear] of Anrglejea, thar their Father did not 
write the Book, but that ic was writ by 
Dr. Ganacy, efterwards Biſhop of Exeter, 
as hath been fince authentickly proved in 
Print by Dr. Walker, one of unqueſtionable 
Veracity., whom Dr. Gauden made privy to 
the writing of it; as alſo by the diſcovery 
of Dr. Gauder?: own Papers accidentally 
brought to light. 

He wreſted the Statute for Foreſts, to the 
Ruin of many, by the inlarging them : Hi 
Court was filled with Prieſts and Jeſuits : 
He carcfled the Heads of that horrid and 
odious Rebellion in Jreland, clapped up : 

Peace 
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Peace with them in order to bring thoſe 
Cut-throats into England. His Son Charles 
the Second confeſſed that the Ma: queſs of 
Antrim ( reckoned one of the mallacring 
c Rebels) acted by his Father's Commillion, 
- and upon that account, he had his Eſtate 
\. © reſtored him by the Court of Claims. He 
ſolicited the Duke of Lorain to bring his 
7, ore than ordinary rude and wicked Army 
1 Ml 1nto England and all this, beſides his de- 
af ferting Kechel after he had ſtirred them up 
4 £9 {tand upon their Defence, promiſing them 
E. Relief, to the ruin of the whole Proteſtanr 
ot Cauſe, as appears by the Hiſtory of the 
hel vicge of Rochel, which is worth the per- 

reſſ vling, being tranſlated into Engliſh, 
Theſe are but hints of ſome few of the 
by PraCtices In his time, which if not ſuffi- 
cient to ſuſpend ( according to the Romilh 
Rule) the Saznting him till after an hun- 
le dred Years, that his: Vertues may be for- 
got; thoſe that read Ruſhwortb's Collections, 
will find enough there for deferring the So- 
lemnization thereof : His Reign was ſo Ar- 
bitrary, that I remember it was commonly 
{aid,thar the ſtudying Proclamations (which 
made a Volume as big as a Church-Bible ) 
KM was more neceſſary for Lawyers than their 
Books : His endeavouring to impoſe a more 
ſuperſtitious and nearer approaching Litur- 
gy to Popery vpon the Church of Scorland 
G2 than 
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than ours in England, was the beginning of 
his Troubles; wherein he was as much out 
in his Politicks as in any of his other Ati- 
ons 3 for it could not be well expected, that 
they, who had ſwept their Church as clean 
from all the Rubbiſh of Kowe, as Geneva it 
ſelf, and more zealous and refined in their 
DoCtrine than they, would be eaſily im- 
poſed upon in Matters of Religion :. But 
it was the Pride of Biſhop Land, who 
was ambitious of being the Founder of 
a new Popery, and of ſeeing it accom- 
Pliſhed in his days, by driving too furiouſly, 
that prevented the deſigned Miſchief ; 
and ſo we find it confeſſed by our Queen- 
Mother, in Monſieur S:r:zes Mercury, the 
French King's Hiſtory-Writer for the Aﬀair 
of 1taly, who tells us among many other 
things concerning England, That when the 


Parliament in 1640, met, the Pope had 


three Agents in England negotiating the 
reconciling our King to Rome, (viz. the 
Count of Roſer, Seignior Con, and Selgniot 
Pauſame ;, reciting Roſer*s Remonſtrance de- 


livered the King to prove it his Intereſt to 


turn Papiſt : whereupon the King asking, 
If the Pope would diſpenſe with his Sub- 
jets taking the Oaths of Allegiance and 
Supremacy ? he was told, that if he would 
be a Catholick, it muſt be without Condt- 
ti2ns : But the Parliament getting a Scent 

hereof, 
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hereof, hunted theſe Apents ſo cloſe, that 
Roſet was forced to be confeſſed, whilſt 
diſguifing himſelf, and then fled for Ireland, 
2 little before the Maſlacre, where it's ſaid 
he died. And it may be obſerved, that at 
this time this Kings Chief Counſellors and 
Favourites, next Strafford and Laud, were 
ſuch as, whilſt living. were ſuſpected, and at 
Death declared themſelves Papilſts, (viz.) 
Thomas Lord Arundel, Lord Cottington, and 
Sir Francis Windebanck, Secretary of State, 
and Laud's Kinſman ; and not long before 
Treaſurer Weſton died in the ſame Commu- 
nion. 

And the ſame Author, where he writes 
of the Aﬀairs of England, tells us further, 
that Biſhop L. and Biſhop AV, by which 
muſt be meant the two Archbiſhops, Land 
and Neal, proffered the Pope to leave Eng- 
laxd, and go to Rome, and for the Credit 
of that See declare themſelves Papiſts, pro- 
vided the Pope would allow them at Rome 
the Value of their Engliſh Biſhopricks, 
which they computed each at 16000 Crowns 
per Annum : but. received for Anſwer from 
the Pope's Nephew, Chief Miniſter of 
State, whowat that time was ( as I remem- 
ber) Cardinal Franciſco Barbarino, reputed 
a great Sateſman, that if their Converſion 
were real, they might at Rome live comfor- 
tably of ſo many hundred Crowns per A- 
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»#m, For the Cardinal was jealous, that 
the bottom of Laud's Deſign was a Patriar- 
chal Popedom for England, which would 
have been a bad Example for France and 
other Popiſh Countries. If any are curious 
to know further concerning the Afﬀairs of 
England at that time, I refer them to the 
aforeſaid Mercury, which is writ in 1ta- 
lian. 

In the {ſucceeding eighteen Years interval, 
this Nation received not the leaſt Diſhonour, 
ſave what happened at #:;ſpamola, in War 
with Spain, during Cromwell's Uſurpation : 
For the greateſt part of the reſt of that 
time our Neighbours trembled when we 
frowned; tho ſince that, the Cataſtrophe 
hath been ſuch, that we have trembled at 
their Frowns, occaſioned by the Miſgovern- 
ment of Charles the Second, who yet came 
to the Adminiſtration of the Crown moſt 
advantagiouſly, not an Enemy daring to 
ſhew his Te@h, (excepting that mad Freak 
of the nine and twenty Fifth-Monarchy- 
Men) he ſeeming to be the univerſal De- 
Ii1zht of the People. At Breda he promi- 
{ed Liberty of Conſcience to thoſe diſſen- 
ting Miniſters, that were with others, ſent 
by Parliament to invite him to England; 
and at his Arrival made ſhew of being true 
to his Word, by appointing at the Savoy, 
in order thereunto, a Conference betwixt 

the 
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the two Parties, the Conformiſts and Diſſen- 
ters ; but the latter being under-hand diſ- 
countenanced by him, ( who was a great 
Maſter of King James the Firſt's Art in 
King-Craft ) it came to nothing more than 
making their Burdens the heavier 3 ſo that 
in a ſhort time, the Presbyterzans, who had 
been the chief Authors of his Reſtavuration, 
( his own Party being then ſo inconſidera- 
ble, that they cannot be fſaia to have con- 
tributed more to it, than as Servants to 
the other) were moſt ungratefully uſed ; 
their Miniſters turn'd out of their Livings ; 
their Families expoſed to live in a great 
meaſure upon Charity ; and that by him 
whom they had brought from that Condi- 
tion himſelf, to the enjoyment of three 
Crowns. 

His firſt Parliament ated regularly with 
an Eye to publick Good and Quiet ; paſling 
an AQ of Indemnity for all, ſome few 
excepted 3 which he ſeemed to approve ſo 
much of, that in his cunning and cajoling 
way, he gave them the Name of the Healing- 
Parliament, and then diſſolved it, calling 
another more to his purpoſe : after which, 
how he kept his Indemnity, appears by his 
uſage of the great and incomparable 
Sir Henry Y ane, Alderman Ireton, Mr. 5 a- 
muel Moyer, Major Gladman, &c. In taking 
away the Life of the firſt, not only con- 
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trary to Faith, but as may be ſaid 2gainſk 
an Att of Parliament, there being a Petition 
of borh Houſes with the Royal Aiſenc for 
his Security, wanting nothing to glve it 
the Sanction of a Law ſave empty Forma- 
lities, as nor being writ in Parchment, &c. 
which conp}d be no Abſolvtion of the King 
as to his Conſent to the Petition of both 
Houſes : And this ought to be of odious 
Memory to all Poſterity, as alſo the mur- 
dering Principles of the Counſellors of that 
time, who influenced the Barbarity there- 
of. And if any ſay, we ought to forgive, 
and not remember what was 1ll in them 
that are dead : jr may be anſwered, that 
Mankind bath no other means to keep Ty- 
rants and their Adherents in awe, than by 
letting them know that their eyil, no more 
than their good Deeds die with them ; but 
will be equally tranſmitted to Polterity, 

as neceſſary for Information of ſucceeding 
Ages: : for, had it not been always ſo, the 

orld had been ignorant of former Tranſ- 
actions. And beſides this deteltable Breach 
of Faith, this Charles the Second kept the 
reſt of the forementioned Perſons in Pri- 
ſon, contrary to the Act of Indemnity, 
until, like Slaves at Algiers, they redeem- 
ed their Liberty by great Sums, as Alder- 
man {feton, and Mr. Samuel Moyer, &c. 
Whilſt others, pnder the like "I 
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ſtood it out till the Habeas Corpm Af 
came in uſe, after the withdrawing of 
Chancellor Hide, (which for ſeven or 
eight Years had been denied, or from the 
Iniquity of the Times, durſt not be moyed 
for ) were freed by Law without Fines. 
And this perfidious Breach of Faith was 
rather applauded by his Party than bla- 
med, and not taken notice of by the Par- 
liament. Ge} 

He pretended great Zeal for the Refor- 
med Religion, with an Abhorrence of Po- 
R z yet In favour of the latter, endea- 
| I voured to ſer the Conformilts at the greateſt 
difference with the Diſſenters, by ſeveral 
Adts againſt rhe latter, and ſevere Proſe- 
' | cution thereupon. And this, whilſt at the 
BE ſame time all Proceedings againſt the Pa- 
: & piſts in the Exchequer upon Conviction 
were ſtopped to the preſerving of them, 
when Proteſtant Diſſenters were many of 
them ruined by cloſe Impriſoments, where 
they died ; he deſigning all along no leſs 
than Popery and Slavery, even when he 
pretended the contrary. His two unjuſt, 
coſtly and cauſleſs Wars-with Holland, be- 
ing in order thereunto ; as was the burning 
of London, and the Popiſh Plot diſcovered 
by Dr. Oats; yet rather than be thought 
to have any hand in the latter, be ſuffered 
about twenty Perſons, which he is ſtrongly 
ſuſpeRted 
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ſuſpefted to have employed in it, to die 
for it. 

Wher the burning of Zondon, the fre- 
quent ſubſequent F:-2s in Southwark, St, Ka- 
tharines, and ſeveral parts of the City, &c. 
would not ſcrve his Ends, he contrived a 
Proteſtant Plot for murdering of himſelf, 
and ( as he untruly ſuggeſted ) introducing 
a Commonwealth ; and as the moſt proba- 
ble Inſtrument, ( as he thought, tho there- 
in miſtaken) Mr. Clapol, a Son-in-Law of 
Cromwel, muſt be charged with it, and with- 
out the leaſt ground clapped up in Priſon, in 
the cloſeſt way ; and had not the real Popiſh 
Plot broke out, he had ſurely been ſacri- 
ficed to give Credit to the Forgery ; but 
Mr. Clapos unſutable Principles to ſuch a 
Deſign was enough to deteCt the Fraud and 
Villany, he having been in the Civil Wars, 
reckoned all along a Royaliſt and Anti- 
Republican. And thus ill Men are ſome- 
times caught in their own Snares, as this 
King was by his Miſtake in this Perſon. 

This King having by turning and 
changing, got Judges and Counſellors to 
his purpoſe, corrupting by Penſions, &c. a 
Majority in the Parliament, carried- all 
things as he pleaſed, till ar laſt he loſt his 
Credit by the odiouſneſs of the Popiſh 
Plot, and his Compliance with France, to 
the advancing that King to what he is now 
come 
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come toy teaching him (compared to what 


he knew before) to build Ships, man, 
yictual and fail them nay, even to fight, 
and ſound our Coaſts and Rivers ; which 
was done in the time of his unhappy 
Adminiſtration, eſpecially in the Year 
1672, in joyning with him againſt Hol- 
land, when none of his Ships were ſuffered 
to fight, but ſtand by and learn; that 
one French Commander that did ingage, 
being (as it's ſaid) at his return clapp'd 
in the Baſtile for it, which we never 
heard was. complained of by us, nor ex- 
cuſed by them. Nay, not to be wanting 
in any thing towards the Advancement 
of the French King, we gave him Canada, 
that neceſſary place for our Newfound-Land 
Fiſhery, ( our chief Nurſery for Seamen ) 
for an inſignificant part, compared to Ca- 
nada, of the Iſland of St. Chr:/tophers, which 
had belonged to us, under pretence, that 
he had taken it from us in our former War 
with the Dutch, when he ſided with them 
againſt us, and ſerved them as he did us, 
never appearing with them making uſe 
only of his Declaration of War for them, 
to the end, to ſet us together by the Ears ; 
that ſo he might have the better opportu- 
nity to ſet vp himſelf, and worm vs (as in 
a great meaſure he hath done) ont of our 
Newfound- Land Fiſhery, and hath taken it 

| to 
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to himſelf : whereas formerly they uſed to 
pay ys a kind of Tribute for Liberty of 
Fiſhing there z but now through our favour 
and careleſneſs they are arrived to that 
height of Fiſhing, chat they are ſaid to 
imploy ſo many Men in it, as produceth 
them five thouſand new Seathen-yearly ; fo 
thar by tlie Conduct of our Counſellors, 
thi- ng is, {ince 1662, when he had hard- 


his wiſe Management of Afairs, 
r bad, he in the Year 1690, rode in 
Channel without controul, I hope he 
ill never do ſo more, nor ever be encou- 
_” raged to intitle himſelf to the Dominion 
of the Narrow-Seas ; except. God for our 
Sins gives us over to be again betray'd by 
our Counſellors as formerly : for tho Kings 
themſ-lves may be ill Men, yet without the 
like Counſellors, they cannot perpetrate 
their ev:] Deſigns. And methinks no true 
Engliſh-man ſhould be able to hear of the 
Greatneſs of the French at Sea, without 
having his Heart raiſed with Indignation 
againſt the two laſt Reigns, their Favou- 
rites, Counſellors and Adherents ; for that 
It is fince the fore-mentioned 1662, that 
he hath been advanced to what he now is, 
as if che Deſign of our Government was 
then, ſolely and purely to advance. the 
French 


es) 


me = A F:imnugy_at © 


[f 


vv Gs S Ty es SS Wl eau 


SF YT SW 


( 29 ) 


French Tyranny, and deſtroy the Liberty 
of the Engliſh Nation. 

This Government of ours hath been by 
our late Kings carried on by Tricks, which 
our Statiſts valued themſelves upon, as the 
Effect of their great Wiſdom ; whereas it 
is truly nothing more than the Tranſcen- 
dency of Immorality, in which honeſter 
Men bave not a Latitude. T be Dehgn of 
this Reign being al! along to raiſ- unde- 
ſervedly this King to the hi-heſt Eitita- 
tion with the People, that they might with 
the more Facility increaſe hi- Revenrne a:d 
Prerogative. At the openiny, of a S:ſſions 
after a Prorogation, the chen Lord-Keeper, 
to magniity the King's Merits, informed 
both Houſes of Parliament of the mighty 
Things he had done during the Interval tor 
the Advantage of the Nation : amongſt 
which, that he had procured a free Trade 
to Villa Franca, as if it had been ſome emi- 


nent Emporium, with which we never before 


had had any Commerce ; whereas 1t 1s but 
an inſignificant place lying upon the edi- 
terranian, belonging to the Duke of Savoy, 
where our Seamen, as they paſs by, may per- 
adventure ſell to the Value of four or five 
hundred Pounds in Engliſh Silk-Scockings, 
and ſuch like Trifles : and this was done 
by the Court, preſuming on the Ignorance 
of all but themſelyes, as a Trick to open 
the 


(39) 
the Purſe of the Nation, to ſerve their 
Luxury, and ſtifle the Memory of the miſ- 
chievous ſale of Dunkgrk, to the advancing 
the French's Greatneſs at Sea, which is of 
no antienter date, than ſince the Purchaſe 
of that Harbour, having before had little 
Encouragement for Increaſe at Sea, and 
conſequently in Trade. And O that an 
Inquiry after the treacherous Inſtruments 
of thoſe Times may be made ! that if any 
are in being, they may be laid aſide to pre- 
vent their doing any more fo wickedly. 
And if good Harbours and Havens be of 
ſuch . Import for the increaſe of Naval 
Strength and Trade, that by the addition 
of Dunkirk the French in a few Years be- 
came (from little or nothing) ſo formi- 
dable both at Seca and in Trade ; How 
doth ir accuſe us of want of Counſel in 
the Sale of Dankirk, and of Negligence in 
not improving the Advantages God and 
Nature hath giver us above other Nations, 
in an excellent Situation, and plenty of 
tranſcendent Havens and Ports round the 
two Kingdoms of England and Ireland, 
whilſt France hath none ſave: Breſt, Mar- 
ſeills and Toulon, worth ſpeaking of. ' To 
enumerate their deceitful Artifices is hard, 
they are ſo many. This King at his Re- 
ſtauration In 1660, made a League with 
the States-General in defign to prepare for 
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a War with them, having then found his 
Naval Forces very low. 

In 1664; he began to quarrel with ther 
without the leaſt cauſe, and againſt their 
real Endeayours for preventing it : But 
Downing, being Envoy Extraordinary at the 
Hague, to remove their Jealouſy of us, 
which was great, gave them, according to 
the Policy of thoſe Times, all aſſurance of 
Friendſhip, telling them, that if their Eaft- 
India Ships then expected, were aboye 
London-Bridg, they would be as ſafe as in 
their own Harbours ; yet their Merchants 
Ships to about the number, as ir is ſaid, of 
120, Were upon frivolous pretences, firſt 
ſtopped as they came into our Channel, till 
at laſt ſome Months after, wirhout Declara- 
tion of War, or any Cauſe ſhewn, they were 
confiſcated ; and at the fame rime their 
Smirna Fleet was fallen upon bet: re Cadir 3 
whereupon Downing thought fit to make a 
haſty Retreat by Mazeland-Sluce, And this 
Attion was as little to our Honour as Pro- 
fit; for tho we ſunk one or two of their 
Ships, to their great Damage, we took 
none 3 and for thoſe ſerzed ar home, our 
Management was ſo commendab!e,ihat upon 
the ſale of them, as I bave heard, the King 
was made Debtor : And thus this War be- 
yan, which proſpered in our hands accor- 
ding to the Juſtice of it. 

the 
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The firſt Year of this War; the Ditch 
Eaſt-India Fleet coming home by the North 
of Scotland, upon the King of - Denmark's 
promiſe of Security, or at leaſt relying 
upon their League with him, put into Berger 
in Norway; where . they were preſently 
block'd up by our Fleet, under the Com- 
mand of the Earl of Sandwich, who ſent in 
ſome Ships to ſ.ize them, and had hzd them 
delivered, had nor the Courier with Orders 
from Copenhagen, come too late to the Go- 
vernour ; Sarawich's Ships being beaten off 
and retired with Lols, before the Orders 
came: for our Agent in Denmark, had a- 
greed with that King concerning them ; but 
Sandwich not havinz, notice of the Treaty, 
the Deſign was loſt by falling too ſoon upon 
theſe Ships. 

This War laſted near three Years, reckon- 
ing from ovr firſt ſeizing of their Ships : 
The third Year the King had given him 
1250000 1. for that Summer's War ; but it 
was the Wiſdom and Honeſty of our Coun- 
ſellors, out of good Husbandry, to ſave 
the Money, by not ſetting forth a Fleet, 
which gave opportunity to our Enemies to 
burn our Ships in Harbour, for which 
we made an horrid Outcry againſt them, 
as treacherous, in dolng it in the time of 
our\Treaty with them for Peace at Brea 
fallly adding, That it was contrary to 4 
Ceſlation 
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Ceſſation agreed ,,upon : whereas when 2 
Ceſſation was deſired by us, they poſitively 
denied it ; which is ſufficient to vindicate 
the Integrity of their Proceedings, in anſwer 
to ignorant popular Clamour. And indeed; 
tho our Countellors might be willing, for 
their Defence, to have the People under- 
ſtand this diſgraceful Aftront to procceed 
from Falſneſs in the Darch, | never heard 
that they at any time did publickly accuſe 
them of Breach of Faith in this Matter or 
Action. 

Being thus worſted, it was pretended 
that want of Money was the Cauſe, tho 
upon Examination of the Accounts, by the 
Commiſſioners appointed by Aft of Parlia- 
ment to that end, there was not much a- 
bove half ſpent of what was given expreſly 
for that War ; which evinces our Miſcar- 
riage to proceed from corrupt Counſels, 
want of Conduct, and not Money. 

A Peace being concluded, to be revenged 
on the Dutch for what was our own Fault, 
we invited them and the Crown of Swedez 
to a Triple League with vs againſt France; 
for reſtraining that King in his aſpiring 
Deſigns; wherein the Dutch were rel, 
when our Deſign was only to rerider them 
odious to the French King, and enrage him 
againſt them, that. by our then joyning 
with him, we mizht both together deftroy 
them, 
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them, and in them the . Proteſtant -chiet 
Bulwark. 

Accordingly in 1671, at the Interview 
at Dover, betwixt Charles Il. and his Siſter 
the Dutcheſs of Orleaxce, it was agreed to 
break the Triple League, to Joyn with 
France againſt the Dutch; and to ſatisfy 
the Swede for this Breach, Mr. Henry Coven- 
try was ſent Ambaſlador to that Crown, 
who procured from them the Diſſolution 
of the League. When this was done, and 
we had recovered Breath, after the Diſ- 
grace. we received in the former War, to 
| have a* pretence for a ſecond ; One of 
our Yachts was ordered, in her coming from 
Holland, to ſteer out of her Courſe, and 
through the States Naval Fleet, then riding 
at Sea, that in caſe the whole Fleet did not 
ſtrike to our Bozt, we might make that the 
Ground of a Quarrel. | 

That great Commander de Ruyter, then 
Admiral, not thinking rheir Articles © 
Peace could be underſtood to reach ſuch a 
little Circumitance, did not anſwer our 
Demands or ExpeCtation : and for not do- 
ing, it, together with ſome Trivial Medals 
aud Pictures, (which that People are much 
addicted to) was made the Cauſe of : 
Quarrel without Remcdy ; and Dr. Stubbs 
as a fir Man for the Work, was ſent fo 
our of the Country, to maintain by Writing 
the 
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the Juſtice of our Cauſe, which for 406 [. he 
perforrmed the beſt he could, by two large 
Pamphlets; in the latter of which having 
been too free, in his magnifying the wiſe 
and excellent Management of the War a- 
gainſt the Dutch, in that time called a 
Commonwealth; when we firſt made known 
unto the World our Greatneſs at Sea in 
beating them when ia their Zenith, (which 
colt, with the Ships in that time built; 
2100000 {,) this Pamphlet was for ſome 
time ſtopped, till there being a neceſlity for 
it, then it paſſed. And when. Srubb; was by 
a Friend of mine queſtioned, how he could 
in Conſcience write ſo falſly and injuriouſly 
againlt the Dutch ? He confelled, he could 
write much more for them, than he had 

done againſt them, if he would. _ 
And as the War art Sea coſt ar that time 
the two firſt Years, which were the charge- 
ableſt, 2100000 /. fo ar the ſame time a 
Land Army of 50000 Horſe and Foor, did 
not coſt, according to the Account given 
Richard's Parliament, 80000 l. per Annzm ; 
Shirking and Cheating being then out of 
faſhion : for it may be obſerved that there 
is but one Family that was raiſed by Im- 
ployment under the then Government, and 
that neither till Crozwel!'s Uſurpation, but 
many the worſe in their Eſtates for their 
&fﬀeCtion to their Country ; and an Inftancs 
D 2 may 
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may be given, which, I think, cannot be pa- 
ralled in any Ageor Nation,of two Families 
( beſides many others whoſe Sufferings were 
leſs) who were each 100000 7. the worſe 
for ſiding with the prevailing Party. I know 
the ordinary Anſwer to this 1s, by the 
Enemies of thoſe Times, (who cannot bear 
the hearing of the then Self-denial ) that 
this could not have been bragged of, had 
they not loſt their publick Lands, by the 
Reſtauration of Charles the Second : To 
which may be replied, 

Firſt, That there was ſo little of pri- 
vate Ends aimed at in thoſe then at the 
Helm, that never were any Lands of ſo 
hazardous a Title ſold at ſo high Rates ; 
the Church-Lands in Henry the Eighth's 
Time were given away, compared to theſe. 

Secondly, There were very few, whoſe 
Advantage by either Civil or Military Emi- 
ployments, tho then frugal living was in 
vogue, had enabled them to purchaſe above 
2 or 3ool, per Anni, publick Title; which 


hath been nothing in latter Times for a- 


Sub-Officer in two or three Years to ar- 
rive at, of ſecure Tenure. 

Sir Arthar Haſlerig is uſually quoted in 
Anſwer hereunto; but very improperly, for 
he was born to 3ooo /. per Anmm: upon 
which he took up the Money wherewith 
he made his Purchaſe, and moſt of the 

Purchaſers 
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Purchaſers at that time of publick Lands, 
were private Perſons, hope of Profit at- 
tempting thereunto, who ought to be ra- 
ther the Objets of Pity than Envy, coming 
thereby by the loſs. Upon the whole, the 
then Government cannot be taxed with ill 
Husbangdry, in imbezeling the publick Stock, 
by under Sales, extraordinary Salaries, 
Annuities, Penſions or Rewards, to increaſe 
a Party for Arbitrary Government, as in 
the two laſt Reigns was done. 

The Commiſſioners of the Navy, a Sub- 
ordinate Committee to the Admiralty, had 
moderate Salaries 3 but the Commiſſioners 
of the Admiralty their Maſters (whoſe 
Management Dr. Stubbs magnifies, in his 
Defence of our War with Holand in 1672.) 
ated gratis, without any Perquiſites or 
Advantage to themſelves. But to prevent 
Miſtakes, this relates only to the Years be- 
fore Cromwel's Uſurpation ; for in defence 
of his 4 Years and + I have nothing to 
ſay that is commendable ; for tho he found 
the Government before-hand, the Stores 
full, and the Army ſome Months in Ad- 
vance, he left, according to the Account 
brought in to his Son Richard's Parliament, 
a Debt of 1800000 /. but to do him Right, 
not from il] Husbandry, but from his Error 
in Politicks ; for tho he underſtood home- 
Matters very well, he did not Foreign 
D 3 Affairs, 
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Afﬀeairs, as appeared by his quarrelling with 
Spain, and joining with France, by which 


he contracted the aforeſaid Debt : and as if - 


God was diſpleaſed with the Injuſtice of 
his Deſign, he was moſt remarkably blaſted 
3n it at H:ſpaniola. 
' There 1 yer living (if not very lately 
dead) the Treaſurers of War, and of the 
Navy in thoſe Times, none of which have 
any thing to brag of; for in thoſe days 
Men were ſo ſpirited for that they called 
Publick-Good, that they did not vie who 
ſhould get or cozen moſt, as was in the two 
laſt Reigns. but who ſhould merit moſt Ho- 
nour by their Service for their Country. 
The incomparable General JIreton uſed to 
fay, it was an Honour for a Man to die a 
Beggar in the Service of his Country ; and 
accordingly he never ſought himſelf, in ad- 
ding to what he was bdrn to ; but God, as 
ſeerving pleaſed with his vertuous and ſelf- 
denyig Principles, hath providenrially pro- 
vided for his Family, beyond what could 
have been expected from his Paternal E- 
ſtate : and the tranſmitting this to Poſterity 
1s the leaſt the World owes to the Memory 
of this great and good Man. i 
After a Pretence for War agreed on, the 
pext thing requiſite was to find a Fund for 
the Charge, which was very difficult ; for 
the Parliament having by woful —— 
1 Ss Ef. "7 T8 
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felt, from ill ConduR, the Burden of the 
firſt War, was unwilling to engage in a 
ſecond : but at laſt the new made Lord 
Clifford, with the help of his Friends, pro- 
jected the ſtopping of all private Payments 
in the Exchequer : for which, as a Reward, 
he had the Treaſurers White Staff given 
him. The Fund gained hereby being about 
13 or 14000001. which was a loſs to par- 
ticular Creditors, many of them being ruined 
by it ; ſo that from the Immorality of the 
Project, the Author-of it deſerved rather 

another Reward, than that he received. 
The War was commenced without any 
previous Declaration, by falling upon their 
Smirna Fleet in the Channel ( as we had 
done in the firſt War before Cadiz) as they 
were upon their Voyage home, wherein we 
miſcarried, as well to our Difhonour in be- 
ing worſted, as in beginning the War by 
Surprize. In this War we ſhould haye had 
the Aſſiſtance of France, and had a Squa- 
dron of that King's Ships joined us, but in 
deſign only to teach them to fight, ſound 
our Coaſts, and not help us; for ( as it is 
before mentioned ) that one Ship which 
from ignorance of the Intrigue, did fight, 
the Captain of her at his return home was 
(as is reported ) clappd up in the Baſti/e 
for hazarding his Maſter's Ship. The Par- 
liament perceiving the drift of the French 
D 4 to 
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to be the weakning of both Parties, that at 
long-run he might become Superior to el- 
ther or both, preſſed the King to a Peace be- 
twixt Us and the Dutch ; which he (tho 
unwillingly) conſented to ; for Hot knowing 
how to deny ſo juſt a Requeſt, a Peace was 
concluded. 

Now new Meaſures were taken, and a new 
Miniſter of State made choice of, one in- 
tirely devoted to the King's Will without 
reſerve. To gain the King's Ends, a Ma- 
Jority of the Members of Parliament was 
corrupted by Penſions, which were libe- 
rally beſtowed upon ſuch as were of de- 
praved Principles, fit for any Miſchief : by 
which means, every thing, during ſome time, 
was brought bare-fac'd into the Honſe of 
Commons, and afterwards by fide-Winds 
for the King's particular Deſigns, paſled cur- 
rently ; until the Court going too high for 
a ſtanding Revenue, the Penſioners ſuſpect- 
ing, that when that was gained, their Pen- 
fhons would ceaſe, they turned readily a- 
gainſt the Court ; which cauſed them, for 
gaining Money from the Parliament, to pre- 
tend a Quarrel with France, and in all haſte 
to raiſe an Army to that end : and to pro- 
cure belicf of their real Intentions, a Book 
under the Title of Chriſtzaniſſumus Chriſtia- 
nandus. writ by Dr. Marchemond Needbam, 
was publiſhed, rendring the French King ſo 
LS | {canda- 
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ſcandalous in all his Ways, Aftions an 
Deſigns, as cannot be thought would have 
been writ, without having firſt that King's 
Leave for writing it. 

The Parliament, to take away from the 
King all Pretences of Complaint, gave him 
a Supply, by which he raiſed an Army ; 
but finding in the Iſſue, that he was not 
real in his Pretenſions for a War, by re- 
fuſing to declare War, they preſſed him to 
disband his new-rais'd Army ; and to effect 
the ſame, gave him Money to do it with; 
appointing Sir Gilbert Gerrard, Sir Thomas 
Player, Col. Whitley, and Col. Birch to ſee 
it donez who diſcharged the Truſt repoſed 
in then with all Fidelity and Honeſty. 

Theſe Arts or Tricks uſed for the Service 
of the French King, by which our Parlia- 
ment was diſobliged, our King had no cauſe 


to doubt but that that King would hold 


himſelf obliged to aſſiſt him ; and there- 
fore he was applied to, and probably he had 
gained from him a Stipend of 3o0cooo l. 
per Annum for ſome Years, had not the 
Duke of. Buckingham prevented it : and up- 
on what other account, than of being a 
Friend to his Native Country, is unknown : 
However, he did not only thereby irreco- 
yerably loſe the Favour of the Court, but 
alſo drew ſo much the Hatred of it upon 
himſelf, that he was proſecuted for a Crime, 

which, 
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which, tho the Anthors of the Proſecution 
made little Conſcience of the thing them. 
ſelves, they hoped by it to have taken 
away his Life, for being inſtrumental in 
preſerving the Life of the Nation. 

The Diſcovery of theſe, and other per. 
nicious Deſigns, begot ( not without cauſe) 
a great Jealouſy in the Parliament, of the 
Court and their Party ; which carried them 
on to the addreſling the King againſt ſome 
conſiderable Perſons, as evil Counſellors ; 
which was for ſome time avoided by Ad- 
journments and Prorogations of Parliament, to 
till the horrid Popiſh Plot breaking out, thoſe 
Tricks could not longer hinder the impeach-Wr; 
ing ſeveral of them in Parliament for theI,, 
higheſt of ' Crimes, bringing one of them D 
to the Block ; as had not the Diſſolution of af 
Parliaments prevented it, the reſt in all like-W .. 
lihood had had the ſame fate, all of them I j,. 
having been arraigned at the Bar of thei, 
Lords Houſe, where ſome pleaded Guilty Il ,, 
in pleading the King's Pardon ; by which, er 
Time being got for arguing the Point, till If c, 
by the Diſſolution of ſeveral Parliaments, I ;, 
( which was on purpoſe to prevent Juſtice) I ;, 
they were unduly preſerved : for no ſuch Iſ 1 
Pardon ( as the Lawyers ſay) againſt an gc 
Impeachment in Parliament is valuable in WW 5; 
Law andthe King having no Power toil 4 
pardon Offences, where in the Indictment Il £ 

hel - 


( 43) 


ie is not made a Party, as he is not by Im- 
peachments in Parliament, they being by 
the Houſe of Commons, in the Name of All 
the Commons of England. The Diſſolution 
of Parliaments doth not give Priſoners at 
the Suit of the Commons the Privilege of 
being bailed, no Inferiour Court baving by 
Law any ſuch Power ; eſpecially the fault 
of their not being brought to Trial not 
being in the Parliament, but in the King, in 
not ſuffering them to ſit till they had cleared, . 
or paſſed Judgment upon them, as he ought 
to have done. . 
This King (an Artiſt in King 7ames the 
FirſPs King-Craft ) obſerving his Conduct 
to have loſt all Reputation, confeſſed by a 
Declaration his Error, in governing his 
Afﬀairs by Cabals, and not by Parliaments, 
and his Privy-Council, by whoſe Advice he 
had always thriven beſt 3 reſolving for the fu- 
ture to he adviſed by them, without Cabals : 
And in Conformity thereunto, he diſſolved 
entirely, by the ſaid Declaration, his Privy 
Council, and choſe another, ucder the no- 
tion of a new Council, into which was 
taken ſome of. the moſt popular ahd honeſt 
Members of the Houſe of Commons 3 as the 
good Lord &#fel, the then Lord Cavendiſh, 
Sir Henry Capel, . Mr. Powle, &c. but the 
Majority being of the old Leaven, they ſoon 
found the Deſign of bringing them into the 
at | Council 
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Council was meerly to give Credit to their 
ſiniſter Proceedings z which made them a 
ſoon unanimouſly withdraw, rather than be 
in the leaſt acceſlary to their unwarrantable 
and deſtruftive Counſels and Actions. - Sc 
that tho ſome will have-the ſmall time theſe 
Gentlemen were in Council, to have been 
a great Advantage to the Court, in their 
Reputation, and blame them for it, I am 
of 2a contrary Opinton ; and that there could 
not have been a greater,and more prejudicial 
Afﬀront pur upon a Prince, than that by 
ſuch an unanimous and publick leaving o 
his Counril, in a way that amounted to no 
leſs than a Proteſt againſt his Proceedings ; 
which could not but make a more diſad- 
vantagious [mpreſſion on the Minds of tif 
People, than ſo ſhort a Continuance with 
them could be of advantage to the King. 
Now new Meaſures are again taken, and 
with them a new Miniſter of State choſen ; 
ſeveral Parliaments are diſlolved, and new 
ones called, in hopes of getting one at laſt 
to ſerve their turn ; but the People growing, 
more and more ſenſible of the Growth o 
Popery and Slavery, ſent ſuch ſutable Mem- 
bers to the Condition of the Nation, that 
they were almoſt as ſoon diſſolved as aſſem- 
bled, for three Parliaments ſuccellively ; 
and then, to be revenged of the Corpora- 
tions for ſending ſuch Members, and of the 
Members 
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| WMembers themſelves for being averſe to the 
Deſtruction of the Nation, 240 Warranto's, 
Wy the Advice of a new Set of evil Coun- 
Wcllors, were brought to take away the old, 
Wnd give them new Charters, that mighr 
ubject them to the Arbitrary Wil of the 
Prince; Cillegal in the higheſt degree.) 
ay, Boroughs by Preſcription were de- 
royed, and Charters impoſed upon them, 
0 the infringing of their Privileges. He- 
eford, I think, was the firſt that had a new 
harter impoſed upon them, by which all 
Dower was fo reſerved in the King, as an 
xample for thoſe that ſhould follow, that 
ne might have thought ſhould have wrought 
n Hatred in all true Engliſh-Men, to the 
uthors or Abettors of ſuch Counſels. For 
more miſchievous Deſign for inflaming 
he Nation could not be projected. 
The Charter of London, by many As 
f Parliament, and in the comprehenſiveſt 
1anner confirmed, was ſo callantly defended 
y the City, nothing material being againſt 
hem, as appears by the learned Arguments 
f the Lord Chief Juſtice Pollixfen, and 
r. Attorney General Treby, that one may 
ronder there ſhould be Lawyers found to 
lead againſt it ; and that ſuch were found, 
$ a Reproach upon their Perſons for being 
do Mercenary. 
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As ®uo Warranto's were for being. ti 
venged of the Corporations; ſo a Proteſtart 
Plot was contrived, as well to ſtifle th 
Popiſh Plot, as to deſtroy ſuch Gentleme 
as were thought to ſtand in the way « 
Arbitrary Power and Popery, by falſe Ey 
dence, leaving treaſonable Papers at thei 
Houſes, (as was done at Mr. Dubozs's Houl 
in Loudon) or putting them into the 
Pockets, and then ſeizing them, ( of whic 
Mr. Fitz-Harrs gave my Lord Shaftsbu 
warning: ) Which made thoſe that kn 
they were under the Envy of the Cou 
when they were to come into Crowds, t 
ſow up their Pockets, to prevent praCctiſit 
ſuch Tricks upon them. , 

Fitz-Harris, whoſe Province It was t 
act in theſe ways, to get or make treaſ 
nable Lampoons, to trapaiz Perſons fall 
judged to be of Antimonarchical Principle 
for not playing his part well, and fearii 
his Difcovery, accordirg to his Promiſe 
the then Sheriffs, of the Popiſh Plot, had 
Rope for his Reward, being drawn, hang 
and quartered; but, 'as a Gratuity for | 
weak Endeavyours, his Head and Quarte 


were given to his Wife to bury. Soon aft Pat 
he was dead, an impudent, falſe and Ilyif kn 
Confeſſion was made for him, as is fully 0 len 


monſtrated by the publiſhed Anſwer of tho his 
concerned in it, under the Title of Tr: Mo 
M1ndicat 
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vindicated, in reference to the Aſperſions caſt 
ll por Sir Robert Clayton, &c. publiſhed in 
the Name of Dr. Hawkins, 45 Edward Fitz- 
Harris's Confeſſion. As alſe, the falſeneſs 
of this Confeſſion appears by the laſt Attions 
Wl of his Life, ( viz. ) the Paper he read at 
Wl his Execution, which was printed ; and his 
MY giving the Sherifis Thanks for their Civility 
Wand Kindneſs to him, which were his laſt 
Words; and yet by his Confeſſion, he is 
made to complain of them. 

The deſign of this Confeſſion, and pub- 
liſhing of it, was by it to vindicate the 
A Guilty, and accuſe the Innocent; for cer- 
tain Perſons being determined for De- 
ſtruction, it was thonghr ht to make them 
WM hereby odious to the People 3 that when 
A they ſhould be murdered by form of Law, 
Wl their Deaths might be che leſs reſented. 

To give an Inſtance of the Evidence made 
uſe of in theſe Times, the Witneſſes a- 
gainſt my Lord Shaftsbury were ſo ſtanda- 
lous, as Ages to come will not believe that 
ſuch ſhould be offered againſt any Man, 
much leſs one of his Quality : As Booth, a 
Miniſter of the Church of Ezgland, and 
Parſon of Ogle in Northumberland ;, well- 
known to be an infamous Raſczl, and vio- 
lently ſuſpeted for the Murder of one of 
his Servants, to conceal his Clipping of 
Money, of which he was (notwithſtanding) 

convicted 
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convicted, and condenined, and had been 
hanged, had not the Duke of Newcaſtle, 
who gave him his Parſonage at Ogle, beg- 
ged his Pardon. And I have heard an 
honeſt Divine of the Church, who had known 
him 'from his Youth, ſay, that he could 
write a Volume of his Roguerlies : So that 
nothing leſs than ſhameleſs Impudence could 
have produced him againſt the Life, Ho- 
nour, or Eſtate of any one. The reſt of 
the Witneſſes were not better, as the Aﬀ- 
davits hereunto annexed do evince, Barry 
(or Narrative-Smith) being one, &c. And 
that ſuch Evidence might paſs with the 
Grand- Jury, both they and the Witneſles 
were heard in Court, that the firſt might 
be brow-beaten, and the latter countenan- 
ced, and hear what one another faid ; (at 
lealt an nnuſtial Method, if not contrary to 
Law.) And to help all forward, the Lord 
Chief Juſtice told the Grend-Jury, that they 
were not to enquire into the Credibility of 
the Witneſſes ; whilſt the Law, in exprefs 
words, {peaks the contrary. And to make 
all ſure, that none ſhould eſcape, whom the 
Court at Whitehaft would have deſtroyed, 
the Witneiles to an Indictment brought a- 
gainſt a Combination of Rogues, for Per- 
jury, and Subordination of Perjury, to 
diſable them for taking away the Lives of 
the Innocent, the Lord Chict Juſtice refuſed 
LO 


| | (49) 
t6 ſwear them, becauſe againſt the King's 
Evidence, except the Attorney-Generaft 
would give leave ; who, he could not but 
know, was too much of the Court-Faftion 
to do it : By which means thoſe Villains 
eſcaped Conviction, and left at Liberty to 
bang whom they pleafed. And tho Mr. Be- 
thel, then Sheriff, complained publickly in 
Court, that he had Afidavits to prove his 
Life ſo far defigned againſt, that thoſe pro- 
fligate Raſcals offered (in Auguſt 1681.) 
to lay Wagers of ten to one.- that they 
would hang him before Chriftmaſs following, 
he could not procure any Proceedings a- 
gainſt them: But it is believed that his 
Complaint had this Effect, that it hindr'd 
the Attorney-GeneraPs prodricing a Bag of 
Indictments he had then ready againit ſeve- 
ral honeſt and innocent Perſons, againſt 
whom theſe Varlets ſhould have been made 
uſe of, And this was the Conſequence of 
the.Court's turning out and changing Judges 
till they had got Men for their turn, who 
would make any thing Law the Court would 
have; and who having by Penſions and 
Rewards, got Witnelles to fwear according- 
ly ;” and by packing of Juries, got ſuch as 
would find what they would have fgund, it 
was in the King's Power to hang hon h2 
plesſed j and that of a large Liſt of Per- 
(5is'marked out for Deſtrit ion, there wer£ 
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no more murdered, muſt be aſcribed to the 
over-ruling Hand of Providence. The Lord 
deliver us from the like Times, when Judges, 
Juries, Witneſſes and Counſel, all ſtrive who 
ſhould moſt ſignalize their Zeal for Ty- 
Tanny, by ſtrains of Wir, and wreſting of 
Law ; as appears by Mr. Hawls's Remarks 
upon ſome of the Trials of thoſe Times. Be- 
ſides, ambitious Citizens, Officers in Places 
of Profit, Penſioners, and Suitors for the 
like, were all the ſame ; inſomuch that ir 
might in ſome meaſure be ſaid, that all Fleſh 
bad corrupted their Ways : and if we ſhould 
again hunt with the ſame Dogs, they would 
ſtart the ſame Hare. 

The Parliament by ſeveral Acts hath 
judged the Lord ?aſſel, Colonel Sidney, Al- 
derman Corniſh murdered, voted Sir Thom: as 
Armſtrong the ſame, reverſed ſeveral unjuſt 
Verdicts to the perpetual Infamy of all 
" thoſe Juries, and yet have pardoned moſt 
of the Murderers and Oppreſlors by an Act 
of Indemnity ; which I wiſh may not bring 
a Judgment upon us,to the blaſting our De- 
{igns, ( Murder and Oppreſlion being crying + 
Sins ) nor incourage the like in the future 
againſt all that ſhall ſtand in the way of 
Arbitrary Government, if ever we ſhould 
have aKing that affefts it. However, 1 
doubt not but God will protect his Church 
and People for his own Name ſake, humble 
| theic 


( 51) 
their Enemies, and that great Tyrant of 
France: but yet, without Reformation, 1 
fear we ſhall ſhare but little in the Honour 
of the Work; but that God in Mercy will 
effect otherwiſe, his Dealings in the World 
being unconceivable. 

The corrupting and vitiating the Nation 
had been long deſigned, as neceſſary for in- 
troducing Popery and Slavery : for whilſt 
Men are vertuous, and not afraid of the 
Laws, they will expeCt and contend for the 
benefit of them ; but when by Debauchery 
and Immorality they ſtand in need of In- 
dulgence for incouragement of their Luſts, 
they will be careleſs of their Civil Rights ; 
and therefore the lewdeſt Examples were 
thought fit to be given them, with Conni- 
vance at their PraCtice, as in Swearing; 
Whoring, Drinking, Atheiſtical and Blaſ- 
phemous Drollery, diſcouraging all Reli- 
gion, ſave what conſiſted in meer Forma- 
lity, without diſcouraging Difſoluteneſs ; 
ſome of the worſt of Men being made choice 
of to gratify with Honours, Penſions and 
Places of Profit. But of all the odious 
ways uſed to gain a Party, none like that 
of teaching Youths to drink Healths with 
HazzA4's, crying up the Breach of Laws for 
Loyalty, ( when nothing is ſuch, but Obe- 
dience according to Law, the contrary being 
Diſloyalty ) as was the publick Feaſting - 
E 2 the 
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the Apprentices of London with the King's 
Veniſoh, not leaving it in the Power of 
their Maſters, without making themſelves 
obnoxious, to forbid them that School of 
Vertue, or command Obedience in contra- 
diction thereof: and that this ſhould be 
Projected by the greateſt of the Court, who 
graced their Society with their Preſence, 
may be reckoned, for all their Wit, an 
Error in Politicks, in courting m fuch 
manner the Mobile, or rather Rabble ( as 
it was ng leſs) in whom there is no Con- 
ſtancy ; for being ated by preſent Appre- 
henſtons or Hnmecur, they are as uncertatn 
as the Wind; nothing being to be relied 
upon, ſave honeſt unſelfiſh Principles, for 
ſuch will in the end prevail in ſpite of all 
the Devils in Hell and in the Faith of this 
_ I fhall dic, tho I may not hve to ſee it. 
And I cannot but obſerve in this place, 
that of theſe the Gallows have ſince claimed 
her Right ro ſome of the Heads and Ring- 
leaders for the moſt enormous Crimes, as 
Murder and Theft, to the Credit of their 
Fraternity. Bux 

Theſe and ſuch like Courſes, which moſt 
of our conforming Clergy teaching from their 
Pulpits (as alſo inTaverns and Coffee-houſes) 
the DoCtrine of Paſſive Obedience and Non- 
Reſiſtance withont limitation, have ſo poiſon'd 


the Nation, that without an extraordinary 
Work 
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Work of God, a Recovery cannot be ex- 
pected : for tho I think, the good People 
of England of all Communions are the belt z 
I believe the Profane, as they are by ill 
Examples of late Years brought unto, are 
the worſt of Men, exceeding all others in 
wicked and immoral Praftices; which we 
owe chiefly, to the two laſt Kings Examples, 
their evil and pernicious Counſellors and 
Favourites. 

It is a Magim in our Law, That the King 
can do no Wrong, which muſt refer only to 
Matters of State, and not Perſonal Actions 
for that it cannot be denied, but he that 
lies with another Man's Wife, or kills his 
Neighbour, &c. doth them- Wrong : but 
as the King in other caſes muſt a&t by In- 
ſtruments3 ſo it is but reaſonable they 
ſhould be anſwerable for Miſcarriages in 
Government ;, becauſe being free Agents, 
what they do is of choice, the Service of 
Princes being ſought and not compelled ; 
and were it not for Evil Counſellors, Princes 
would not be ſo bad as they often zre.. 
Queen Elizabeth of famous Memory, her 
Vertue appeared, not only in her natural, juſt 
and equal Principles, but alfa in the EleCti- 
on of ſutable Counſellors, Men at leaft 
morally honeſt, aiming more at publick than 
their own private Benefit ; ſhe encouraged 
Vertue, making Honour the Reward of ir, 
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and not of Pimping and all manner of Vice 
ſhe reproved her great Favourite, that 
unhappy Earl of Eſſex, whom ſhe made 
General in her Expedition for Cadiz, for 
conferring the Honour of Knighthood upon 
ſome few, whoſe Service at that time he 
judged deſerved it, when ſhe thought a leſs 
Reward might have ſerved. In her time, 
Knighthood, was not expected: voluntarily 
by any Citizens ſave the Lord-Mayor ; nor 
was it thought of by the two ſucceeding 
Kings, till Charles the Firſt, at his Return 
from Scotland in 1641, after failing in his 
Deſign there againſt Duke Hamilton, Mar- 
quiſs of Argile, and General Leſly, &c. 
thinking ir a convenient way to corrupt a 
Party for his intended Quarrel with tae 
Parliament, that he Knighted ſeveral Al- 
dermen of the City of London; and after 
that, both he and his Son Charles the Second 
made liberal uſe-of their Sword in Dubbing 
all that came near them, from whom they 
could hope for the leaſt Aſſiſtance in their 
Deſign for Popery and Slavery ; the De- 
liverers of Addreſſes, abhorring petitioning 
for Parljaments, as likewiſe thoſe giving 
Thanks for diflolving the beſt of Parlia- 
ments, &c. being procured by the Emillaries 
of Charles the Second, could not in the opini- 
on of thoſe thar hated Parliaments, delerve 
leis than a Knighthood, to the encourage- 
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ment of others to follow their Example. 
It may be the Enemles to this good Queen 
will- object that ſhe had ſome angry Fits : 
To which may be anſwered, that they were 
born with, as Children at ſuch times do 
with their Parents, being fatisfied that ſhe 
had a true and fincere Love for the Nation ; 
upon which account ſome little - Paſſions 
ſubject to her Sex might very well be in- 
dured. 

The Eſtates that have by corrupt ways 
to advance the Prerogative been raiſed, 
and Honours conferred in the four laſt 
Reigns, eſpecially ſince the Reſtauration, 
exceed, I believe, above forty times thoſe 
in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth ;, and yer 
the number of Years of all their Reigns, 
abating the eightcen Years Interval, comes 
a quarter part ſhort of doubling hers : ſhe 
made few Lords, about four or five, very 
ſparing of Knighthood, and never confer- 
red any, but (as is before noted ) for Me- 
rit; and accordingly ſhe thrivd in the 
Love of her Subjefts at home, and Honour 
abroad. In her time the Nation was famous 
for glorious Actions, as before mentioned, 
in relieving the oppreſſed Proteſtants in 
France, Scotland and Holland, which ſhe conld 
not have done, had ſhe been tied up by the 
late deviſed Doctrine of Paſſive Obedience 
and Non-Reſiftance ; beſides ſubduing her 
* E 4 Rebels 


(56) 


Rebels in England as well as in Ireland, and 
pulling down, when none elſe could do it; 
the proud. Houſe of Auſtria, deſigning theri 
the Univerſal Monarchy ; whereas I do not 


find one generous or honourable Act.to bz 


boaſted of during the laſt four Reigns. 
There are two ill Notions in behalf of 
Statiſts, which to the Prejudice 'of Man- 
kind have prevailed in the World, the one 
the calling Knavery Reaſon of State, by 
which they excuſe all their ſiniſter and 
wicked Deſigns, as if God had left us with- 
out honeſt means for preſerving our ſelves; 
the other, that Wit and Parts do alone qua- 
lify a Perſon for the Service of his Prface 
in his weightieſt Afﬀairs : It's true, ſuch 
Qualities are Ornaments, and with Honeſty 
without - Debauchery, (which proyokes 
God's Judgments) are fitteſt for Publick 
mployment, and below Adoration cannot 
be too much magnified and applauded z yet 
good Ordinary Parts with Diligence and 
Integrity, 1s much beyond the higheſt flown 
Parts without the other : 'and we find great 
things have been done by ſuch as have not 
otherwiſe exceeded than in Uprightneſs, 
ppory and Sincerity 3 for without theſe 
Vertues, Men are but like the Devils, the 
worſe for their Wit. And this Notion 
may þe illuſtrated by the following Story. 
In 1548, 2fter the end of our ſecond War, 
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when the Cavaliers (as they were *hen 
called ) came to London to compound, ſome 
of the King's Officers invited a Parliament 
Major of Horſe, that had been civil to them, 
to a Treat, to which he carried me with 
him : their Diſcourſe was not without Oaths, 
Cuſtom having' made Swearing natural to 
them ; but Healths (in Civility to their 
Gueſt ) they forbore, becauſe they knew 
he would not pledg them, drinking a Health 
at that time being enough to turn any one 
out of his Command. After Dinner, when 
Tobacco came up, ſome kept the Table in 
reſpe&t to him they had invited, others 
roſe with their Pipes in their Hands, and 
in the middle of the Room by ſometimes 
ſmoking, ſometimes ſhaking their Heels, 
and ſinging, they diverted themſelvyes 
which gave occaſion to the Gentleman. that 
invited me, to bid me obſerve their Humour, 
telling me that ſuch was their Practice 
when they ſhouid have been a fighting, not 
from Cowardiſe or want of Courage, as he 
faid, but from the Vanity of their Minds. 


/ From whence I conclude, that it was not 


the Parliament's Party exceeding the King's 
in Wit, Military Skill or Bravery, that got 
them the Victory or Conqueſt, but ex- 
ceeding them in Integrity, Induſtry, So- 
briety and Diligence that did it. Ard [ 
remember that never-to-be-forgotten Eo- 
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noutable Perſon, Col. Algernon Sydney, at 
his Return from his Exile in France, and 
not long before he was murdered, told me 
that that King's Council had taken up the 
long Parliament's Diſcipline for their Ex- 
ample, which he faid would render him 
Great 3 whereas our falling from thoſe Prin- 
ciples has brought us to what we now are : 
For Lieutenant General K:rk's Practice was 
never like to thrive; an Iriſh Lord told 
me that he was preſent, when one telling 
him that Col. Richards threatned to Caſhire 
a Souldier for Swearing, he ſaid, affirming 
it with an Oath, that if he knew any of 
his Men that . would not Swear, Drink, 
Whore and Game, he would Cafhire them ; 
which was but ſutable to his reducing 
Col. Murry, and thirteen Troops of Horſe 
(who had done the greateſt Service in 
Defence of London-Derry ) ſo ſoon as the 
Town was relieved, and for no other Rea- 
ſon that is yet known, than for being too 
ſober, wherein he knew. he ſhould oblige 
our profane Church-men. 

Upon the whole 3 of all Men for publick 
Imployments, thoſe of depraved Principles 
are to be avoided : and they may infallibly 
be diſcovered, formerly imply db their 
Actions in thoſe times : for if they have 
been wicked in one Reign, they will be the 
{ame in another, except there —_ in 
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them a ſignal Teſtimony of Repentance and 
Reformation. And beſides, they may be 
known by their Favourites; for he that 
makes choice of ſuch for his Confidents as 
are of immoral Principles, formerly guilty 
of Injuſtice, Oppreſſion- and Cruelty, may 
well be concluded to be of the ſame Princi- 
ples himſelf ; for Birds of a Feather flock to- 
gether : and that Proverb feldom fails, T hat 
a Man may be known by bus Company. 

The Spirit of God faith, Take away the 
Wicked from before the King, and his Throne 
ſhall be eſtabliſhed in Righteouſneſs : But our 
laſt Kings did fo little regard this Divine 
Exhortation, that when the Commons in 
Parliament (who ought to be accounted 
good Judges of Mens fitneſs for State-Im- 
ployment ) have in diſcharge of their Du- 
ties, endeavoured to follow this Advice, 
by addreſling againſt obnoxious Perſons ; 
tho they were never ſo vile, it was the way 
to advance them in their Princes Favour, 
(as Sibthorp and Manwaring,&c.) to the dig- 
nifying and farther rewarding them with 
Penſions or Places of Profit; and then to 
prote&t them by Adjournments, Proroga- 
tions or Diſlolutions' of Parliaments ; to 
which we owe the Diminution of our Glory 
abroad, and the Exaltation of our lately 
become great Neighbour, 
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Now if any of theſe Perſons be in be- 
ing, tho upon ſome accounts they may 
merit a Pardon for former Crimes, it can- 
not give them an oppogunity of aCting 
over again what they have been already 
guilty of, ro the Prejudice and Danger of 
the Nation, but of being diſabled of all 
farther Imployments, either Eccleſiaſtical, 
Civil, or Military. 

And till we follow the Maxims of good 
Queen Elizabeth in the choice of Perſons 
for the King and Nation's Seryice, making 
Sincerity, Ability, Self-denial and Diligence 
( after gnal Teſtimony given thereof) the 
Qualifications for Civil Imployments ( as 
ſuch may be had ) and the like, with addi- 
tion of Gratitude, Afﬀability, eaſy Acceſs 
and Fidelity in Military Commands, we 
ſhall neyer recover the Honour we arrived 
at in her time, tho then we were poor and 
low to what we now are; and when our 
Enemies in the whole Houſe of Auſtria, 
France, Scotland, Ireland, and our Papiſts at 
home, might well be thought to have been 
greater than any we now have : for with- 
out theſe Qualifications, which ſome for their 
own end may ridicule, no Military Officers 
can ever be great. 

it is ſaid of Guſtavus Adolphus ( whoſe 
Greatneſs as to Civil as well as Military 
Art, is mentioned even in naming of him ) 
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beibg ſenſible that no Man abounds ſo much 
in Knowledg, that hearing the Sentiments 
of others may not be of advantage to him, 
he had his certain places and times for ex- 
poſing himſelf to all that had any thing to 
ſay by Petition or otherwiſe ; and ſo fami- 
liarized his Soldiers, that he would ſome- 
times in deep Snows in the Winter march 
on foot with his Army, and lie in his Tent 
npon Straw, whereby he made himſelf 
Maſter of the Hearts and Aﬀections of his 
People of all ſorts. My Lord Bacon faith, 
that Tacitarnity in a Fool is Wiſdom, but 
in a Man of Underſtanding Weakneſs; and 
agrecable hereunto the Apoſtle's InſtruCti- 
on, ( Fam. 1. 19.) To be ready to hear, and 
ſlow to ſpeak, is to be underſtood as ia Re- 
proof of thoſe that know not when to 
ſpeak, and when to be filent. 

[t is a Debt due to thoſe. Heroes who 
have been indued with theſe Qualifications, 
or ſuch of them as were proper for the Poſt 
they were in, to have them as Precedents 
recorded to Poſterity in Celebration of their 
Memories ; as the Grandfather of the pres 
ſent Landrgrave of Heſs-Caſtle is an emi- 
nent Inſtance, That when the Crown of 
Sweden was deſerted by all the ruling Princes 
of Germany in making their Peace with the 
Emperor, ſave himſelf, his Faithfulneſs to 
his Word was ſu@; that he refuſed to 
follow 
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follow their Example, ſaying, He would not 
for feit his Faith, tho he left not his Son a Houſe 
30, put his Head in, which provoked the 
Emperor in 1636, being then Maſter of 
the Field, to fall upon him, burning in his 
Territories ( according to common Fame ) 
3600 Dorps, or Villages, leaving him no 
conſiderable Places beſides Caſſel and Ze- 
genhagen, which he could not maſter ; and 
yet 41] this could not ſhake the Fidelity of 
this great and good rince : For the Impe- 
rialii:s were no ſooner drawn off, after they 
thought they ha ruined him, than he took 
the Field :freſh in 1637, with an Army of 
his 9wn Subjects, brave and faithful to the 
Cauſe, taking that Summer the Town called 
the Feight, near the City of Breman, where 
Ind the Honour ard Satisfatticn to ſee 
him he took his Winter-Quarters in Eaft 
Frizeland and at Licre : it pleaſed God that 
Year to take him to himſelf, exceedingly 
lamented by all Sorts and Qualities ; he left 
the Conduct of his Affairs (his Children 
being very young) to his excellent Lady, 
a Daughter of the Houſe of Hanover, near 
Franckford upon the Main, who was then 
with him, and 24ylander, an experienced 
Souldier,for her General : and ſhe anſwering 
her Husband's and his Anceſtors Zeal for the 
Proteſtant Religion, and his Faithfulneſs in 
her Adheſion to the &wedes, ſhe by God's 

Bleſſing 
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Bleſſing and wiſe Condu@, recovered by 
degrees all their Loſſes; and by the Peace 
at Iunſter in 1648, ſhe had given her 
500000 Rix Dollars, \elides a great Ad- 
dition to their Inheritance of Eccleſiaſtical 
Lands, as a juſt Reward for their Faith. 
fulneſs to their Word and Promiſe by their 
Declaration in the beginning of the War; 
an Example for Princes to be true to their 
Ingagements, as that which is acceptable 
and pleaſing unto God, And this Aliena- 
tion of Church-Lands could not be hin- 
dered by the Pope's Legat, Plenipotentiary 
at making of the Peace at unſter, who 
was after made Pope Alexander V1I. 

It is recorded of two of the French 
Kings, and to the Honour of him that uſed 
to ſay, If Faith were loſt in the World, it 


ſhonld be found in him; and to the perpetual 


Infamy of the other who uſed to ſay, That 
he that knew not how ts diſſemble, knew not how 
to reign; as If God had left the World de- 
ſtitute of honeſt means of Preſervation ; an 
Atheiſtical Principle. 

The Iniquity of the late Times was ſo 
great, that nothing that could help the in- 
troducing of Slavery was left unattempted ; 
infomuch that we owe our Deliverance 
meerly to the Providence of God. The 
giving Power to the King to levy Money in 
the Interval of Parliaments upon emergent 

Occahions, 
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follow their Example, ſaying, He would not 
for feit bis Faith, tho he left not hus Son a Houſe 
#0, put bis Head in, which provoked the 
Emperor in 1636, being then Maſter of 
the Field, to fall upon him, burning in his 
Territories ( according to common Fame ) 
3600 Dorps, or Villages, leaving him no 
conſiderable Places beſides Caſſel and Zie- 
genhagen, which he could not maſter ; and 
yet 41] this could not ſhake the Fidelity of 
this great and good rince : For the [mpe- 
rialii:s were no ſooner drawn off, after they 
thought they hai ruined him, than he took 
the Field :freſh in 1637, with an Army of 
his own Subjects, brave and faithful to the 
Cauſe, taking that Summer the Town called 
the Feight, near the City of Breman, where 
I had the Honour ard Satisfaction to ſee 
him > he took his Winter-Quarters in Eaft 
Frizeland and at Liere - it pleaſed God that 
Year to take him to himſelf, exceedingly 
lamented by all Sorts and Qualities; he left 
the Conduct of his Affzirs (his Children 
being very young) to his excellent Lady, 
a Daughter of the Houſe of Hanover, near 
Franckford upon the Main, who was then 
with him, and AAlander, an experienced 
Souldier,for her General : and ſhe anſwering 
her Husband*s and his Anceſtors Zeal for the 
Proteſtant Religion, and his Faithfulneſs in 
her Adheſion to the &wedes, ſhe by God's 
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Bleſſing and wiſe Condu@, recovered by 
degrees all their Loſles ; and by the Peace 
at Munſter in 1648, ſhe had given her 
500000 Rix Dollars, elides a great Ad- 
dition to their Inheritance of Ecclefiaſtical 
Lands, as a juſt Reward for their Faith- 
fulneſs to their Word and Promiſe by their 
Declaration in the beginning of the War ; 
an Example for Princes to be true to their 
Ingagements, as that which is acceptable 
and pleaſing unto God, And this Aliena- 
tion of Church-Lands could not be hin- 
dered by the Pope's Legat, Plenipotentiary 
at making of the Peace at unſter, who 
was after made Pope Alexander V1I. 

It is recorded of two of the French 
Kings, and to the Honour of him that uſed 
to ſay, If Faith were loſt in the World, it 


ſhonld be found in him; and to the perpetual 


Infamy of the other who uſed to ſay, That 
he that knew not how ts diſſemble, knew not how 
to reign as if God had left the World de- 
ſtitute of honeſt means of Preſervation ; an 
Atheiſtical Principle. 

The Iniquity of the late Times was ſo 
great, that nothing that could help the in- 
troducing of Slavery was left unattempted ; 
infomuch that we owe our Deliverance 
meerly to the Providence of God. The 
giving Power to the King to levy Money in 
the Interval of Parliaments upon emergent 
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Occaſions, which he was to be Judg of; 
was projected by our Councillors, and that 
failing, a general Exciſe for the perfeCting 
our Slavery ; and to get a Majority in the 
Houſe to effect it, all ways poſſible were 
uſed ; as the buying the Votes of Members ' 
of Parliament, by Penſtons ( the higheſt of 
Treaſons in the Judgment of .that great 
Oracle of the Law, Sir John Maynard Y 
maintaining Tables at the publick Charge z 
managed by ſome Members of the Houſe, 
that what could not be done by dry Money, 
might be by Debaucizery, highly odious, as 
well in the Executors as Deſtgners ; both 
proceeding from ſordid, flaviſh and non- 
manly Principles: And ſo many Members 
had by theſe means liſted themſelves againſt 
Magna Charta, that had they not feared the 
ſelling of the Nation would have proved 
the ſelling their own Stipends or Wages, all 
had gone; which leaves us without being 
indebted in the leaſt to our Truſtees, for 
refuſing to give us up to Arbitrary Power 
and Popery. But Ido not in this deny, but 
that there were ta this a conliderable num- 
ber of* worthy Patriots, that would rather 
have ſuffered Death, than have ſold the 
Rights and PrivHeges of their Country, 
(whoſe Names deſerve to be writ in Letters of 
Gold to Poſterity,,whilſt the other to be ob- 


literated, or marked with Infamy) had they 
or 
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not (alas) been over-voted by a corrupt 
and depraved Party ; which muſt raiſe the 
Indignation of all true free-born Engliſh- 
men againſt thoſe in the late times. that 
have had any hand 1n plotting, projefting 
or abetting the berraving of their Country, 
if ſtill they continue the ſame Principles 
without remorſe. 

Beſides the ways uſed, as is before-men- 
tioned, for the introducing of Popery and 
Slavery. it may be obſerved, That where- 
as the Deſigns of good Queen Elizabeth 
were a-vainſt the Pope and his Adherents, 
the Deſigns of our late Governours have 
been for him and his Friends. All the little 
Tricks ſerviceable therein haiing been 
made uſe of ; as the impoſing Conſuls upon 
our Merchants abroad, in places where they 
had never been betore, meerly at their 
Charge, to gratify and oblige to them the 
worſt of Men; giving them Parents to leyy 
Money, under pretence of their Office, upon 
the Subjefts wirhourt rheir Conſent. con- 
trary to the Fundamental Liberties of 
England, as was done at Amſterdam, &c. 
And the like vigorouſly endeavoured in be- 
half of a. profelied Papilt at Roterdam, but 
by the ſuddenneſs of our Revolution they 
failed in that. And alſo another approach 
to Arbitrary Government, was the paſling 
by the Rules directed by the Law, for 
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chuſing Sheriffs for the Counties, and taking 
them at large, as might be moſt ſerviceable 
to unlimited Will and Luſt, &c. And ſuch 
PraCtices as theſe were ſo many, as are 
hardly to be enumerated ; and now having 
remembred theſe, they with what goes be- 
fore, and our League with France, for- ex- 
alting him in order to his humbling and 
bringing us low, one may think are enough 
to render thoſe Times, and the Actors in 
them odious and unfit for future Truſt ; 
nothing that comes from ſuch, tho never 
ſo plauſibly delivered, but the Integrity of 
it ought to be ſuſpected : For as formerly 
they cried out of Forty one as a/Scarecrow, 
that Notion being now worn thread-bare, 
they have taken up that of a Commonwealth 
and the care of the Church, to cozen the 
good People of this Nation into a jealouſy 
of their beſt Friends, whilſt their Enemies 
work their Ruin ; but it 1s hoped that Ex- 
perienge hath made them wiſer, than to be 

{o impoſed upon by miſapplying of Names. 
The word Commonwealth, tho the Lan- 
guage of the Law, was endeavoured to be 
made an obnoxious Character of all ſuch as 
ſhould ſpeak of Law, or expect the benefit 
of it; and it is to be feared, that the ſame 
Projectors do aim at the ſame Deſign,,in 
adding to the word Commonwealth, the Care 
of the Church ; becauſe a plauſible Notion, 
| when 
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when it is in no danger, except of reducing 
them to a more ſober and yertuous Life and 
Converſation ; otherwiſe chey would think 
it for the honour of the Church, to have 
Men of Sobriety and Morality, accounted 
Members of it ; and yet they will not allow 
any to be of the Church of England, tho 
ſuch as were never at a ſeparace Congrega- 
tion in their Lives, and as ready and per- 
felt in their Reſponſes, as any Cathedral- 
Man whatever, if free from Immorality, 
and for ruling according to Law. 

But it is no wonder, that our bigotted 
Church-men ( who are the only Men I 
mean ) ſhould be willing to forget Forty 
one, and in place thereof to take up an 
outcry for Care of the Church; becauſe 
about that time the Committee for ſcan- 
dalous Miniſters, appolated by Parliament, 
diſcovered great Lewdneſs and Ignorance 
in many of the Clergy ; and had not the 
War prevented their Proceedings, they 
had at that time purged the whole King- 
dom of inſufficient, Popiſhly-affeted, ſu- 
perſtitious and debauched Miniſters ; but 
having no Command over any, ( by reaſon 
of the War) ſave ſuch as were near, hand ; 
they could not receive Information from 
above fix or ſeven Counties, which afforded 
them ( according to my Information ) not 
above three Centries; the  firit of which 
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( having eſcaped the Flames of London ) is 
to be bought at Mrs. 4/iler's, Bookſeller, near 
St. Paul's Church ; 'by which it appears, they 
were ſo horridly ſcandalous, that the Par- 
liament cou'd not have expoſed the Church, 
and therein the Biſhops of thoſe Times, for 
want of care in their Viſitations, had not 
Complaints from Oxford, for having un- 
juſtly deprived them, forced the Parlia- 
ment for their own Vindication, to make 
the Names of the particular Miniſters with 
their Crimes known by publiſhing them in 
Print. 

And if by the outcry of having a Care 
of the Church, is meant the having ſuch ano- 
ther Inquiſition, all ſober Men will readily 
agree to it; and if in the time of Charles 
the Ficit, of ſo celebrated a Memory for 
Piety, there was need of ſuch an Inquiry in- 
to the Lives,Converſations,Popiſhly-aftefted 
and Inſviliciency of the Clergy, it may well 
be thynzht much mofe needful, after the 
ſevera! Reigns of his- two Sons. Beſides, 
if they be rot prevented, they may, as 
they have already begun, go on in taking 
vpon {mm the Legiſlative Power, by far- 
ther Inz-{itions in the Worſhip of God : 
For the che Act for injoyning the Book of 
Comm-:: Prayer forbids both afhirmatively 
and negatively, any other Method or Form 
of Service, Rites or Ceremonies than is 

there 
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there diretted, they are great Non-Confor- 
milts, in difobeying that Rul:, in ſeveral 
Additions in approach to Popery, as in their 
ſecond Service, of which a third part of the 
Congregation cannot hear a word. In the 
Miniſters reading one Verſe in the Pſalms, 
and the People another, therein taking the 
Miniſter's Office out of his hands. In the 
- Miniſter and Clark reading together with a 
loud Voice the Lord's-Prayer, in a way void 
of Reverence due to Prayer. In the uſe of 
Organs 1n the ſinging of Pſalms, with other 
unwarrantable Additions, this laſt being de- 
clared againſt 1n.our Homilies, which Ho- 
miles with the thirty fix Articles ( confir- 
med by Act of Paritament, the other three 
wanting (as I have heard) that Sanction ) 
contain the Doctrine of our Church, ſo that 
theſe and other Arbitrary Additions to our 
Diſcipline eſtabliſhed by Law, ſeems to have 
been on purpoſe to hinder Deyotion, and 
make the People Godleſs, according to 
Laud's Deſign, in his Declaration for Sports 
on the Lord's-Day 3 for thoſe that cannot 
read, or have no Books, which may be 
reckohed three quarters of an Epiſcopal 
Congregation, cannot have any benefit, ei- 
ther by reading the Pſalms in the manner 
now uſed, or by ſinging with Organs, and 
all the Plea for the latter I ever heard of, 
is to help the People to ſing in tune, to the 
F 3 pleaſing 
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pleaſing of the Ear, a very unwarrantable 
Excuſe, God icquiring all to ſing with Grace 
1n the Heart, and nut a few to ſing with 
Art, whilſt the reſt doth not underſtand 
what is ſung. And to this may be added, 
the endeavouring to make it a ſuperſtitious 
Faſhion to ſit bare during Sermon, which 1s 
a new Impoſition brought in by Land, and 
not practiſed above two or three Years, 
before put down by the wiſe long Parlia- 
ment, and ſo continued, till the Reſtaura- 
tion of Charles the Second, with whom came 
in all Zazd's Praftices. And this of ſitting 
bare in Sermon-time, 1s not known in any 
othcr Chriſtian Church : for tho the Pa- 
piſts are bare in their Church out of Service- 
time, whom we endeavour to imitate in that 
circumſtauce, yet they are covered during 
Sermon, wherein we out-go them z*the rea- 
ſon for which I leave to themſelves, con- 
feſling I never underſtood any for the one 
more than for the other. And it it be ob- 
zeCted, thar our Church doth not command 
being bare during Sermon; yet they do it, 
in making it uncivil to do otherwiſe. And 
the Miniſter of Finchly, not long tince, cauſed 
ore for being covered whilſt he was in his 
Sermon to be committed ; who, bringing his 
clion againſt the Juſtice for falſe Impri- 
fonment, recovered good Damages of him ; 
which, tho ſufficient to prove the Church's 
Uſurpa= 
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Uſurpation In this matter, they do notwith- 
ſtanding go on in It, as a part of that new 
Popery formerly intended by Laxd in his 
time. The Foundation of which was laid 
in an increaſe of Ceremonies, Dominion and 
Popiſh Grandeur, with little regard to Re- 
ligion, or the Power of Godlineſs; for 
which cauſe it lay dormant till lately, that 
it again ſprung up with falſly aſſuming the 
Name of the Church of England eſtabliſhed 
by Law ; whereas if the Practices of moſt 
of our Churches be examined by the laſt 
Act of Uniformity, they will be found Non- 
conformilſts in their offenſive Additions, to 
the Prejudice of the Church, hindering 
thereby many joyning with them, which 
otherwiſe might come in : and this the late 
pious Biſhop of Lincoln uſed to call by way 
of diſlike Superconformity, tho perhaps his 
Mildneſs could not contend againſt the 
Stream for Reformation herein, no_ not ' 
in his own Dioceſs : But from hence I will 
take the freedom to recommend to our Re- 
verend Biſhops, the reducing the Church in 
their Practice to the+legal Rule, and nor 
leave a neceſlity upon the Parliament to do 
that which is their Province, the keeping the 
Church conformable in their ſeveral Offices 
as well as in Doctrine, according to the Rule 
eſtabliſhed by Law, as in the thirty lix Ar- 
ticles, Homilies and Rubrick, which will be 
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more effeftual in gaining Nonconformiſts 
than any other way; and till then, our 
Church-men ought not to pretend to the 
Title of Conformiſts, for going contrary to 
the cſtabliſh'd Rule, is as well Nonconformi- 
ty in the Epiſcopal Party as 1n the Presbyte- 
rians or Independents, and allowing an Ar- 
bicrary Power to Church-men is dangerous, 
not knowing wherein their Itch therein 
willrett. For it appears by the Writings of 
former Ages, that ic was the'trimming Con- 
nivance of ſome learned and pious Men, at 
ſeeming immaterial Ceremonies, that firſt 
gave the riſe to Popery, the Conſequence 
whereof, hath been the ruin in a great mea- 
ſure of the Chriſtian Church, as the like 
Weakneſs hath been the dcſtruction of 
common Liberty in moſt of the Commu- 
nities In the Wor'd : for it cannot be ima- 
gined that Rational Creatures would ever 
by an 011ginal Contract ( from whence pro- 
ceeds all Jawtul Government:) glve up their 
Rights ro the Arbitrary Will of one Per- 
ſon, and his Heirs and Succeſlors, who may 
be ungovernably wilful Ideots, or worſe (as 
the late King of Portugal ) and fo inſtead of 
anſwering their Promotion (the Good of 
the Community ) they may prove the ruin 
of it : And therefore as there is a right and a 
wrong in Civil as well as Eccleſiaſtical Obe- 
dience, defied by Holy Writ, and Human 
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Laws, it is every Man's Duty to ſtudy both, 
and being Maſter thereof, to abide by the 
Truth, without warping or tiimming, and 
alſo to be aware of the fraudulent miſap- 
plying that good Temper of Moderation, 
which the worſt of Men docommonly make 
uſe of for advancing a bad Cauſe, and in- 
ſnaring Men of Sincerity, of whom when 
they have gaincd their Point. they wil] be 
infallibly true to their Maxim of taking all 
they can get, and parting with nothing they 
can keep, which ought to caution thoſe of 
Integrity to be in their ſeveral Stations, as 
ſteady to Vertue and Trath, as others are 
to their falſe and wicked Deſigns. 

This may perhaps be thou: ht Severity 
upon the Church, but there 1s no general 
Rule without an-Exception : and | believe 
there are many good Men to be hereii ex- 
cepted ; tho the generality are guilcy., and 
ſo bigotted. that there is 1:0 obliging rhem, 
or Quarter to be had with them by any bur 
ſuch as themſelves, which is the uchappy 
Cauſe of our great Diviſions at this time, 
eſpecially in the City of Zondon ;, and that 
which is worſt of all, without Remedr, to 
long as nothing leſs than the Denial of 
Senſe, Reaſon and Morality will be allowed 
by our Bigots ( the Perſons I only complain 
of ) as the Conditions of Union and C ON= 
verſation; and theſe following Inſtances 
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may well be thought in ſome meaſure a 
Proof hereof : As, the Lientenancy refuſing 
a Captain, becauſe it was objected againſt 
him that he had ſixteen Years before heard 
that eminent Miniſter of the Goſpel, 
Mr. Fenkins (now with God ) preach a 
Sermon : As another was refuſed by one of 
their Captains, being his Lieutenant, for 
anſwering to the Queition of what Miniſter 
he heard ? That he heard ſuch an one, a 
moderate Church-man ; upon which he was 
told by the Captain, that Moderation would 
not ſerve at/ this time ; and therefore re- 
jetted him as not for his turn : Whereupon, 
the Party that ſhould have been his Enſign 
being by, and hearing it, moved with In- 
dignation thereat, rejected him for his Im- 
moderation, apd denied to ſerve him ; and 
all this ſince the Af of Toleration. Bur 
this Spirit reigns ſo violently in them, that 
they are now feared to be more ready than 
formerly, ſhould they, by Sheriffs like them- 
ſelves, be called upon Juries to murder and 
undo by falſe Verdicts, all that ſhall be 
known to own King Wilkiam and Queen 
Mary to be King and Queen de Fure as well 
as de Fatto. 

And now | leave Charles Il. whoſe Coun- 
cil and Favourites lefr nothing ugdone 
which might perfect the Deſtruction of 


England, ſave the ſelling Tangier to the 
French ;, 
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French ; which that they did not do, is one 
of the Wonders of this Reign. There 
needs no other Character of this King, than 
his Anſwer to one who deſired him to have 
regard in his Deportment to his Memory 
after Death, (viz.) That Let not Men ſpeak 
ill of him whilſt he lived, and he cared not 
_ they ſhould ſay of bim when he was 
de 


How he was taken away is in the dark, 
but vilely ſuſpeCted : His Succeſſor may be 
ſaid not to be ſo Godleſs as he, tho not 
leſs cruel 3 but from what Principle is not to 
be determined, unleſs it was from being 
both equal as to Fear, from whence Cruelty 
doth generally proceed. I know all the ill 
things done by the eldeſt Brother, is ordi- 
narily laid to the Charge of the younger ; 
wherein I differ from that common Opinion, 
believing that Charles I]. was never impoſed 
upon by James I. but the firſt having the 
Maſter-wit, and with it great Cunning, was 
willing his Brother ſhould have the Name 
of any thing offenſive- to the People, when 
even it was that. himſelt deſired moſt to 
have done. And thus ends the Reign of 
Charles II. whoſe Praftices for arriving at 
Arbitrary Power and Popery appear, in 
ſome degrees over and above what is be- 
fore mentioned, by the Aſhdavirs hereunto 
vunex'd, with Captain Wilkenſon's Informa- 
tion ; 


(76) 
tion ; which ſhew the Subordination of Per- 
Jury to have been uſed by his Miniſters, for 
taking away the Lives of innocent Men, 

James Il who ſucceeded his Brother 
Charles |[. ſending two Men to Amſterdam, 
when Duke of Tork, to burn their Ships-1n 
Harbour; who being taken, and at Execution 
confeſſing the Fact, ir ticks muci upon him 
In that Country. as do ſeveral other Actions 
in this, which for the ſake of his verruous 
Succellors, ought to be forgot, were It not 
neceſſary to give ſome Hints for the Vindi- 
cation of the preſent Government, and 
juſtifying the late King's Abdication. The 
burning of London, and the many Fires 
ſince at St. Katharines, Sonthwark , &c. be- 
_ Jonged without doubt to the Popiſh Plot ; 
and how far the then Duke of York was con- 
cerned therein, Colemar?s Letters in Print, 
in ſume kind ſhew. As alſo the Narrative 
of the Murder of my Lord of Eſſex, is a 
clear Demonſtration of thoſe that were 
concern'd in that more than cruel and bar- 
barous Aflaſſinacion; 

But to paſs by all other things before his 
coming to the Crown, he no ſooner arri- 
ved at the Throne, than he declared him- 
ſzIf a Papiſt; a Name ( in favour of that 
Religion ) out of faſhion ever ſince the 
Reſt.,uration ; but being the Language of 


the Law, I think fitcelt to be uled. —_ 
Ir 
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firſt appearing in Council after his Brother's 
Death, which was as quick as could. be, he 
promiſed to rule according to Law ; and 
yet, in two or three days after, commanded 
by Proclamation the Payment of Cuſtoms, 
before given by Parliament, which is con- 
trary to Law; and from that time forward 
went on in the ſame way, going publickly 
to Maſs the firſt Lord's- Day, of which Re- 
ligion the bigotted Church-men ( who will 
never believe any thing till it be roo late ) 
would not before own him to be. 

His Brother died on the Friday, and Sa- 
turday-leven-night after was in the Even- 
ing privately buried. Before the Funeral 
he knighted Sir Peter Rich, and ſoon after 
did the ſame by Sir Roger L'Eftrange, and 
made Sir George Feffries a Baron, none of 
which three, az may be obſerved, wou:d 
King Charles II. ſo far dignify, tho he had 
made them his Tools to ſerve the worſt of 
Turns. The now Sir Dudley North was 
knighted in his Sheriffalty, and p»ſlibly for 
the ſake of his Family ; for Sir Peter Rich, 
his Partner,. who joined with him in ap- 
pointing the Jury that found my Lord Ruſſel 
guilty, and brought him to Execution, was 
pailed by till James 11 came to the Crown, 
and judged him worthy of the Honour of 
Knighthood. 


This 
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This King called immediately a Parlia- 
ment, and thought he had by his Influence 
ſo pack'd one, that there were not thirty 
Members that would not do as they were 
bid. They gave him great Supplies of 
Money, and were as ſevere againſt the Duke 
of Monmouth, as himſelf was by his Inſtru- 
ments, Kirk and Feferies, againſt all in the 
Weſt, ſuppoſed to be of his Party, contrary 
to the Mercy of former Times, when the 
Suffering of a few-atoned for the reſt. But 
when Popery came upon the Stage, this 
Parliament would not ſerve the turn, which 
cauſed the adjourning and proroguing of 
it from time to time, hoping in the Inter- 
vals to have moulded it to his purpoſe ; but 
that not ſucceeding, at laſt he diſlolyed it, 
and then betook himſelf to Popiſh Counſels, 
Petre the Jeſuit being made one of his 
Council, and of his Cabal, 'not only con- 
trary to Law, but alſo to the Practice of 
" moſt, if not all other Popiſh Princes. For 
tho the Jeſuits make it their Deſign to ſcrue 
themſclves ſo far into the Favour of Princes, 
as to become their Confeſſors, that having 
Opportunity of infuſing wicked Principles 
into them, and by knowing their Secrets, 
may have the greater advantage of doing 
Miſchief; yet are ſeldom or never admitted 
Members of their Councils. The wiſe 
Venitians baniſhed them their ns 
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for their pernicious Principles, until, in 
requital of the Pope's aſliſting them in their 
Wars againſt the Tarks, they were received 
into the City of Yenice, Anno 1664. but are 
by the People, who hate them, very in- 
vidiouſly- looked upon there. Nay, Rome 
is ſo jealous of their Immorality ( as may 
be preſumed) that they rarely admit of 
above two or three at moſt, to. be at one 
time of the Conſiſtory, the Pope's Council, 
which conſiſts of ſeventy two Cardinals, 
when all are there, which is ſeldom or 

never. | 
Theſe Men hurried this King into all Ex- 
travagances, and the higheſt Invaſion of 
the Rights and Liberties of the People that 
had ever been attempted. The corrupting 
of our Mercenary Judges, to the making 
any thing Law he would have, for taking 
away the Lives of innocent Men at his Plea- 
ſure, and giving him the Diſpenſing Power : 
The ſetting up extrajudicially Eccleſiaſtical 
Commiſſioners, to turn Men out of their 
Freeholds at their pleaſure, as at Magdalen- 
College in Oxford: The- ereC(ting Popiſh 
Schools, Chappels, Convents and Semina- 
ries, all expreſly againſt Law : The Breach 
of his repeated Promiſes, and Coronation- 
Oath : Theſe, 1 ſay, were all but Trifles, 
compared to his Perſonal Endeavours of 
overturning our Foundations, 1n going from 
Town 
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Town to Town, to diſcourage thoſe Ma- 
giſtrates that would not engaze to ſend ſuch 
Members to the Parliament ( he then in- 
tended) as would repeal the Teſt and Penal 
Laws, and cajole thoſe that would : His 
- turning out the Mayor and beſt of the Alder- 
men of York, and chuſing Papiſts in their 
room, had not the Commiſſion been defective 
as £0 the filling thoſe empty Places ; ſo that 
that City was without a Mayor, till his pre- 
ſent Majeſty reſtored them to their Rights : 
As alſo his commiſſionating others, under the 
Name of Regulators, to reform (as they cal- 
led it) oth: r Corporations; and all tothe end 
of having the Teſt removed ( the only Ob- 
ſtaclz)) that the Way might be open for an 
entire Popiſh Parliament, who would have 
been ſure, in twelve Months time,,go have 
made new Laws againſt all Dillenters from 
Popery, and have perſecuted them tor the 
ſame with Fire and Fagot. 
As to the propounding an Equivalent, or 
a new Magna Charta for eſtabliſiing Liberty 
of Conlcience, which ſhould be vnalterable, 
- that was ſo vain and idle, 2s could not ex- 
pect Belief or Regard from any, ſave Men 
of little Wit or Proſpect : for it ever will 
be, as it ought tobe, in the power of ſuc- 
ceeding Parliaments, to repeal the As of 
former : And therefore, tho the King might 
promiſe he would not conſent, during his 
time, 
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time, to any Alteration, he could not 
promiſe ſo much for his Succeſſors ; and 
farther, as to himſelf, his Steadinefs to 
his Engagement herein (after Breach of 
his Coronation-Oath, and re-iterated Pro- 
miſes of ruling according to Law) might 
well be ſuſpefted. Beſides, had he really 
intended to make good his Promiſe, the 
Church of Rome ( which, by his own Prin- 
ciples, is his Superior) would have forbid 
it: And he that is not ignorant of their 
murdering Doctrine and PraCtices, in ceſe 
of Diſobedience, durſt not have diſobeyed 
for fear of a Doſe, or a Fig. So it is no 
leſs to be admired that the Papiſts ſhould 
make ſuch ridiculous Propoſitions to a 
knowing Proteſtant People, as that there 
ſhould be found any among them who would 
give heed to the leaſt thing of this nature 
coming from their implacable Enemies. 
There were in a few days two Proclama- 
tions of Pardon publiſhed, the latter ex- 
cepting ſome that had been pardoned by 
the former, when the Parties being beyond 
the Sea, could not be guilty of new Tranſ- 
greſſions, nor hearing of the one before the 
other, the diſtance of Time being too 
littlz; and, as it is (aid, one or both was 
not ſealed, deſignedly negleted by Jeferys, 
that Engine of Cruelty, and Monſter of 


* Impudence. Nay, it is ſaid, that the King, 
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upon hearing of the Prince of Orange*s Ex- 
padition for England, ordered the Reſtora- 
tion of, the Fellows of Magdalen-College in 
Oxford; ang upon the News of his Diſaſter 
at Sea, gave preſently contrary Order. All 
which is a-clear Demonſtration of his Prin- 
ciples, and how little his Promiſes or Par- 
dons are to be relied upon. For tho ſuch 
Immoralities were hateful with Pagan Rome, 
where all manner of juggling by Mental 
Reſervations, Equivocations and Unfaith- 
fulneſs were odious, they are now praQiiſed 

by Chbriftzan Rome, and her Fayourites, 
The Arts and Tricks his Predeceſlors 
had: made uſe of, for Oppreſtion and In- 
juſtice (as by Inzauendos, &c.) to take away 
the Lives and Eſtates of honeſt Men, were 
by bis Blood-thirſty Inſtruments iltegally 
improved ; as the Deaths of Alderman 
Corniſh, and Mr. Charles Bateman, and the. 
barbarous and inhuman Proceedings againſt 
Dr. Oazes, do ſufficiently evince ; he having 
been, without Precedent, ſo cruelly and un- 
mercifully uſed, as may charitably be con- 
cluded, was intended by that way to have 
murdered hia, becauſe they could not have 
the leaſt Colour of Law for doing it other- 
wiſe ; and that he out-liv'd the Barbarity of 
it, he hath reaſon to acknowledge a Miracle of 
Mercy from God, and for it walk thank-_ 
fully before him all the days of his Life. 
But 
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But: beſides this, this whole Reign was 6 
leſs than Violence and Cruelty, as appears 
by excepting about one hundred and eighty 
Perſons by Name out of his- Pardon, upott 
the Duke of ' Monmouth*s Invaſion z and by 
Qualifications, ſcarce any that were not 
profelled Papiſts, or as bad, were left un- 
queſtionable ; eſpecially if ever they had 
crolled the. Seas, by that Exception of all 
Treaſons beyond the Seas. Sotne of thoſe 
excepted were Girls at School, from ſeven 
to ten” Years of Ape, for giving Ribbons to 
a few of the Duke?s Souldiers 3 and they 
with the reſt were, by Order of the King 
and Council, profecuted for Rebels, by the 
King's Envoys Extraordinary with the 
States-General, upon pretence of their Ar 
ticles of Peace, To that end, ſuppoſing 
them all to be fled into their Countries; an 

the Faith of the Nation being engaged for 
the truth of ir, by the Envoys Averment 
thereof, the States not thinking it decent ro 
queſtion the Validity of the Accuſation, 


- gave Sentence of Baniſhment, upon pain of 


Death, againſt the whole Number ( fave 
two of three that had bought their Pardongy 
the Children being included) that ſhould 
come into their Tertitories : Yet; had all 
that were in any of the Countries under 
their Dominions been brought to a Trial, 
is was but a few which had been with the 
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Dake of Monmouth that could have been 
found guilty of Rebellion, accerding to the 
Proceſs ; however, could they by this means 
have got them all ſent home, they would 
there, right or wrong, have bcen murdered, 
as was Sir Thomas Armſtrong. But the In- 
juſtice of this ought to reflect only upon 
the King's evil Counſel, for the Violation 
of the Faith of the Nation with a Foreign 
State (which ought to be ſacred ) ; and nor 
upon the States for giving Credit to the 
Information, which, according to the Rules 
of Nations, ought to have been authentick ; 
and being falſe, it was highly injurious to 
the States, of which had they known, they 
might well have complained : But the King, 
for the Immorality of it, hath received his 
Reward (tho the reſt eſcape) in a juſt Ab- 
dication; and we the Benefit by an bappy 
Exchange for the better. The Lord grant 
we may not ſin away our Mercies. 

After twenty eight Years induſtrious En- 
dezvonrs to debavch the Nation by wicked, 
profane and atheiſtical Examples, which 
prevail! more with corrupt Nature than 
Precepts » this King, who by adding of Pa- 
piſts in all Employments, having brought 
the Judges, Gariſons, Sheriffs and Juſtices 
of the Peace throughour all the Nation to 
his Devotion, and got a ſtanding Army of fx 
and thirty thouſand Horſe and Foot, every 
| way 
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way well accommodated, wanting nothing 
in the Eye of Reaſon, we were left with- 
out the,lealt hopes of Recovery, the Help 
of Man ſeeming tro be in vain : bur then, 
when he ſaid in his Heart, All was his own, 
and none ſhould controul him, it pleaſed 
God in his Providence, for the Good of his 
People, to infatuate him, in- ſetting - up. a 
ſuppoſitirious Prince of Wales, to dilinherit 
his own Children, and the Heirs to the 
Crown ; which when nothing elſe in hu- 
man Proſpect could have done ir, this opened 
the Eyes of all ſober Proteſtants, to the ſee- 
ing his Deſign of leaving usand our Poſte- 
rity under Popiſh Idolatry and Thraldom 
from whence aroſe an Agreement for forcing 
him to rule according to Law; 2s he was 
by Oath obliged ; which cauſing him to ab- 
dicate the Government, in running away, 
and_applying himſelf to the great Tyrant 
of the Earth fer Help, gave the People 
the Opportunity of allerting their natural 
Right, I providing for their own Security, 
by chuſing King William and Queen Mary 
for their rightful and legal Sovereigns ; 
whom 'the Lord in Mercy bleſs with a long 
and proſperous Reign over us. And whilit 
we give due Honour to the Inſtruments, 
let us not forget aſcribing the Praiſe and 
Glory due ro Almighty God, as the Aurhor 
and Principal of our Deliverance, ard have 
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always in 2 thankful Remembrance this, and 
all other his ſaving Providences towards 
this poor Nation, through ſeyeral Reigns 
and Ages. | 

Whilſt the Church of England was under 
Perſecution in the Perſons of the Biſhops, 
the Preſident of Magdalen-Coltege in Cam- 
bride, and the Preſident and Fellows of 
Magdalen-College in Oxford, they were full 
of Compaſſion and Brotherly-Kindneſs to- 
wards Dillenters, and ready to join with 
them for Redreſs of Grievances, by the help 
of the Prince of ' Orange, now King of Eng- 
land, &c. but were no ſooner free from their 
Fears of being ſuperceded by Prieſts and 
Jeſuits; and many of them by the At of 
Grace from being deſervedly puniſhed for 
their murdering Praftices, and alſo re- 
ceiving Encouragement from the Change of 
the Licutenancy, and diſcountenancing the 
Royal Regiment, then headed by ſome who 
ſtood in need of a Party to render them 
conſiderable, that thereby they might blot 
out the Remembrance of former Crimes ; 
then they forgot former Profeſlions of Mo- 
deration, and the Afflictions. of their Bre- 
thren; and to that degree, that they ca- 
balled for increaſipg their Burdens, and mo- 
nopolizing all Employments to themſelves, 
by continuing the Sacramental Teſt, tho ta 
the fatal Detriment of the Kingdom nh 
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had not that Bar for. truſtivg Difſenters 
been in the way, /fland (in the Opinion 
of thoſe that beſt knew that Country ) 
might have been reduced with much more 
Eaſe, to the ſaving moſt of che Blood and 
Treaſute that hath been ſpent upon it; 
and. I fear the Blood ſo needleſly ſpilt will 
= at their Doors that were the Authors 

OT It. 4 
It were the Diſſenters that ſayed Londor- 
Derry, and in that preſerved Ireland : for tho 
by the Artifice of ſome eminent Conformiſts, 
the Honour was aſcribed to Mr. Wakker, and 
his Party, (for which he got a Reward he 
did not deſerve) it appears by the Narra- 
tive of that Siege, writ by Mr. ackenzy, 
Chaplain to a Regiment during -the Siege, 
and writ with that Candor and Faithfulneſs 
as carries its Teſtimony with it, the ' Ap- 
plauſe and Reward belonged to the Diſlen- 
ters; for even the Anſwer to this Book, in 
behalf of Mr.Walker, doth no way dere&t, but 
rather gives it Credit. But Mr. alker being 
dead, I ſhall forbear all farther Refletions 
upon him, he having been a good-natur?d 
Man, and what he did amils, being from the 
Influence of others : He confefied there were 
four Nonconformiſts in the Town for one 
Conformilt ; and ſome ſay eight for one ; bur 
the' Authority being in the Church-men, 
who were timorous, it not worſe, you will 
G 4 find- 
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find by Mr. Mackenzy's Relation, that it was 
the Afobzle, who were Diſſenters, that faved 
the Place, againſt the Will of the reſt. And 
I think it may deſervedly be obſerved, that 
the London-Diſſenters, and the good-natur'd 
Church-men, their Friends, have far out- 
vied in Aﬀection to the Government, the 
bigotted Church-Party, by their free and 
liberal ſupplying upon all occaſions their 
Majeſties with Sums of Money, notwith- 
ſtanding the fears they are in from the 
Change of the Lieutenancy. 

Now I ſuppoſe I may be cenſured, as be- 
ing diſcontented for want of Employment, 
as not being able to qualify my ſelf. To 
which I anſwer, That thoſe that know me, 
know I never ſought any Employment ; and 
if 1 had, I have a Latitude to qualify my 
ſelf : So that I my truly affirm, that what 
] here write, proceeds purely from Aﬀecti- 
on to my Country, and the Cauſe of God. 

The Town of Lendon-Derry was at laſt 
relieved, and, as is ſaid, might have been 
fix Weeks ſooner, with leſs Difficulty, and 
the ſaving of four or five thouſand Lives, 
which in that time died of Famine, After 
the Relief of.it, Col. Murrey, and thirteen 
Troops of Horſe, who had done the greateſt 
Service-in defending of the Town, were 
reduced, and greatly ſuſpeed, for no other 
reaſon than becauſe Diſlenters, m—_ 

rom 
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from Debauchery ; tho. we may obſerve, 
that atter Relief of that Town, little of 
moment was done till His Majeſty's happy 
Arrival, ſave what was done by thoſe called 
Innukiling-Men, who, tho nor all Liſlenters, 
are much of their Judgment, Friends to 
them, and joined with them ; which one 
would think might have recommended the 
reſt of that ſort to Employment in theſe- 
difficult Times. And that it did not, is un- 
accountable: For if thoſe muſt be imploy?d 
that in the Opinion of By-ſtanders, who 
ſee more than Gameſters, have forfeited 
their Fidelity, and the Sacramental Teſt, a 
Qualification for Ale-houſes ( which ſcme- 
times prove Bawdy-houſes ) continued as a 
Bar againſt ſuch as have ſignaliz'd their Sin- 
cerity and Integrity, becauſe called Nor- 
conformiſts, whilſt Church-men are the ſame, 


 Nonconformity being nothing elſe than 


ractiſing contrary to the Ryle eſtab.iſhed 

y. Law, whereof the Church-men are 
guilty in many Particulars, we cannot ex- 
peCct a Bleſling to attend our Undertakings. 
And I do effrm, that ncne can deſire 
to deprive their Majeſties in this time of 
War, the uſe of thoſe they call Diſſenters, 
(who having no Abdicated or Romiſh Supe- 
riour, cannot have any cther Intereſt than 
their Majeſties) ſave ſuch as are either. weak 
in their Underſtandings, Jacobires in their 
Aﬀections, 
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Aﬀettions, Papilts in their Religion, or un- 
dly Perſecuters in their Natures ; from all 
which the Lord in Mercy deliver this Na- 
ion. 

I do not aim herein at reflefting upon the 
Conformilts in general ; for it muſt be con- 
feſt that there are many ſober, vertuous and 
religious Perſons of that Judgment, as Zox- 
- dont hath experienced, in being, contrary to 
whar was deſigned by others, providentially 
preſerved by them, as appears by the Op- 
poſition the worthy and then moſt deſervin 
Lord Mayor, Sir Thomas Pilkington, ha 
met with from thoſe that were Hefors for 
delivering up of Charters, and joining with 
Fefferies, &c. in all Arbitrary and Tyranni- 
cal Ways and for no other Reaſon that 
we know, than for his being, next under 
God and Her Majeſty, by his wiſe Condu& 
in the Abſence of the King, the Preſerver 
of this City and Nation in Peace and Safe- 
ty : for his Oppoſers were no ſooner de- 
livered by the Att of Grace from fear of 
Puniſhment for former Crimes, than they 
returned with the Dog to his Vomit, and 
with. the Swine to the wallowing in the 
Mireof their-corrupt Principles ; infomuch, 
chat 1 think one may, without breach of 
Charity, ſay, Thar there is none, who are 
not guilty: of great Ignorance, that were for 
turning out the then Lord Mayor, _ 
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ſuch as would, if they could, turn out the 
King alſo. 

But I would not be underſtood in this to 
complain of any ſave the Bigots of the 
Church, ſuch as will not allow of any to 
be of their number, who have Charity for 
thoſe that are not of their Communion, and 
have not the ſame Latitude ja all Immora. 
lity, as they have even to the taking away 
the Lives and Eſtates of Innocent Men that - 
are not of their minds, by falſe Verdicts, 
when it ſhall be in their Power : and thar 
they may reach their own Members, thar 
exceed them in Vertue and Sobriety, they 
nickname them with the Name of Common- 
weakths-7Aen , for ſince they cannot call 
them Drunkards, Swearers nor Whore- 
maſters, they will call them ſomething, to 
render them, as they think, odious. to the 
People. And for theſe Politicks, thoſe of 
this Age are obliged to Cronwel, who when 
his Succelles had begot in him a Reſolution 
to ſet up for himſelf, looking upon all ſuch 
as were of ſteady, unbiaſs'd, 1ſelf-denying 
Principles, for a thorow Reformation as to 
Rights and Liberties, to be Enemies to his 
Defign, he endeavoured to blaſt their Re- 
putations with the Nicknames of Levelters, 
23s at this time ſuch are to the ſame end 
charged with being Republicans : and be- 
cauſe two or three of them in thoſe _ 
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had not ſo much Heat and Zeal for Religion 
as they had for Liberty and Property, he 
loaded too many of his Oppoſers with the 
odious Name of Atheiſts, as our Church- 
Bigots do now by all of vertuous Principles . 
with the Charatter of being againſt the 
Church; as if all Religion were bound up 
in the uſe of their empty, illegal and im- 
poſed Ceremonies, which have ever been 
of great Prejudice, without any Beneht to 
the Church. But that Cromwe! may not 
loſe his due Praie, it muſt be confelsd 
that notwithſtanding his unpardonable Am- 
bition, he did ever promote Sobriety, and 
the Power of Godlineſs in others; whereas 
the Quarrel of our Church-Bigots to good 
Men. proceeds meerly from a hatred to Good- 
neſs, and fear of bzing by Reformation 
reſtrained in their Luſts and Immoralittes : 
and this way they miſchievouſly in favour 
cf our Abdicated King, pzrtinaciouſly per- 
ſevere, as knowing they ſhall thereby de- 
prive their Majeſties the uſe of their ſober 
and uſeful Subjedts, who cannot have any 
other Intereſt than to be faichful ro them. 
And tho they have reaſon to know, that 
rom the Experience the People have had 
of their Integcity and Uprightneſs, they are 
not to be coflened by 1njurious Names; yet 
from Machiavel's Rule, That by calumnia- 
ting boldly, ſomething will tick, they con- 
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tinne their Reproach, tho contrary to Senſe 
or Reaſon. Every Engliſh-Man that is. nor 
Knave or Fool, being as much a Common- 
wealths- man as thoſe they mean, who are no 
more for a, Republick, than Magna Charta 
and the Laws make them ; wherein they 
ought not to be thought Offenders; eſpecial- 
ly Queen Elizabeth, having uſed the word 
Commonwealth 1n her Speeches, and that it 
is the Language of the Law. Nay, ſuch is 
their impartial Malice, chat even the beſt 
of our Biſhops that are:not ſo uncharitable 
as themſelves, do not eſcape their Cenſures 
and falſe Reports, as, were it convenient, an 
Inſtance might be given : ard their Spleen 
hath had this effe, to hinder the moſt uſe- 
ful Men from ſerving their King and Coun- 
try, to the great Damage of both, if it 
prove not thetr Deſtruction, in keeping up 
the way for advancing Folly, Ignorance 
and Knavery, by a bare reſtraining the 
choice of Officers to one Party, which, if 
continued, may hazard the Ruine of this 
Kingdom. And for preventing the ſame, 
it were to be wiſhed, that as in a great 
meaſure the Bigots of the Church have had 
the Condutt of Afﬀairs this three or four 
Years, with 11] Succeſs ; that the moderate 
Men of all ſides might be tried, whether 


Afﬀairs will proſper better in their hands : 


By moderate Men, I mean thoſe of both 
Opinions, 
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Opinions, who are - free from groſs: and 
open Scandal, who are the Perſons upon 
whoſe Endeavours we may moſt reaſonably 
expect a Bleſling from God 3 for from the 
contrary Qualifications it is not to be hoped. 
And 1 am fully of Opinion with that good 
Man, who ſaith, ©* That Kingdoms and 


_ «. Commonwealths are not ia ſo much dan- 


« per from the Power and Policy of their 
*« Enemies withour them, as they are from 
<« the unreſtrained Debauchery, and crying 
&« Sins of their People that are within them; 
« there being no ſuch Traitors to the 
« Strength. of a Land, Underminers and 
&« Weakners thereof, as are unreformed 
« Provocations. And therefore, till Mei 
of Religious, or (atleaſt) Moral Principles, 
who ſhall ſerve their King and Country; 
not from ſel-ends, but from a true Zeal for 
Civil as well as Religious Liberty, be im- 
pores: (as ſuch are to be had) it cannot 
expected that England ſhould proſper : 
for common Swearers, Drunkards and 
Whoremaſters, who impudently carry their 
Whores into the Field, and to Sea, to cor- 
rupt (by their 1] Examples) the People; nor 
thoſe for King William, as King de fato only, 
will ever do the Work. And the Bigots 
of the Church cannot with ſo much reaſon 
call thoſe of their own Communion, Difſen- 
ters, becauſe they have Chriſtian __ 
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for Non-conformiſts, as they themſclves 
may be called of the Church of Rome, for 
declaring they had rather be Papiſts than 
Presbyterians, as many of them do; when 
their Difference with the Papiſts is upon 
Fundamentals, which concerns their Salva- 
tion ; and with the Presbyterians, by their 
own Confeſſion, but about things indifferent, 
which ought not to be impoſed, according 
to thet Scripture, For it ſeemed good to the 
Holy Ghoſt, and to ws, to lay upon you no greater 
Burden than theſe neceſſary things, Adts 15.28, 
' In ovr late Civil Wars, thoſe they then 
called Puritans, adhered to the Parliament : 
Theſe were divided about Church-Govern- 
ment, ſome for Pre:bytery, and others for 
Independency. The Parliament upon their 
Faſting-days for imploring a Bleſiing, and 
Days of Thankſgiving for Mercies received, 
appointed vſaally Miniſters of both Opi- 
nions to preach before them : Thoſe for 
Presbytery uſed to preſs the Parliament ſo 
ſrenuouſly for their Diſcipline, excluſive of 
all others, that had that great and wiſe Se- 
nate hearkned to them, they bad in all pro- 
bability fallen into Confuſion, and been de- 
ſtroy'd by their Enemies: of which Danger 
Mr. Jehn Goodwin, one equal to any in Learn= 
ing and Miniſterial Abilities, when called 
to preach before them, was ſo far front 
following the Example of his Brethren in 
croubling, 
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troubling them with Church-Politicks, that 
in his Prayer for the Parliament he had this 
Expreſſion 3 Lord, hadſt not thou made them 
vice than their Teachers, they bad been weaker 
than their Enemies! And O that Poſterity 
may not have cauſe to complain that it was 
an ignorant and ſelfiſh eſpouſing of Church- 
Bigotry that rujned the three Kingdoms of 
England, Scotland and Ireland: for as that 
Maxim of divide and rule, may in times of 
Peace be ſer-iccable to thoſe deſigning Ty- 
Tranny, it cannot be ſo in times of War, 
when not only a part, but the Aſſiſtance of 
the whole is necellary. And the French 
King, whilſt Spain was a Match for him, 
kept cloſe.to this Rule, lndulging his Pro- 
reſtant Subjects. equal to thoſe of the Church 
of Rome; the Importunity of his ambitious, 
and mercileſs Church-men having no Power 
with him, till thinking himfelf above all 
Mankind, and fear of any, that he then 
perſecuted and deſtroyed thoſe of the Pro- 


teſtant Religion, contrary to Faith, ſeveral - 


Edifts and Declarations for their Security 
in their Enjoyment of equal Privileges with 
the Papiſts : which Treachery and Ingrati- 
tude towards thoſe that had kept the Crown 
upon his Head, may be a Caution to all 
Sorts and Degrees to take heed how they 
truſt him, or any that have Dzpendance 
upon him 3 yet I am ſtrong in Faith, that 


his 
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his perfidious Dealings will in the end prove 
his DeſtruCtion. 

And farther, to enforce this Argument, 
(which I know will be little regarded by 
Church-Bigots and Formaliſts) it is to be 
obſerved, that it was, until the Kings Ar- 
rival in Ireland, thoſe of Religious Princi- 
ciples there, as alſo in Scotland and Piedmont, 
that have done any thing of moment, [and 
it is not without ſtrong ſuſpicion alſo tha 
thoſe two excellent Gentlemen, Lieut. Col. 
Cleland,and Major Henderſon] weredeſerted, 
who to ſave the Life of their Country loſt 
their own; and that the relieving of Lon- 
don-Derry in Ireland was delayed, both in 
deſign to reduce thoſe oyer-ſober Men, as 
of too vertuous Examples for thoſe Times. 
And as to Savoy, that Duke, whoſe Family 
hath from all Antiquity been great Perſe- 
cutors, Is now come totally off from that 
Helliſh and Deviliſh Principle, in uſurping 
the Prerogative of God, who only hath 
Dominion over the Conſcience, and 1s wil- 
ling to receive the Aſſiitance of his Reformed 
Subjects without debarring them by a Sacra- 
mental Teſt, the benefit of which he hath 
already ſufficiently experi-nced. And to 
this may be added the Example of Spar, 
as a warning to all of undepraved Senſe, 
to avoid Perſecution upon account of Re- 
ligion : for that Country when under Paga- 
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niſm, Mahometaniſm, with a mixture of Jus» 
daiſm, was populous, rich and flouriſhing, 

* beyond all or moſt Countries, is now under 
Chriſtianity, by Perſecution, become dif- 
peopled, beggarly, and of little account, 
compared to others formerly of no Conſi- 
deration to them. And let ohr Church- 
Bigots, in oppoſition to Religion and So- 
briety, improve to their uttermoſt their- 
Power and Intereſt for doing the Work up- 
on the Wheel by ſuch as themſelves, they 
will ſtill find, as they in Scotland, Ireland 
and Pzedmont hitherto have done, that God 
will diſtinguiſh the Serviceableneſs of ſober 
Men from that of his Enemies, Men of 
debauched Lives, evil Converſations, and 
immoral Principles ; and nothing but Re- 
formation, and their Majeſties uſe of all 
their Subjects, upon whoſe Faithfulneſs they 
may rely, can recover our ancient Glory, 
and make us again a Terror to our Ene- 
mies. And it may be foretold, that our 
Potent and Tyrannical Neighbour, who by 
Liberty in Religion firſt raiſed himſelf to 
that Height he is now arrived at, ſhall by 
his late contrary ACtings, loſe his Grandure, 
have all his Honour laid in the Duſt, and 
brought as low as he is now great. 

And to ſum up all concerning Church- 
Bigots, who place Religion in Formalities 
and Ceremonies, with Perſecution of all of 

contrary 
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contrary Opinions to them ; we may ob- 
ſerve that this ſort of Men ( without at- 
taining their Ends) have in all Ages and 
Nations been the Peſt of Mankind, occa- 
ſioning great Bloodſhed and Cruelty in all 
Countries, but eſpecially in Chriltendom : 
for the preventing of which for the future 
in this Kingdom, it is to be wiſhed that our 
Eccleſtalticks, whoſe Talents for Civil Go- 
verment Is very ſeldom commendable, were 
by Law confin'd to their proper Province, 
the Interpretation of the Scripture as to 
Practical Divinity, and leave - the Con- 
ſtruction of our Civil Law to them to whom 
it belongs 1n the [ntervals of Parliaments, 
( viz.) the Judges of the Land, who are 
{worn to the diſcharge of their Duty there- 
in; whereas bigorted Church-men, being 
looſe and ar liberty, are very partial in their 
Glolles, perverting the meaning thereof to 
their ſeparate Intereſt, tho tending to the 
Prejudice of the Nation. 

I think no ſober Perſon but will, after 
peruſal hereof, own our two laſt Reigns 
to have been cruel. unjuſt, and oppreſlive 
to the higheſt degree 3 and that ſuch Guilt 
could nor be contracted by our Kings, with- 
out Inſtruments imploy'd by them, who by 
Law are anſwerable for Miſcarriages in 
Government. And as Oppreſlion is a cry- 
ing Sin, that pulls down God's Judgments 
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upon a People, if not repented and re- 
formed ; ſo there is a Duty incumbent upon 
us, to anſwer the Rebukes we have lately 
met with from God in our Afﬀairs, by a 
ſpeedy and thorow Reformation, not de- 
ferring it till times of Peace; the want of 
Reformation being generally the occaſion 
of War. And God ſtems to call for it by 
the little uſe he hath made of our Immo- 
raliſts, either at Sea or Land, other than 
as a Scourge for our Sins. His Majeſty hath 
a great Reputation to be a profeſſed Enemy 
to Swearing, Drinking, Cheating, &c. And 
if thoſe, whoſe Calling makes it their Duty 
to promote Reformation, be the ObſtruCters 
of 1:, Flattery, which never proceeds from 
a ſincere Heart, will -not defend them a- 
gainſt the Almighty ; to whom I leave them, 
with putting them in mind, that an Inſtance 
might be given of a late Army commanded 
by old experienced Officers, never accuſed 
of want of Bravery; yet the Majority be- 
ing of lewd Principles as to Religion, and 
of looſe Diſcipline as to Sobricty, never 
proſpered other than by retail, enough only 
to keep them alive: ſo that it was to a Mi- 
racle, bzyond the Eye of Reaſon, that the 
low and deſperate Condition they and their 
Superiours were reduced to, did not cauſe 
them to lay down the Cudpels, ſeparate and 
run away; for nothing but an inviſible 
POWET 
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Power could have ſpirited them to ſtand out 
againſt the mighty External Force of their 
Enemies; inſomuch that their Steadineſs 
cannot be aſcribed to any thing leſs than an - 
over-ruling Hand of Providence, the Lord 
not ſuffering them for his own Name-ſake 
to fall to the Ground, tho he exerciſed them 
with great Diſappointments and croſs Pro- 
vidences, as a means to bring them to a 
ſight of their Sins, and a neceſlity of Re- 
formation, which was at firſt oppoſed by 
many as unſeaſonable. Bur ar lait ſerring 
aſide that hackny Excuſe, ordinarily made 
uſe of by i!] Men for keeping off that 
which is againſt their Deligns, it was by 
thoſe guided by Veriuve and Integrity, at 
laſt undertaken in a time when little hopes 
of recovering a loſt Cauſe was left 3 but 
the Change a Reformation made, was ſo 
great in an Army, which before was a Nur- 
ſery of Vice and Debauchery, that it be- 
came a School of Vertue and Sobriety ; and 
tho compoſed 1n a great part of ſuch young, 
raw, new-bred Military Men, that they 
were at their beginning the Scagn and De- 
riſion of all veteran Souldiers; yet God, 
as pleaſed with Reformation, did fo re- 
markably bleſs them with Succeſs, that 
after they took the Field under that ex- 
excellent Commander, Sir Thomas Fair fax 
in 1645, they never received the leaſt De- 
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feat, but went on even to a Miracle, con- 
quering, til} they torally reduc'd their Ene- 
mies in leſs than rwo Years, notwithſtanding 
they had for Adverſaries an Army fleſh'd 
with Victory, commanded by Officers as 
much celebrated tor Valour and Military 
Art as that Age afforded. And the truth 
of this great and virtuous Effect of Refor- 
mation is known to all obſerving Men that 
liv'd in thoſe days, and may be found by 
thoſe born ſince, in the unconrradifted Hi- 
ſtory of that War, called the Hiſtory of 
Sir Thomas Fairfax, writ by Mr. Sprig ;, as 
alſo will in Ruſhworth's Colleftions, when his 
laſt Volume comes out, 'to the juſt Reproof, 
if not Conviction of the Enemies to Re- 
formarjon. And to illuſtrate this, I could 
name a Colonel yet living, who in this War 
had 36 1n his ſingle Troop, that each of 
them could pray without a Book, and after 
that diſcourſe upon a Text of Scripture to 
the Edification of his Hearers, the reſt of 
the Troop being free from any known 
Vice, as Swearing, Whoring, Exceſs in 
Drinking, &c. for when any were deteted 
of ſuch Crimes,they were preſently caſhier'd, 
This I preſume will be laugh'd at by our 
profane Bigots, but will not be ſo by any 
fearing God : for Moſes, when complained 
unto of ſuch, wiſhed that al God's People 
were Prophety, 
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But the like hereunto is not to be ex- 
pected, till ir ſhall pleaſe God to inſpirit 
the Nation for a general Reformation of 
Manners, beginning firſt with the Univer- 
ſities, which is ſaid to ſtand in need of a 
ſtrong Purge ; becauſe from thence moſt of 
our Gentry imbibe their Principles, and 
where it is dreadful (if true as ſome re- 
port) that they are the leſs ſtrictly look?d 
to, to preyent in them [Inclinations to 
Presbytery ;, telling them it is better to be . 
Papifts than Presbytersans, though the firſt 
differ in Doctrine which concerns their 
Salvation, and the other only in unſcrip- 
tural, as well as ( many of them ) illegal 
Ceremonles. 

Secondly, In the Eccleſiaſtical Viſitations, 
and Care in the admitting none into the 
Miniſtry but upon ſignal Teſtimony of So- 
briety and Miniſterial Abilities, not ſuffer- 
ing the Fees for Inſtitution and Induction 
to have any Influence therein ; that by, the 
Exemplary Lives and Converſations of the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel, the People may be 
as well inſtrufted as from their Pulpits; 
Example very often prevailing more with 
corrupt Nature than Precept, eſpecially (as 
is the Saying of a good Man) that Military 
Strength will not make a Nation ſo dread- 
ful to an Enemy, as an able Godly Miniſtry 
will do. | 
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I remember I heard many Years ago (in 
the time of Biſhop Land? Perſecu:ion, be- 
fore our late Civil Wars) famous Dr. Stau- 
ron in a Sermon, reproving the then reigning 
Profaneneſs, as portending a Judgment im- 
pending, ( wherein he was a Prophet ) Telt 
that Party, (I mean the bigorted Forma- 
liſts) that tho they may pleaſe then ſelves 
in ſcoffing at ſerious Religion, and the' Cift of 
Prayer, they had better have all the Bears in 
the Bear-gard:n againſt them, than the Prayers 
of God's People. This, I ſuppoſe, may be. 
cenſured by our profane Party as an homes»! 
Iy Expreſſion ; but tho I may be ſhort in 
rendring his Words as to the Energy of 
them, the Learning, Piety and Elegancy of 
this great Doctor, do ſo eminently appear 
in his Works, and muſt ſtill be remembred 
in the Univerſities, that none can think that 
any thing either il} expreſſed or otherwiſe 
could fall from him. 

Beſides, there js no way like this of Re- 
formation for bringing the Non-conformiſts 
to the publick Churches, and prevent the 
ſtumbling any more in the Night upon Ec- 
Cleſfialiicks in their Habits lying drunk in 
the Streets, and meet them ſtaggering from 
one fide to the other, as we ſometimes do, 
and often hear of their Debanchery, and 
21ving the bad Example of drinking Healths, 
which may be reckoned ſo much the __ 
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ſion of Drunkenneſs ; from whence many 
times proceed Quarrels, Murders and Adul- 
teries, that it's a hundred to one of every 
Perſon that is ſeen drunk in the Streets, 
that he comes from drinking of Healths, 
which the Apoſtle conſequently forbids in 
exhorting to aveid all occaſions of Emil. 

I would not be underſtood by any thing 
here ſaid, to reflect upon our Ecclefiaſticks 
in general; for I confeſs there are of them 
very pious, moderate and worthy Perſons, 
deſerving all Reverence and Reſpect, but am 
ſorry they are diſparaged by too many not 
worthy of their FanCtion, 

Thirdly, In taking Care of not diſpen- 
ſing Commiſſions of the Peace to ſuch as are 
themſelves notoriouſly guilty of the Crimes 
they ought to puniſh in others, as Swearing, 
Drinking, Sabbath-breaking, &c. the re- 
forming of which we may now have hopes 
of, from the Vertue of our new Lord Keeper, 
And when it ſhall pleaſe Gcd to put it into 
the Hearts of thoſe in Authority to re- 
form theſe three Fountains, from whence 
proceeds the Profaneneſs, Blaſphemy, and 
Atheiſm that over-ſpreads rhe Land, we 
may hope for the fore-mentioned Bleſlings, 
bur till then deſpair of them ; eſpecially, if 
from the finiſter Deligns of ii] Men, De- 
bauchery be countenanced and incorraged, 
by promoting and imploying ſuch as are 

| notort- 


( 106 ) 


notoriouſly known to be the worſt of Men, 
and guilty in Life and Converſation of the 
greateſt Immoralities: for in ſuch caſe we 
cannot gxpect any Benefit by their Majeſties 
pious Proclamations for Reformation of 
Manners, Example (as is before-mentioned) 
' prevailing more with corrupt Nature than 
Precept. 

The way to appeaſe —_ Wrath, is to 
enquire after Men of- debruched Lives, and 
avoid them; after the Auchors and Abettors 
of our former Grievances ; cauſe Reſtitution 
to be made to Sufferers, by thoſe that did 
the Wrong ; and to diſable for the future 
all Offenders therein from bearing any Office 
either in Church or State, in whom doth 
not appear a true Change in Prattice, and 
eſpouling honeſt Principles, to the end they 
may have no more opportunity for ating 
their Miſchiefs over again. For the Wicked 
walk on every fide, when the vileſt Men are 
exalted. Pal. 12.8. 

The Lord ſeems to have done his part in 
puniſhing the Principal, leaving the Inſtru- 
ments ro us; for it may be reaſonably 
thought, that had it not been for evil Coun- 
ſellors, our Kings could not alone have pro- 
jetted or endeavoured the Ruin of our Na- 
tion by introducing Popery and Slavery, as 
was without contradiction intended. .. 
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By what goes before, together with what 
may be farther obſerved, it will appear, 
that the Preſervation of our Rights and Li- 
berties hath to a Miracle been ſolely from 
the Providence of God, viz. 

I, That the late King Fames in favour of 
Popery, ſhould ſet up a ſuppoſititious Prince 
of Wales, to diſinherit his own Children, and 
all the Heirs of the Crown ; whereby he 
alienated the Hearts of the People, when 
nothing leſs could have done it, was a great 
Providence. 

2. The King ( when Prince of Orange) 
his Diſaſter at Sea upon his firſt ſetting Pal, 
cauſing the late King Famess recalling his 
Order for reſtoring the Fellows of Magdalen- 
College in Oxford, was a Providence, in 
that he thereby convinced the People, that 
there was no relying upon his Promiſes, 
which before they were ready to do. 

3. That when the Prince was defigned for 
the North, he ſhould change his Courſe 
for the Weſt, where the Wind and Wea» 
ther was miraculouſly ſerviceable to him, 


was a ſaving Providence. 


4. That the late King Famess Naval 
Fleet, which might with eaſe have de- 
ſtroyed the Fly-Boats which tranſported 
the Prince's Army, and did not do it, was 
a ſignal Proyidence, 

5. That 
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5, That the late King James deſerted his 
Army at Salwbury, when half of it was 
more than ſufficient to have fought the 
Prince, was a Providence not to be forgor. 

6, That the late Kiiig James abdicated 
the Governmer:t, when otherwiſe we muſt 
have been all in Blood, ſome of the chief of 
the City ſhewing ſo much Fondneſs of him, 
that with ſpeed they, with Tears for Joy, 
congratulated his Return after his firſt 
leaving of the Town, was a Mercy. 

7. That Zondin-Derry, a little infignifi- 
cant Place, without regular Fortifications, 
ſhould with ſo much Miſery and Hardſhip 
defend themſelves; and in that preſerve 
Ireland againſt the late King, who was ſaid 
to have 60000 Men in Arms, and to loſe 
8000 before it ; and this ddne by the Mobile, 
headed by ſome honeſt Ofhcers againſt the 
good Will of thoſe in Authority ; was a 
Providence which in after-Ages will hardly 
be believed. 

8. That the French had ſurprized us 
whilſt at Anchor, had not the Wind pro- 
videntially turned to our Preſervation, was 
a Mercy thit ought not to be forgot. . 

9. That the French ſhouid not underſtand 
the Advantage Torrington gave them at Sea, in 
retreating before them ; and that they ſhould 
neglett the opportunity of interceptingat the 
Mouth of the Channel our ſeyeral Fleets of 

Merchants 
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Merchants Ships, then expeCted from ſeve- 
ral Parts of the World, and no care taken 
by us for their Preſcrvation z was an un- 
exprellible Providence. For if thoſe Fleets 
had miſcarried, the trading Party of the 
Nation had in a great meaſure been ruined : 
So that upon the whole, we may ſay, we 
have been preſerved by the Providence of 
God,notwithſtanding our great Negligence. 
But this miraculous Deliverance gives us no 
Warrant to rely upon Miracles for our Pre- 
ſervation, bur is a Caution to us for the fu- 
ture, to be more careful in the choice of 
the Officers we intruſt. 
To the foregoing nine, may be added as 
a tenth Providence, 2nd crowning Mercy, 
the Lord's preſerving us againſt the laſt 
Year's intended Invaſion of the French, 
headed by our Abdicated King, at a time 
when all was ſo prepared, that that Party 
amongſt us hath not yet loſt their Confi- 
dence : and then when neither the Wiſdom 
or Hand of Man was for cur Preſervation, 
God appeared in the Mount, delivering us 
by his 1mmediate Power, in commanding 
the Wind and Weather to deliver us out 
of the Jaws of Death 3 a Mercy never to be 
forgotten, but with Humility to be always 
had moſt particularly in thankful Remem- 
brance; Thankfulneſs being a Grace. that 
God is much pleaſed with. And from theſe 
wonder- 
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wonderful Workings of the Lord for us, 
we may gather great hopes, that however 
he may exerciſe us with Straits and Difficul- 
ties, he will not give us up into the Hands 
of thoſe whoſe Mercies are Cruelties. 

And as theſe ten ſaving Providences may 
ſerve to ſtrengthen our Faith, in believing 
that our good God hath given them ys as 
ſo many Aſſurances of his Care -of us, and 
that he will not for his own Name-ſake 
deliver us into the Hands of his and our 
Enemies : ſo likewiſe, as with reaſon our 
Ships have been always called the Walls of 
our Nation, and reckoned our indiſpenſible 
Intereſt never to ſuffer any to vie with us in 
Naval Strength ; ſo we ought to look upon 
the croſs Providences we have met with in 
neglefting four Opportunities of deſtroy- 
ing the French at Sea, to be from God for 
our Sins, as a means to bring us to a ſight 
of them, and Humiliation for them, and a 
Reformation of that Debauchery, Profane- 
neſs and Atheiſm, which over-ſpreads the 
Nation, as the Achans which trouble our 
Iſrael. | 
As firſt, The neglect of the Opportunity 
in 1690, of deſtroying the Towlon-Fleet in 
the Straits. 

2, The negle& of the Opportunity in the 
ſame Year of deſtroying the main Fleet 0 
the French in our Channel, when we, like 
degene- 
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degenerate Engliſh-men, fled before them, 
tho we had then ſo far the advantage, 
that tho they did a little out-number us, 
we out-tunn'd them, out-gu n'd them, arid 
out-mann'd them, belides being apon our 
own Coalt. 

3. In not proſecuting that glorious Vito» 
ry obtained by Admiral Rxſſel, 1692; who 
becauſe he had not Satisfaction for the Ob- 
{truction he mer with therein, laid down 
(as 1s ſaid) his Command, as not thinking 
it ſafe to truſt himſelf any more in the 
Hands of thoſe that then had the DireCtion. 

4. In the negleCt of the Opportunity in 
1693, of deſtroying the French Fleer at 
Sea, had our Fleet ſought rhem, as they 
might have done. And having now loſt 
theſe Opportunities, whether we ſhall ever 
have the like again, the Lord only knows, 
but "tis to be fear'd never ſhall in our days. 

And to prels further a Care in the Choice 
of our Officers of Truſt. Our Church- 
Bigors, or prerend<d Statiſts, cannot deny 
that London- Derry ſaved Ireland; the ſame 
ſort of People Scotland; and that Primitive 
Chriſtianity in the Perſons of the Waldenſes 
hath hitherto preſerv'd the Duke of Savoy : 
a Truth writ ſo vi'bly by the. Finger of 
God, as may be ſaid to be done by an ex- 
traordinary Providence, to convince this 
unbelieving Age of their ſottiſh Error in 

under- 
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vndervaluing Sobriety, notwithſtanding his 
fignalizing the Undertakings of ſuch, and 
blaſting thoſe of his Enemies, Swearers, 
Drunkards, &c. It would have pleaſed me 
better to have had this Obſervation made 
by ſome other, but rather than God ſhould 
not. have the Honour and Glory of his 
Grace and Goodneſs to thoſe that love and 
fear him, I have thought it my Duty to 
remember our great Deliverances with 
Thankfulneſs to his Praiſe. 

Courtiers and Favourites have always 
endeavoured by themſelves and Friends to 
excuſe their Miſcarriages, by making the 
Complaints againſt them to proceed only 
from Envy and not Juſtice : but we do not 
find Parliaments miſtaken formerly in their 
Impeachments aginſt evil Counſellors, but 
that they have ever been rather too back- 
'ward than too forward therein. And in- 
deed, conſidering the Conſtitution of the 
' Parliament, and their Method of Proceed- 
ings, they may be reckonEd as infallible in 
Matter of Fact, as Mankind is capabf& of ; 
for no Criminals but may be ſuppoſed to 
have ſome particular Friend in that nume- 
rous Aſſembly to make ObjeCtions on their 
behalf, and nothing of this kind paſling the 
Houſe without a ſerious and long Debate, 
and coming at laſt to a Deciſion by Majority 
of Yotes, they can hardly err in Matters of 

Fact. 
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Fatt. And we find the Counſellors of good 
Queen Elzzabeth to have been free from all 
Complaints in Parliament z and I think it 
may be relied upon, that the Commons 
will never complain of any who ſeek not 
themſelves, (as her Counſellors did not ) 
but the Good and true Intereſt of King and 
Country : but ſuch as Soveraigns were, ſuch 
will their Counſellors be. SauPs were wic- 
ked, and David's vertuous : for bad Kings 
will make choice of ſuch as themſelves ; and 
none but thoſe of depraved Principles will 
court their Service, 

As the way for Kings to gain Love and 
Honour, and be in Safety, is to make the 
Law their Rule, and not, as the two laſt 
Kings without Regard to their Coronation- 
Oath, ſetting all Law aſide, and afting Ar- 
bitrarily, as in their pricking of Sheriffs 
for the Counties, not out of thoſe preſented 
to them, as the Law directs, but raking 
them at large, as they pleaſe, or corrupt 
Intereſt direfts. For to govern well, is a 
Security beyond Arms, Oaths, 'or all the 
Tricks of 11] Men and Favourites ſo it 15 
the Intereſt of Favourites, tlio they feldoni 
believe ir, to make publick Intereſt equal (if 
not ſuperior) to their own private ; for we 
do not find the Families raiſed formerly by 
evil Counſel given to their Princes, to have 
been of long continuance. 

| Our 
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Our Diviſions at preſent are deplorable, 
and far be it from me to deſire the widening 
of them; but they may be ſaid to ariſe 
from Selfiſhneſs in the Clergy, and ſome 
Criminals, who joined with them. to make 
a Party for their own particular Intereſt 
and Preſervation, againſt the true Intereſt 
and Senſe of vertuous and honeſt Men : 
ſo that in this diſtrafted Condition we are 
divided into thoſe for the Preſent King, and 
thoſe for the Abdicated King ; theſz latter 
being irreconcileable to all that are not of 
their Opinion, and the former ſubdivided 
into thoſe that are profelledly for King 
IWiliam as King de Fure, and thoſe for him 
only as King de Fafto; whereby the latter 
making the King no better than an Uſurper, 
muſt themſelves be little leſs than Facobtres, 
whoſe Actings give us cauſe to have ſad 
Thoughts of Heart, 1n ſeeing ſome of the 
late Kings Proceedings put in Practice 
with Improvement. | 

I do not remember any in former Reigns - 
taken up and impritoned, without preten- 
ded Proof of ſome Crime againſt them, or 
at leaſt of pretended great Suſpicion z bur 
of late we had Perſons freeſt from Suſpicion 
firſt ſeized, and then their Studies and 
Writings ſearched, to get matter to- juſtify 
the Seizure; which leaves all Men unſafe, as 
well in reference to their Eſtates { from the 

| danger 
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danger their Writings are thereby in ) as 
in reference to their Liberty. And herein 
they ſhewed their Spleen againſt ſuch as are 
for the preſent King, as King de Fare; for 
of any other Crime, one lately impriſoned 
could not be ſuſpected, having expreſſed 
himſelf fufficiently in Print againſt a Com- 
monwealth, a Notion out of hatred to Li- 
berty (our natural Right ) lately ſtarted, 
to render all thoſe obnoxious that are for 
common Freedom. Our ancient Govern- 
ment according to Law, knowing that in 
a corrupt and. faftious Age, the honeſteſt 
things may be blaſted by miſapplying of 
Names, as in calling Evil Good, and Good 
Evil, Diſloyalty Loyalty, and Loyalty Diſ- 
loyalty, &c. And this whilſt de Fadgo-Men 
can hardly (in ſome Mens Opinion) offend 
in any thing they do or ſay. But his Ma- 
jeſty having had ſeveral miraculous Deli- 
verances, in Ireland, at Sea, and lately in 


| Flanders, we hope that Men ſincerely honeſt; 


real and faithful to him without Reſerve; 
in reference to any Pretender, will be as 
well in Security, as Enemies; or thoſe that 
are no farther for his Intereſt, than may 
render them meritorious, ſhould the Ab- 
dicated King return, irom which good Lord 
deliver us, and from all ſuch whoſe Deſign 
is to juſtify the two laſt Reigns, by dif- 
owning any Fault in them ( ſave the en- 
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deavour of introducing Popery, of which 
they make the King ſolely guilty ) that by 
his Inſtruments and ſuch like, they may the 
more plauſibly play the ſame Game over 
again, if not by corrupt Judges, againſt 
which we are ſecured during the Lives of 
thoſe now in place, yet they may by ſubor- 
ned Witneſles, depraved Advocates, and 
pack?®d Juries endeavour a ſham Proteſtant 
Plot, as they have formerly done, for de- 
ſtroying all that ſhall ſtand in the way of 
returning us to our late Egyptian Bondage, 
of which they are very fond. 

As there is no Perfection in this World, 
ſo there is notiing gocd, but as it is com- 
pare! with worſe. The Reign of good 
Queen Eliz.ab:th, who was a true Lover of 
her People aud Country, may perhaps be 
liable to ſome Exceptions ; but being a 
Reign of glortous Actions, of impartial 
Juſtice, not murdering and otherwiſe un- 
doing innocent - Men by corrupt Juries, 
Judges and {.i-orned Witneſles, and fo free 
from Trick tor plandering the Subjes 
Purſes to ſpeuy viciouſly and profuſely to 
make a Party for Arbitrary Government, 
thar when Money hath been given her for 
certain Occaſions, the Cauſe being taken 
away, ſhe returued the Money to her Sub- 
jects : this Reign, I ſay, compared to the 


four ſucceeding Reigns, chargeable with all 
that 
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that is contrary to theſe Excellencies, may 
comparatively be reckoned perfect. 

The Counſellors and Favourites of this 
great Queen may have had ſome Errors in 
Politicks, tho unknown to me 3 yet having 
made the end of all their Counſels, the Ho- 
nour, Proſperity, Safety and joint Intereſt 
of the Queen and Country without ſepa- 
rating them ; I ſay, thoſe Counſellors and 
Favourites compared with thoſe of the four 
laſt Reigns, whoſe Connſeis and Actions 
have been diametrically oppoſite to theirs, 
may comparatively be ſaid to have been un- 
blamable. 

Tho the Church in thar Queen's Time 
never wanted ſome of perſecuting Spirits, 
yet thoſe being over-ballanced by the Piety 
and Zeal of ſome of the then Guides of 
the Church, not encouraging the Profanae 
tion of the Lord's-Day, nor diſcovraging 
Preaching twice upon that Day, nor yer 
putting down Weekly or Monthly LeCtures. 
Tho rhat Reign may be ſaid not to have 
been totally free from profligate and ill 
People; the Generality was ſober and ver- 
tuous, compared to the ſucceeding Reigns, 
eſpecially the two laſt, ſo over-run with 
Debauchery and all manner of . Profaneneſs. 
But upen the whole, we have been an un- 
happy People ever ſince the Days of that 
never-to-be-forgotten good Queen, if ſome 
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Years were not to be excepted, the Deſigns 
of our four laſt ill Reigns have been fo dia- 
metrically oppoſite to the Honour and In- 
tereſt of the Nation, as the Hiſtory thereof 
muſt render them and their Counſels odious 
to Poſterity. 

When the Houſe of Auſtria was rampant 
for the Univerſal Monarchy,bidding fair for 
it, our Court join'd with them in Io of 
the Spaniſh FaCtion, as they that remember 
thoſe Times muſt confeſs : for tho the Ex- 
ample and Method left us for the Aſſiſtance 
of the united Netherlands, to. which the 
People were generally affefted, could not 
be totally laid aſide, our Help, contrary to 
our Intereſt, became then faint and heart- 
eſs. 

After the Crown of Span ( the chief 
Powet of the Auſtrian Family ) was by the 
long weak Reign of Phil;zp the LVth brought 
low, and the. dangerous Deſign of that 
mighty Houſe was ſuppreſſed, then Cromwel, 
from want of Experience in Foreign Afairs, 
caſt the Ballance betwixt Spain and France 
on the French ſidez yet not malicioully, but 
preſuming that the then Greatneſs of our 
Nation, would upon all occaſions have been 
able to curb and check the growing Great- 
neſs of our mightieſt Neighbours, as had 
we remained under a good Adminiſtration 
we had certainly been : but as ill Govern- 

| | ment, 


Fo / 


TE; 

WW 
bY 4 

S " = 


1 © a @ @ 1 4 7 + 


vw 07 7 00 + 


bd 
- 


- ws . wo Sp | eo 4 7 iQ 


( 119 ) 


ment, with Fraud and Cozenage in all 
Officers, has brought the Crown of Spain 
under, ſo the ſame hath been the unhappy 
Lot of our Nation ; theſe two Inſtances 
being a full Demonſtration, -that all Coun- 
tries will be proſperous or miſerable ac- 
Ong as their Government is good or 
ad. 

Charles the Second came no ſooner to the 
Crown than he ſold Dunkirk to the French ;; 
and as a farther ſtep to advance them, ruin'd 
the Proteſtant Intereſt, and in that the 
Intereſt of his own Native Country ; he 
cauſeleſly, as well as ungratefully, quarrelled 
with the United Netherlands ;, and when thro 
Providence he came badly off in that Un- 


- dertaking, he moſt miſchievouſly eſpouſed 
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the French Intereſt againſt that of his own 
Kingdoms, ſtudying all the ways imagita- 
ble the greatning of them, and leſſening of 
us : and the ſame Deſign being followed by 
his Succeſſor, we were brought to that de- 
ſperate Condition our preſent King found 

usin, and reſtored ns to what we now are. 
And now being freed from the Grievan- 
ces of the four laſt Reigns, it might be ex- 
pected that all ſhould hate the remem- 
brance of thoſe Times, and never more 
hanker after the like 3 the doing of which 
cannot proceed from any thing leſs than in 
ſome a depraved, laviſh Nature, delighting 
I 4 in 
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in the Barbarity of the Eaſtern Countries : 
In ſome well-meaning honeſt Men, from 
Ignorance, not underſtanding their true In- 
tereſt; in others, from a hatred tro common 
Freedom, being content to be tyrannized 
over by their Superiors, ſo they may but do 
the ſame over their Inferiors : And in others, 
who, tho they underſtand the true Intereſt 
of the Nation, yet from preferring an op- 
portunity of cozening, cheating and ad- 
vancing themſelves to. Honours and Digni- 
tles to all other Conſiderations whatever. 
And from hence, together with Selfiſhneſs 
and want of Integrity ia ſome profeſſing 
Honeſty, thereby deceiving the weak and 
_ credulous, whilſt they purſue their own 1n- 
tereſt without regard to the Publick, pro- 
ceeds the Miſery of Mankind. 

»| take no pleaſure in remembring the 
Vices and Enormities of our Country, but 
am greatly troubled ro hear of the horrid 
Debauchery that is amangſt us ; and toob- 
ſerve, how this Nation is degenerated from 
a Land formerly famons for Piety, to that 
of all manner of Profanenefſs, againſt which 
] have-thought it my Duty thus to bear my 
Teſtimony. 

If what hath been. already obſerved of 
thE Lord's diſtinguiſhing the Serviceable- 
neſs of ſober Men from that of Swearers, 
D:unkards, &c. be not enough to convince 
our 
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our bigotted Church-men of their Folly, 
in not being ſatisfied without haying the 
weightieſt Aﬀairs intruſted with ſuch, if 
they would but call to mind that the Hand 
of God was ſo remarkably againſt us whilſt 
ſuch were imployed, who carried Whores 
with them both to Sea and Land, that we 
never proſpered in either. Station, and that 
ſince they have been removed, God hath 
ſo remarkably bleſſed us both at Sea and in 
treland ever ſince, when the Help of Man 
ſeemed to be in vain ; as & he would there- 
by tell his Enemies, that tho they would not 
ſee, he would make them ſee, and be aſhamed 
of their Envy and Malice againſt all Sobrie- 
ty ; they cannot ſtill remain pertinacious in 
their Opinions, without being, as may be 
charitably thought, under a judicial Blind- 
neſs : not but that I think it is to be lamen- 
ted, that too many, not deſerving very good 
CharaCters, are ſtil] made uſe of; but as the 
greater in Authority the Perſons of ſuch are, 
the more miſchievous 1s their vicions Exam- 
ple, ſo the Lord is thereby the more pro- 
voked to retard our Deliverance ; and tho 
for his own Name-ſake, he will not ſuffer his 
Cauſe totally to fall, yet the leſs our Refor- 
mation is, the ſlower will be his Mercies to 
ps, as a means to bring at laſt thoſe that fear 
him, to a fight of their Sins, and a Humi- 
liation for them. 

An 
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An Introduftion to the Affidavits and 
Informations following. 


T any Doubt be made ( notwithſtanding 
what Is before mentioned Y of the hor- 
rid Iniquity and Miſcarriage of the two laſt 
Reigns, whoever will but ſeriouſly read and 
conlider the following Afidavits, with the 
Informations, cannot but be convinced that 
-the like Practices for murdering by Perjury 
'and form of Law, hath not before been 
known in England, or any other Chriſtian 
Country ; where Judges, Juries, Witneſſes, 
and Counſel, all ſtrove who ſhould moſt ſig- 
nalize their Services for the King, by wreſt- 
ing of Law, for taking away the Lives of 
innocent Perſons ; the Memory of which is 
to be wiſhed may, to their perpetual Infa- 
my, and as a warning to others, never be 
forgotten. 
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The Information of Tho. Samſon, Gent. 
taken upon Oath before Sir Thomas 
Alleyn, Kz. and Bar. one of his Ma- 
jeſty's Juſtices of the Peace for the 
City of London, this 24th Day of 
November, 1681, as. Seven of the 
Clock in the Morning. 


Who ſaith, 


Hat John Mac-Namarra told this De- 
ponent, That Edward Ivy and Bryan 
Haynes agreed together in April laſt, to 
ſwear Treaſon againſt the Earl of Shafts- 
bury ;, and the Bill being found againſt the 
ſaid Earl, that they, with John Smith and 
Turberfield, did intend to ſwear Treaſon 
againlt Sir Patient Ward, Sir Robert Clayton, 
Sir Thomas Player, Sheriff Bethel, Col. Mild- 
may, and all others as ſhould come in as 
Witneſſes againſt their Deſigns, or in the 
behalf of the above-ſaid Gentlemen. The 
Treaſon which they deſigned to ſwear 
againſt the ſaid Earl, was, « That the Earl 
« ſhould ſay, that our King deſerved to 
* be dethroned more than Richard 1I. 
* and that the ſaid Earl would dethrone 
*© the King, and make Eng/and a Common- 

« wealth, 
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This Deponent further ſaith, That the 
ſaid Mac-Namarra told this Deponent the 
28th of Fuly laſt, that Edward Foy had often 
Conference with Mrs. Celer, and the Popiſh 
Prieſts in Newgate, and had received Money 
to ſham the Popiſh Plot, and to ſwear to a 
Proteſtant one. 

This Deponent further ſaith, That the 
ſaid Mac-Namarra, two days before he 
went to Oxford to Colleage's T rial, told this 
Deponent, that he knew the Delign againſt 
the Proteſtants, and that he would ſay 
ſomething againſt them to pleaſe Juſtice 
Walcop, to get ſome Money : But he faid, 
God damn him it he knew of any Treaſon by 
any Proteſtants, or knew of any Plot but 
the Popiſh Plot, or If he would ever ſwcar 
to any ſuch thing : And at the ſaid Mac. 
Namarra's Return from Oxford, he ſwore 
the ſame to this Deponent in the preſence 
of others. 

This Deponent further ſaith, That the 
ſaid Mac-Namarra told this Deponent, that 
he, the ſaid Mac-Namarra, had been often 
with the Earl of Shaftsbury, wich Haynes 
and Tvy; but this Deponent telling him 
that the ſaid Earl never diſcourſed any 
alone, the ſaid Mac-Namarra told this De- 
- ponent, that the occaſion of their ſpeaking 
with him was, for that they diſcovered to 
him, the ſaid Earl, ſome Perſons that in- 
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tended to murder him ; Mac-Namarra ſay- 
ing, that himſelf and vy took Diltaſte for 
that the Earl would not diſcourſe them 
alone; in-as-much as Jvy therefore con- 
trived to {wear High-T reaſon againſt the 
laid Earl. 

This Deponent farther ſaith, T hat Mr.Tur- 
berfield told this Deponent, at the Sign of 
the Cock by the Pall-Mall, two or three 
days before Colledze's Trial, of this De- 
ſign againſt Proteitants; but, with ſolemn 
Proteſtations, ſwore that he knew nothing 
of any Treaſons againſt the Earl of Shafts- 
bury, the Lord Howard, or any Proteſtants ; 
only of Colledge's idle words, and of Rowſe's 
keeping the Charity of the City from the 
Evidences. 

This Deponent farther ſ2ith, That on 
the 23d of September laſt, John Smith, Stephen 
Dugdale and T urberfield ſent for the Depo- 
nent to the Three-Tun Tavern in Hunger- 
ford-Market, and there drinking, the ſaid 
Smith began the Duke of York's Health : He 
ſwore, God damn him, he drank his Health 
becauſe he was a Papiſt, and therefore he 
loved him. 

This Deponent farther ſaith, That the 
Money which was gathered in the City for 
the Maintenance of the Evidence, was ga- 
thered on their Petition to the Common- 
Hall, and by the Evidences ſpecial Inſtance 
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to the Lord Shaftsbary, and others, to in- 
terceed for &em to the City, it being di- 
rected to tht City by the Houſe of Com- 
mons, to take care of them until the Par- 
liament ſate again, and procured a Mainte- 
nance for them. 

This Deponent farther ſaith, That the 
Anſwer which John Mac-Namarra made on 
Oath to the Grand-Jury at Rowſe's Trial, 
viz. being queſtioned how he was main- 


tained? anſwered, that he then rented 


1001. per Annum in Ireland, was falſe. 

And Eaward Tvy at the ſame time ſaying 
on his Oath, that he came not over to 
England to diſcover the Popiſh Plot, was 
alſo falſe; for that he had 201. allowed him 
by the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland for the 
ſame. And whereas the ſaid Ivy then ſwore, 
That what Information he made, touching 
the Popiſh Plot, was direCted to him by the 
Earl of Shaftsbury, and that a Reward for 
the ſwearing of it was promiſed,by Rowſe, 
was alſo falſe ; for that this Deponent ſaw 
the Information in the ſaid Tvy's Hands be- 
fore he knew, as he ſaid, the ſaid Ear], or 
Rowſe, and the day after he came to Town. 

This Deponent farther ſaith, That him- 
ſelf, with others, have heard Dennis Mac- 
Namarra ſay, that he would ſwear any 
thing that his Brother Joh» would haye him 
to ſwear. | 

And 
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And this Deponent farther ſaith, That 
the Earl of Shaftsbury adviſed this Depo- 
nent, Mac-Namarra and Tvy, not to go to 
Oxford, until the Parliament ſent for them 
to give their Evidence touching the Popiſh 
Plot ; and, on our Requeſt, the ſaid Earl 
promiſed that he would move for Money to 
bear our Charges thither, and to ſupply 
our great Necellities. 

This Deponent farther ſaith, That Juſtice 
Walcop often ſollicited him, with Promiſes 
of Reward, to be an Evidence againſt the 
Earl of Shaftsbury, and others of the City ; 
and that Fohu Mac-Namarra told this De- 
ponent, that the ſaid Juſtice Walcop did the 
ſame with him. 

This Deponent farther ſaith, That he 
hath not, to his Knowledg, received any 
Money of the City, or borrowed any to 
the value of five Pounds, lince the Parlia- 
ment at Oxf.rd, or had any Reward for 
making this Affidavit ; but hath done it to 
ſatisfy his Conſcience, and to prevent any 
that ſhould ſwear falſly againſt himſelf, or 
others : And farther ſaith, that he is no 
Petitioner to the City. To all which this 
Deponent ſwears particularly, the preciſe 
Days only excepted. 

Tho. Samſon. 


The 
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The Information of William Shewen, 
jun. of the Pariſh of $t. Mary Mag- 
dalen Bermondley, iz the County of 
Surrey, aged Twenty Tears, or there- 
abouts, as followeth. 


His Informant maketh Oath, That on 
Thurſday, the gth Day of this Inſtant 
Month of Argyft, 1681, he being acciden- 
tally in the Company of Mr. John Mac- 
Namarra, Mr. Peaccck ( whom they called 
Alderman of Durham) and Mrs. Tereſia 
Peacock his Daughter, (who was Fitz- Har- 
rus Maid ) Mr. Everard, Mr. Moubrey, and 
others, at Godfrey's Muſick-houſe, in Lamb's- 
Conduit-Fields, in the County of Middleſex ;, 
and they occaſionally falling into Diſcourſe 
concerning Mr. /Mac-Namarra's marrying 
Mrs. Peacock, the aforeſaid Mac- Namarra 
told this Informant, that his Reaſon for 
marrying her was, that he might get a vew 
_ of Evidences againſt the old ſhould 
all. 

And this Informant farther faith, That 
the aforeſaid Perſons then diſcourling to- 
gether concerning Mrs. Peacock's Marriage- 
Portion, Mr. Peacock, Father to the ſaid Te- 
refia Peacock . clapping her on the Back, ſaid, 
Girl, I am the chiefeſt Evidence, and thou the 
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fecond;, and there will be 100 apiece for us 
ro ſwear home at Oxford ( having been diſ- 
courſing before concerning Colledze) and 
thou ſhalt have them both, and I will ſettle 
1001. 4 Tear more on thee, To which 
Mr. Mac-Namarra, Mr. Roger Godfrey, and 
Mr. William Godfrey ( upon this Informant's 
asking them, Mr. Peacock was a Man of an 
Eſtate ) anſwered, that he rather ſtay'd in 
Town to get part of his Daughter's Meney, 
than to give her any thing. 

And this Informant farther ſaith, That 
Mr. Turberfield and Mr. Mac-Namarra.then 
told this Informant, that they had Penſions, 
25 wellas Oates, and ſaid. that was no ſign of 
ſmall Reſpect to their Evidence 3, and that: 
they received them art Sir Lioline Fenkens's 
Houſe. And this Informant farther ſaith, 
that he had ſeveral times ſeen them go into 
the Secretary s Houſe, and once ſaw Haynes 
coming thence. And farther this Infor- 
mant faith, That on the 10th day of this 
Inſtant Auguſt, the ſaid Mac-Namarrs 
coming to this lnformant's Lodgings at the 
Golden Poſts at Charmg-Croſs, this Infor- 
mant enquired of Mac-Namarra wherefore 
he went ſo often to Sir Liolive Fenkings 
Houſe ? Upon which, Mac-Namarra put 
his Hand to his Pocker, and ſhaked his 
Money, making no other Anſiver. 
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And this Informant farther ſaith, That 
afterwards, viz. on Thurſday the 11th of 
Auguft, he being in the Company of Mr.Eve- . 
rard, Turberficld, Fohn Mac-Namarra, John 
Smith, Mr. Haynes, and Captain Barry, at 
the'Houſe of the aforeſaid Roger Godfrey, at 
the Golden: Poſts at Charing-Croſs ;, the ſaid 
Perſons diſcourſing concerning their going 
for Oxford, about Colledge's Trial, this In- 
formant asking them what they thought of 
Colleage, they generally anſwered, that they 
queſtioned not but, they ſhould get him 
hanged. | 

And this Informant farther ſaith, That 
then and there the Company falling into 
Diſcourſe of Slingsby Bethel Eſq; one of the 
preſent Sheriffs of the City of London, 
Mr. Mac-Namarra and Mr. Turberfield pro- 
fered to lay Wagers, Ten to One, that She- 
riff Bethel ſhould be hanged before Chriſt. 
maſs next: But, ſaid Turberfield, we have 
little againſt him as yet. To which Mac- 
Namarra replid, What of all that ? We have 
time enough either to get, or make more. The 
like Wager, at the ſame time, they pro- 
fered to lay concerning Mr. Wilmore, the 
Fore-Man of the late Grand- Jury, and ſe- 
veral others of that Jury, whoſe Names 
they then mentioned, but their Names this 
Informant remembreth nor. The like Wa- 
ger they offered to lay againſt oge Mr, Beſt, 

an 
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20 Hop-Merchant in Thames-ſtreet, of whom 
Turberfield ſaid, he had received ſome Gui- 
nea's ; and that he would go thither again, 
and ſee if he could get more; and if he 
would not give him any, he would ſwear 
_ againſt him that ſhould make his Heart 
ake. | | 

And this Informant farther ſaith, That 
Captain Barry did frequently call Mr. Fohbn 
Smith Name-ſake ; and this Informant en- 
quiring of Mr. Mac-Namarra wherefore 
Barry called Smith Name-ſake, he anſwered 
this Informant, that Smith was an Iriſh-man, 
born in Connanght, and that his right Name 
was Barry. 

And this Informant farther ſaith, That 
then Twurberfield, Haynes and Mac-Namarra 
ſaid, they would take ſeveral others of the 
Iriſh Evidence along with them to the 
Amſterdam-Coftee-houſe on Tueſday come 
Seven-night next, and there pick a Quarrel 
among themſelyes ; and in the heat of their 
Quarrel they would take Sheriff Bethel by 
his Chain, and lead him from thence to 
Bow-Church : And Turberfield asked the 
Queſtion, whether. it would not do well to 
kick him at parting ? 

And this Informant farther ſaith, That 
on the aforeſaid 11th of Augnſt, Turberfield 
ſaid, they had Bands and Clokes, by which 
diſtinguiſhing of themſelves, they ſaid, they 
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could diſcover fattious People, they takinz 
them for ſome of their own Mould. And 
Turberfield, ſoon after this Diſcourſe, left 
the Company, and in about half an hour 
returned, dreſſed up like a Presbyterian 
Miniſter. 

And this Informant farther ſaith, That 
on the ſame 11th day of Auguſt, and Place 
laſt mentioned, Mr. Smith, alias Barry, 
asked Mr. Mac-Namarra where he was fo 
long in the Morning, that he could not find 
him ? To which Mr. Mac-Namarra anſwer- 
ed, He had been with- Sir Liol;ne Jenkins, 
Pll warrant you, Teplied Smith, you have had 
a long Leſſon, you ſtayd ſo long. Mac-Na- 
marra anſwered him, As long as it was, I have 
learr'd it. And then they enterd into a 
private Diſcourſe, 

This Informant alſo ſaith, That they 
uſually ſpent high .at Dinner, 1o s. each 
Man being their common Ordinary. They 
alſo commended their Trade to me, and 
told me, that if I would come to Oxfora, 1 
ſhould hear how they would ſwinge the 
Fanaticks : And they ſaid farther, that they 
would procure me a Place to hear the 
Trial ; and that they were allured, that 
tho the Grand-Jury of London ſhould come 
down to confront them, they ſhould not be 
admittcd. 
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And this Informant farther ſaith, That 
Mr. John Smith then ſaid, that if he had 
but knowledg of Mr. Fenks the Draper, as 
Mac-Namarra had, that he would not fail 
to ſwear that againſt him, which ſhould 
not fail to take him from being the Head 
of a Party of Fanaticks. And that there 
were ſeveral others who had traduced him, 
whom, if he knew, he would make Ex- 
amples. 

And this Informant farther ſaith, That 
Mrs. Peacock ſaid, that Mr. Fitz- Harru was 
gone to Windſor to diſcover a new Popiſh 
Plot, ſo that ſhe was not certain whether 
ſhe had not beſt fide with her Miſtriſs : 
And ſpeaking to Mr. Mac-Namarra, he 
anſwered, that Man and Wife, Miſtriſs and 
Maid, were beſt to be all of a Mind. 


Sworn before Sir George Treby, Re- 
corder of Londan, Sept. 1691. 
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The Information of Captain Henry ' 
Wilkinſon. 


grins i the ſaid Henry Wilkinſon do 
declare, and am ready to ſwear, That 
on Saturday, Oftober the 8th, 1681. about 
Five of the Clock in the Evening, one 
Mr. Walter Baines Came to Mr. Adam's Cellar 
in the King*s-Bench Priſon, and ſent for 
me out of the Garden in the Ksng's-Bench 
who upon ſight told me, he was forry to 
ſee me in that place, and afterwards en- 
gaged. me to accept of a Pot of Beer or 
Ale. Inthetime of its drinking, Mr. Baines 
ſhewed and expreſled the greateſt Kindneſs 
that could be expetted from a Brother 
which made me believe he had ſome De- 
ſign. Then he deſired to know what ſort 
of Wine I would drink ? I told him not 
any ; beſides, the Cellar had none : but he 
then called for Brandy, which we. had, 
Then he told me Mr. Brownrsg was ſent 
Priſoner to York:Caſtle for Treaſon, and 
for appearing for my Lord Shaftsbury. 
And alſo the ſaid Baines ſaid, he had 
ſent -2 Note to my Lord Shaftsbury, to 
demand fifty Shillings, for Service and 
Charges that was due to him, done for the 
{.ord Shaftsbary at my Requeſt, as he pre- 
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tends; and that my Lord ſent him word, 
it was a Sham and a Cheat put upon him, 
_ therefore he would pay him no ſuch 
Bill. 

At the ſame time he told me, I could not 
but know much of the Lord Shaftsbary's 
Deſigns againſt the King, and that I might 
do well to diſcover it to him, who was 
ready to do me any Kindneſs, and deſired 
an opportunity. Alſo that he had been 
lately with Mr. Graham, and had a great In- 
tereſt with my Lord Hyde. ( All this time [ 
underſtood what was deſigning for my 
Kindneſs.) I conſtantly and truly told 
him, I knew nothing of my Lord Shafts- 
bury's Deſigns againſt His Majeſty : Only 
this 1 did know formerly, from Mr. Baines 
about three Months ago ; that he was then 
of 'an Opinion, that Mr. Brownrig could 
diſcover ſome unlawful Practices againſt the 
Lord. Shaftsbury, which, I confeſs, 1 did 
wiſh might be diſcovered ; for altho I bave 
ſerved his Majeſty in Enghand, and beyond 
Sea (and: no other Intereſt) and was as 
inſtrumental in His Majeſty's Reſtoration as 
any Perſon of my Fortune could be; fo I 
am for his Continuance by all lawful means, 
and never to ſtudy the Deſtruftion of his 
Friends or Enemies by unjuſt Deſigns. 1 
have cauſe to believe my Lord Shafrsbury 
loves His Majeſty, for =_ always was pleaſed 
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to ſhew me ReſpeCt, for that I had ſerved 
His Majeſty. 
' Now Night drew on for Mr. Baznes to 
he gone; all the time he ſtay'd was ſpent 
with a great deal of Zeal upon me on the 
Cime Subjet. He told me 1 ſhonid have a 
Pardon,and need not to fear it ; I would not: 
deny his Proffer. But he farther told me, 
1 ſhould be conſiderably rewarded : Neither 
did I deny that, but told him, When I was 
requited for my former Service, I would 
ſerve His Majeſty in what I could. I ſaw 
here was a Deſign laid; and altho I had 
reaſon to take It unkindly to have any thing 
fixed upon me,or to make me an Inſtrument 
beyond my Knowledg, yet I was reſolved 
ro humour the Buſineſs. Upon which 
Mr. Baines took his Leave this Night, and 
toid me at parting, he would in a few days 
ſee me 2gain, but left me with ſuch Pro- 
miſes as 2t preſent I cannot expreſs, not 
much queſtioning my Knowledg. 
' Jtem, That on Tueſday, Otfober the 1 1th, 
1681, I was ſent for to Mr. Weaver's Houſe 
near the K:ng's-Bench, to Mr. Booth ; who 
told me he was glad to ſee me, but ſorry to 


ſee us both in that Condition ; for he was a | 


Prifoner as I was. He told me, he had 
removed himſelf laſt Night from one of 
the Comprers. 1 required of him how he 
came to be at 2 Waiter” s Houſe? He told 

me, 
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me, it was not denied him, altho I could 
not. be admitted one Night. I underſtood 
he was engaged 1n the Deſign ; I conſidered 
he had been a Man of bad Principles, there- 
fore I was reſolved to ſtand upon my 
Guard. Preſently he told me, he was to 
tell me, I had an opportunity to be a better 
Man in my Fortune than ever I was before, 
and that now I had an opportunity to make 
my Fortune, and that I. might have 500 /. 
per Annum ſettled upon me and my Heirs, 
or 100c0!l. in Money, which I pleaſed, if 
I would diſcover what I knew of my Lord 
Shatfsbury, and his Deſign in changing the 
Government to a Commonyealth, and wit- 
neſs againſt him. | replied, and told him, 
No Body would believe I ſhould be made 
privy to ſuch a Deſign (if ſuch a thing 
was ) being I had ſerved His Majeſty in 
England, and beyond Sea. He anſwered, I 
was the likelieſt Man to know, for he knew 
] had ſerved the King, and had been lighted 
and neglected. I told him, that was true. 
I anſwered him again, I never deſired any 
thing of His Majeſty for my Service, but 
that which would coſt him nothing, bur 
only to have the Preference of others, that 
never had been concerned in His Majeſty's 
ervice, by way of Farm on part of His 
Majeſty's Revenues. He told me His Ma- 
jeſty knew 'me, and that he was ſenpble 
hg of 
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of my Service and . Sufferings, and deſired 
_ to gratify me; for he often told me, Now 
was the time to do ſomething which would 
advance me, for it muſt now be a King or 
a Common wealth ; for the Earl of Shafts- 
bury's Party would but only make uſe of me 
to ſlight me when their Buſineſs was done. 
I told him, I was with my Lord Shaftsbary 
the Night before he was apprehended, and 
that Sir Thomas Amſftrong was there 3 a Per- 
ſon 1 knew out of fayqur, on purpoſe that 
he might ſpeak out his full Mind, but {till 
told him, I knew nothing of any Deſign. I 
alſo told him, I would fay nothing, nor ap- 
pear at Court until I was conſidered for my 
Sufferings, ( a thing I never expected ) and 
as for going to Court, I never-intended it : 


2 Deſign, the more he put' me in mind of 
what Reward I might have, in ſuch words, 
that I ought to ſwear toit, whether I knew 
any thing or nothing of the Buſineſs. Now 
I fully ſaw the Deſignz and tho I ſtayed 
late, at my Return I began to conſider 
who I ſhould make this Buſineſs and Deſign 
known to, being a Stranger in the K:ng's- 
Bench, | obſerved one who appeared to 
me to be a ſober and ſenſible Perſon ; that 
Night I repaired to him, and (leſt I ſhould 
52 tempted with what Offers were made ) 
{ told him that I had 2 deſign to commit a 
Secret 


But the more I told him I knew nothing of - 
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Secret to him ; whereupon I told him, and 
deſired him to put the ſame in Writing ; and 
that if I ever declared more than what I 
did then to him, ( that was) That I knew 
nothing of any Plot or Deſign againſt His 
Majeſty, intended by my Lord Shaftsbury : 
] told him this, and declared in the Preſence 
of God, that if ever I ſhould be tempted 
to ſwear more than this at any time, it was 
for Reward; and that I deſired him to 
witneſs the Truth of this againſt me, and 
that I would daily give him an account of 
what paſſed for the future, which I deſired 
him every day to put into Writing, which I 
believe he hath done; as alſo the conſtant 
Invitations abroad, and the Viſits they gave 
me here, which were ſo irequent to me, as 
nothing could be more. 
+ Mr. Booth told me I muſt appear at Court, 
and I ſhould have an aſſurance of my Re- 
ward from ſome Perſons of Honour : I told 
him I would not truſt any Courtier I knew 
for a Groat, I am ſatisfied he was put up- 
on this, but by whom God knows, I am 
aſſured not by his Majeſty. 
That on Wedneſday Oftober the 1 2th, 
1681, I am invited by Mr. Booth to dine 
with him that day at Mr. Weaver*s Houſe, 
which I refuſed, ( altho he ſent a Waiter, 
and promifed him SatisfaCtion for his At- 
tendance.) After Dinner he ſent again : 
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T went, and found Mr. Bawmes with him, 
both riſing from Dinner ; I was moſt kind- 
ty received with Wine and good Words, 
working upon me to come tin a Witneſs a- 
oainſt my Lord Shaftsbury's deſigning to 
change the Government ; declaring 1 had an 
gpportunity to make my Family and Friends, 
. as they had expreſt formerly : 1 told them 
as I had done before, until I was ſatisfied 
for by-paſt Services, I would not be con- 
cernd any way at Court. They toid me, 
I might be aſſured of what I would deſire 
from my Lord Hallifax and my Lord Hide. 
Mr. Boeth required what would ſatisfy me ? 
' I told him, if they would give me two 
thouſand Guinea's towards the Injury Ihad 
received, and my Friends upon my account, 
I would diſcover what I knew. Mr. Booth 
told me a greater thing was intended me, 
for I was to have 500 /. per Annum, or 
Tocco L. in Money : But I {till to'd them, I 
knew nothing of any Deſign by my Lord 
Shaftsbury. The morel declared [ knew no- 
thing, the more Mr. Booth urged the Reward. 
[ told him (when he was ſo earneſt ) when 
T had that Money and a -general Pardon, I 
would then do any Service I could 3 but 1 
would not truſt the Promiſes of Courtiers. 
Mr. Bames told me, as to a Pardon, I might 
have 1t in two or three days : He deſired 
£9 know my Chriſtian Name, which I con- 
| celycd 
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ceived was an Intention to get a Pardon, a 
thing never in my Thoughts, but Mr. Baines 
formerly mentioned jt to me; and truly 
I did not know what I mighr itand in need 
of, or what they would fix upon me in our 
Diſcourſe. 

Mr. Baizzs told me, he had the Night 
before been with my Lord Halifax and my 
Lord Hide; now they thou ht they had 
prevailed with me, and were mighty chear- 
ful : Before I parted from them, my Wife 
coming to me, told me. Mr. Boeth had been 
mighty urgent with, her to engage me to 
come in a Witneſs, and then rold her, I 
ſhould have 500 l. per Annum ſettled upon 
me; but what Grounds he had for this 1 
know not ; for all Perſons that know her, 
knew her to be Perſon of unqueſtionable 
Repute. Nor did I queſtion the performance, 
for I thought what I could fay would not 
deſerve ; neither could I tell why they ſhould 
think me ſuch a Man as they would have me 
tobe; for i ever hated to be a Witneſs or a 
Jury-man all my time : I conceive Mr.Booth 
thought I might be wrought upon, becauſe 
I had great Misfortunes, and that this was 
a ready way to repalr me. 

October the 13th, 1681, This day I had- 
a Waiter ſent me about Eleven a Clock, to 
defire me to go to Mr.eaver*s Houſe, which 
1 did, there was Mr. Booth and Mr, Panes, 
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who told me they ſent for me to dine with 
them: I had no deſire to have any Table- 
talk with them, I deſired to, be excuſed, 
and alſo promiſed to ſee them after Dinner. 
Mr. Baines told me Mr. Graham was not fat 
off, and would be there, and that he was 
ſent by ſome of the Council to diſcourſe 
me : Mr. Baznes told me, on Tueſday Night 
he was at Conrt with my Lord Halifax, 
and Lord Hyde, and the two Secretaries of 
State, and that they enquired who knew 
me ? He replied, Mr. Graham, who was 
ſent for ;, they ask'd him as to my Repy- 
tation ? they ask'd him if he knew me, and 
how long ? he ſaid, about twenty Years ; 
they enquired of him concerning me? He 
told me Mr. Graham anſwered, I had ſerved 
His Majeſty and his Father in England and 
beyond Sea faithfully, and that I was a 
very honeſt Man, and alſo that I was a 
great Sufferer, and that I had received great 
Diſappointments, and had been ill dealt 
with by ſome that belonged to the Court, 
as in particular, Mr. Edward Progers;, and 
that they engaged Mr. Graham to come over 
to the Kin7?s-Beach, and to allure me, that 
I ſhould be requited for my Sufferings ; 
alſo to take me over with him to the King, 
where I ſhould have the Promiſe of His 
Majeſty for the ſame, and the opportunity 
to declare my former Grieyances, and re- 
cetve 
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ceive His Royal Word and Promiſe for 
my Reward and Sufferings. After this 
Diſcourſe Mr. Graham came in, who told 
me the ſame things as above, and that I 
might be aſlured of thoſe things from the 
King, alſo that he had an Order to carry 
me to His Majeſty : I told him I could ſay 
nothing, neither would I go to White-hall, 
for I had taken a Reſolution againſt going 
to White-hall. It was hard preſſed for my 
going thither : I deſired to be excuſed ; for 
if I could ſay any thing, I muſt be guilty 
my ſelf; but he told me, whether 1 was or 
not, I might be recompenſed for my Suffer- 
ings ; upon which 1 took my leave, and 
went away not well pleaſed, that for my 
Requital I ſhould be thought an ill Man, 
or a Traitor. 

That on Oftober the 1 4th, 1681. Mr.Booth 
came to me about Eleven a Clock to the 
King's-Bench ;, we walked in the Garden 
about an Hour. His Buſineſs was to know 
my Mind, whether 1 would go voluntarily 
to the King or not ? He alſo told me, That 
Mr. Wilſon, my Lord Shaftsbury*s Secretary, 
that was in the Gatehouſe, had ſent to the 
Council to inform them, That if he might 
have his Pardon, he would come in, and de- 
clare his Knowledg ; and therefore he would 
have me to have the Honour to be the firſt 
Diſcoverer. I told him I had no Buſineſs 
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at White-ball, Then he told me it was in? 
tended that Mr. Graham ſhould be at his 
Lodging this Afternoon, to ſee if I would 
go to the King, if not my Lord Chief 
Juſtice's Warrant would be ſent to compel 
me to appear at his Chamber, where there 
would be ſome of the Council to examine 
me, and {wear me. Healſo told me, That 
the Duke of York had a great Eſtate in 
Ireland, and that he wonld give me 500 /. 
per Annum there, beſides all former Pro- 
miſes, to be ſettled upon me and my Heirs, 
if I would come in a Witneſs againſt my 
Lord Shaftsbury. I told him they might 
meet with many Perſons in this Age that 
would accept of ſach Offers. I told him, 
if I had any thing to ſay it was the moſt 
proper time in Court for me and Witnelles 
to ſpeak their Knowledg. I told him did 
not know but the Preſence of a King and 
his Promiſes, might make a Man ſay more 
than what was true, or than he could ſay 
fairly in a Court. Mr. Booth ask'd me, if [ 
did not ride with my Sword and Piſtols out 
of Town with my Lord Shaftsbury when he 
went to Oxford? I told bim I did, I could 
not do leſs than walt upon him out of Town, 
. Who had been fo kind, with the reſt of the 
Lords Proprietors, to do me the Honour 
ro make me their Govyernour for the Coun- 
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needs be privy to this, That if His Majeſty 
would not paſs three Acts, one for exclu- 
ding the Duke of York, the next for makins 
void the Act of Queen El:zzaberh againſt 
Recuſants 3 and the third for uniting Pro- 
teſtant Subjects, then by force of Arms he 
was to be compelled. He told me all the 
Council was ſatisfied I knew this, aid as 
much as any Perſon, in regard that both 
my Lord Shaftsbury and my ſclf were dif- 
guſted at Court. He ſaid the Council knew 
{ was a Souldier, and was ſatisfied 1 was 
to aft in that Concern. I begun: now to 
conſider what a Fortune was now promis'd, 
and what a good Addition this 500 /: ad- 
ditional from the Duke of York would make 
to the former Promiſes; and after he was 
gone [ acquainted my Wife, and told her 
how great a Perſon ſhe was like to he: 
But this was no News to her for Mr. Boorh 
had often been deſiring her for her own 
good, to engage me in this honourable 
Service. Thus theſe things in our Trou- 
bles ſerved us to be merry with, ro con- 
ſider how eaſily we were like to leap into an 
Eſtate : But all this time we wers without 
fear and danger of enjoying ir, or any 
part of it, much lefs of intailing ic upou 
our Poſterity. | | 
_ Oktober the 15th, 1581, This day about 
Eleven a Clock Mr. Aowh came again to ms 
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to the Xing*s-Bench, to know of me if I 
yet would go to White-hall : 1 demanded, 
For what ? He told me, To evidence againſt 
the Earl of Shaftsbury; I told him 1 had 
nothing to ſay againit him. He impor- 
tuned me not to loſe this great Opportunity 
I now had. Before we parted, Mr. Baines 
came to us, I deſired to know why they 
ſhou!d be ſo urgent to have me a Witneſs. 
He told me there were none but Iriſh Wit- 
neſſes yet to: come againſt my Lord Shafts- 
bury, and they were not Perſons of Credit 3 
but if I would come in, altho I had been 
unfortunate in my private Concerns, yet 
I was not blemiſh'd in my Credit. Mr. Baines 
told me if I would not go to White-hall, 
the Marſhal had an Habeas Corpus from my 
Lord Chief Juſtice Pemberton, to carry me. 
So we parted. 

About Four a Clock in the Afternoon, 
the Marſhal came with Mr. Booth and 
Mr. Baines to require me to go along with 
him: I demanded whither : He told me 
to White-hall, I demanded to ſee his War- 
rant : He ſhewed it me : Now I was forced to 
obey. After my coming thither, in a little 
time I was caile1 into Mr, Secretary Jenkins's 
Office, wheze he and my Lord Conway 
were; who ſtrictly, but very fairly and ho- 
neſtly, examined me about my Lord Shafts- 
bury, and what I knew of any Deſign againſt 
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His Majeſty. I told them, as I did to ths 
former Attackers, I knew nothing. Great 
Arguments were uſed, but I could give no 
fatisfaftory Anſwer, as was (I conceive ) 
expected. After this His Majeſty came in- 
to the Office; when he ſaw me, he was 
pleaſed to do me the Honour to ſay, he 
knew me well, and that I had ſerved His 
Father and His Majeſty faithfully, and He 
hoped I would not decline my Obedience. 
To which I anſwered, I never deferved ro 
be ſuſpefted. His Majeſty was pleaſed to 
tel] me, He had not had the opportunity 
to ſerve his Friends, but hoped he might + 
He was pleaſed to promiſe to conſider me 
for my Sufferings. Then His Majeſty be- 
gan to examine me, ( if I had been exhorted 
by the beſt Divine in England, he could nor 
have ſaid more than his Majeſty ) in telling 
me what Kindneſs was intended me, was 
not with a deſign to invite me to ſpeak 2 
word but Truth it ſelf; and that if he 
knew I did, or any other Perſon, His Ma- 
jeſty would never endure them. Then His 
Majeſty demanded what I knew of a Deſign 
againſt His Perſon and Government ? I truly 
told His Majeſty, that I knew nothing of 
any Plot or Deſign againſt His Majeſty of 
Government ; that I admired why 1 ſhoil& 
be ſuſpected, that had ſerved His Majeſty 
and His Father in England arid beyons = 
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and was as inſtrumental as any Perſon in 
His Majeſty's Reſtoration : But ſome Per- 
ſons had poſſeſſed His Majeſty, 1 was deep 
in ſome Deſign againſt the Government, 
and knew much of my Lord Shaftsbury : 
So His Majeſty ſeemed not to be ſatisfied, 
but ſtill preſſed hard upon me. To all His 
Majeſty's Queſtions, I could give no An- 
ſwer that would fatisfy. Then His Ma- 
jeſty was pleaſed to tell me, If I would ſay, 
As I hoped to be ſaved, I knew nothing of any 
Deſign againſt His Perſon, he would believe 
me, which I did ſay in thoſe very words, 
which His Majeſty ſeemed to wonder at. 
Then I was left to Mr. Secretary 7enkns, 
who was pleaſed to uſe ſuch Arguments as 
he thonght fit. T1 told him I knew my Duty 
to His Majeſty, 1 would not draw a Sword 
againſt him, but I could freely do it againſt 
ſome of the Court that were Enemies to 
His Majeſty and his Friends; and ſo 1 was 
diſmiſſed out of the' Office, Then I was 
carried into another Room, where His Mas 
zeſty, my Lord Chancellor, Lord Halifax, 
Lord Hyde, the two Secretaries of State 
were, and the Lord Chief Juſtice Pember- 
z0n ,, where I was examined, Mr. Graham, 
Mr. Booth, and Mr. Baines preſent. My 
Lord Chancellor was ſharp upon me with 
ſeveral Queſtions, which I could give no 
Anſwer to. Content thus I was to run the 
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Gantlet from one place to another. My Lord 
Chancellor would not believe but I muſt be 
guilty of knowing great things againſt my 
Lord Shaftsbury. 1 told him if I could nor 
be believed upon my Word there, if they 
pleaſed to bring my Lord Shaftsbury upon 
his Trial, I would declare it in opea Court 
upon Oath what my Knowledg was, without 
any hopes of Gain or Advancement. My 
Lord Chancellor, I thank him, did me that 
Equity, to tell me, there were two ſorts of 
Advancement ; I need not give my ſelf thar 
trouble, for [ was like to come to my Trial 
my ſelf before my Lord Shafrsbury, My 
Lord Chancellor demanded of me, if 1 
had no Commiſſion for this new Service 
againſt His Majeſty : I told him, No. Then 
he told me, I was to have a Troop to con- 
fiſt of fifry Men : I told him, that was a 
{mall Troop I hoped that if ever I had a 
Command of a Troop, it ſhould be a better 
than that. But I deſired to know who gave 
that Information : He told me, Mr. Booth, 
who was by, and was liſted under me. [I 
deſired Mr. Booth to tell me, if he had given 
this Information, and made this Oath ? He 
told me, Yes, and it was true. I was un- 
concerned, and am, knowing my ſelf nor 
guilty: For I proteſt, in the preſence of 
Almighty God, by whom I expect to be 
judged, I never had s word with Mr. Booth, 
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or any other Perſon in my whole Life, 
tending to any ſuch thing, For at the 
ſame time that he ſaid this was to be, which 
was when the Parliament was to be laſt at 
Oxford, I had taken, on a Ship for Carolina, 
where I was to go Governour, a Buſineſs 
more to my Content than any Military 
Employ, eſpecially againſt His Majeſty and 
the Government. Bur I conceved this was 
in hojes of Reward, and to ſhew his Loy- 
alty ; for which, I belicve, he will neither 
be regarded nor rewarded. I told the 
Council, if they had ſuch acother Witneſs 
they mi-hr do my buſhneſs. I thank God 
i 2m not afraid of him, nor twenty more 
inch Wirneiies. if they come againſt me 
for "tis. weil known, he hath been accuſed 
and condemacd for Clipping and Colning, 
belides Murder, for which he had His Ma- 
zelty's gracious Pardon, as I have been in- 
formed, I an glad I live in ſuch Days, 
wherein Juries conceive they. are Judges 
as t Matter of Fact; for if they were 
nor, ] em fatished in this Swearing Age, 
many an Honeit Man would be forced to 
m2?rch before they know either Rank or 
F:le. Art the fame time I tcld my Lord 
Chanc:llor, if any honeſt Man would come 
and witneſs againſt me, I would never de- 
fire His Majeſty's Pardon, or ever will. 
Lzt all the World judg how unlikely it is, 
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that I ſhould be thus concerned, when I had 
about twenty eight Men-Servants, four or 
five Women-Servants, beſides my Wife, 
three Sons (of which two had been in His 
Majeſty's Service at Sea) and one Daugh- 
ter, all the Children I have, prepar'd, and 
lay at my Charge, intending for Carolina, 
and thought my ſelf happy ; and was re- 
ſolved to leave England, with a Reſolution 
to ſee 1f I could find a People that had leſs 
Wit, and more Honeſty, than I have found 
in my own Country; where, I muſt needs 
ſay, I have found very unfaithful Dealings 
amongſt ſuch as account themſelves Perſons 
of Honour and Quality. But truly, when 
I thought I had made my ſelf almoſt ready 
for my intended Voyage, I found my ſelf 
like a Man bewitched, that could neither 
budg nor ſtir, until at laſt ſome Debts that 
I was bound for fell upon me, and others 
of my own increaſed, being burdened with 
a great Charge, which unexpectedly put a 
ſtop at preſent to my intended Voyage. 
I did always intend to leave England ho- 
neſtly and honourably : Thoſe things fell 
ſo unexpectedly, that my ſelf and Witfe 
concluded there was a Divine Hand in it. 
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The Information of Jarvis James, Gent. 


| [ak James, Gent. do declare, That 
the above-named Captain Henry Wil. 
&1ſon Came ro me upon | veſday the 11h 
of Ocfober, 1681, in the Evening; and 
did thn, and likewiſe every day, from 
time to time afterwards, make me acquain- 
ted with the ſeveral Treaties and Tranf- 
a-tions betrwcen him the ſaid Captain Hen- 
ry Viilkinſon, and Mr. Baines, Mr. Booth, 
and Vir. Graham, and the ſeveral other 
Pcrions in this his Information mentioned 
and that they were the very ſame in ſub- 
ftance with what he hath herein ſet forth 
and deciarcd : for at his Requeſt, and for 
my own Satisfaction, I Kept a daily Jour- 
nal during the time of their treating. All 
whict ſhall be atteſted upon Oath, when 
required, 
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The Information of Mrs. Suſannah 
Wilkinſon, Wife of Captain Henry 
Wilkinſon. | 


The ſaid S»ſannah Wilkinſon do declare, 
That on Wednelday the 12th of Offs. 
ber, 1681, I went to the King*s-Bench Pri 
ſon, to ſpeak with my Husband. ( where 
I met with three Carpenters, which were 
entertained by him as Servants for Caroliza, 
and who had waited a long time, and not 
finding him likely to proceed in his Voyage, 
they deſired to be diſcharged ) 3 but not 
finding him in the K3ng's-Bench, I went 
with them to Mr. Weaver*s Houſe, where 
I found him in Company with Mr. Booth, 
and one Mr. Baines ( who were very large- 
ly treating my Husband with Wine. ) My 
Husband went out to perſwade the Servants, 
and diſcourſed them : Then Mr. Booth took 
an opportunity to ſpeak to me, and told 
me, my Husband was a moſt obſtinate Man 3 
and Mr. Booth delired me to periwade my 
Husband to be guided and perſwaded by 
him the ſaid Mr. Booth. And.he ſid, the 
King would do more for my Husbund than 
ever the Lord Shaftsbury would ; and that 
the King was ſenſible of my Husband's Ser- 
Vice 
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vice and Sufferings; and if my Husband 
would be perſwaded by him, the ſaid 
Mr. Booth, to appear againſt the Lord 
Shaftsbury, he was ſure my Husband would 
be the moſt kappy Man in the World, and 
that he ſhould have 5001. a Year ſettled 
upon him and his Heirs for ever. 

That on Friday Oftober the 14th, 1681, 
I was with my Husband at the King's- | 
Bench Priſon, when Mr. Booth came into our 
Room. Mr. Booth took an opportunity to 
ſpeak with me, and deſired me for God's 
ſake to perſwade my Husband to be ruled 
by him; which if my Husband would, he 
might be an happy Man, and the Duke of 
York would ſettle 5ool. a Year in Ireland 
upon my Husband and his Heirs; and very 
much intreated me to perſwade my Hul\. 
band to what he defired. All which ſhall 
be atteſted upon Oath, when required. 
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Refleftjons upon the two Afﬀidavits, and 
Captain Wilkinſon's Narrative. 


[7 appears by the Affidavit of Thomas Sam- 
ſon Gent. that Fohn Mac-Namarra, and 
Dennis his Brother, (who promiſed to ſwear 
whatſoever his Brother would have him 
ſwear) Edward Ivy, Bryan Haines, Fohn 
Smith and Turberfield, &c. were all in a Con- 
federacy for the corrupt Service of the 
Court, to ſwear Treaſon right or wrong, 
againſt all that were obnoxious to Whitehall, 
or ſhould oppoſe them in that Service z and 
tho confeſling to their Confidents they knew 
nothing of a Proteſtant Plot, yet conſulted 
Cellier the Romiſh Midwife, and her Prieſts 
in Newgate, how to ſham the Popiſh Plot, 
and make one for the Proteſtants; and in 
purſuance hereof, they took away the inno- 
cent Lives of Stephen Colledge, and Mr.Rouſe, 
of which they boaſted to ſuch as they 
thought they might with ſafety do it, that 
they knew nothing of Treaſon againſt el- 
ther of them, magnifying from thence the 
Service done their Maſters, as if Perjury 
was a Vertue. 

The Affidavit of Wiliam Shewen confirms 
what is before ſuggeſted 3 for he being a 
pregnant young Man, theſe Verlets Judging 
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him for their purpoſe, duckoyed him into 
their Company, hoping to make a Proſelyte 
of him 3 by which means he came to the 
knowledg of all their Secrets and De{gns : 
but his Parents being of good Subſtance, 
and ſober Perſ>''s, apprehending the dan- 
ger of their being raviſhed of uicir hild, 
by grear Induitry and ſome Charge, they 
recovered him out of the hands of theſe 
profligate Fellows, afrer he had for ſome 
time allociated with them; and then as a 
Teſtimony of his Repentance, and Sorrow 
for his Miſcarriage, he voluntarily-and of his 
own accord, out of hatred to their Practices, 
made this Diſcovery under his own Hand- 
writing, drawn up by himſelf withour the 
leaſt prompting thereunto; then preſented 
it to his Friends, and being called thereunto 
made Oath of the truth thereof. 

How far the Court was concerned in this 
Contrivance, may be calculated by that part 
Secretary Jenkins appears to have born in it, 
in his generous gratifying theſe infamous 
Witneſſes, even to that degree, as enabled 
them to live at the rate of 105. ordinary ; 
all which is worthy Obſervation, as alſo 
the providenttal preſerving Mr. Bethel (then 
Sheriff) from being murdered, of which 
they had ſo poſitively determined, that they 
proffered to lay ten to one, they would hang 
him before Chriſtmaſs: for tho they con- 
feſſed 
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feſſed they had nothing againſt him, yet in 
that time they ſaid they ſhould either get or 
make enough. And theſe and the like Wit- 
neſles were not only incouraged by the 
King's Bounty to them, but alſo by the 
allurance they had of ſuch Juries as would be- 
lieve any thing they ſhould ſay : for the King 
not obſerving the Rule the Law directs, in 
eleCting Sheriffs for the Counties, out of the 
three preſented to him,and after prick*d not 
changing of them, as by a judged Caſe ha 
ought to do, but chuſing them as he pleaſed, 
the Witnelles had no reaſon to doubt of 
Juries for their turn 3 and ſince the King's 
beſt Subjects were ſo much concerned as to 
the ſafety of their Lives in the Choice of 
Sheriffs, it belongs to their Repreſentatives 
in Parliament to prevent the like Practice 
in the future, by aſſerting the Law in this 
caſc, no other way being effeCtual : for it 
cannot be expected, that private Perſons 
ſhowld make themſelves obnox1ous to the 
King, by diſputing his Irregularities ; when 
if our King ſhall hereafter allume the Power 
of chuſing Sheriffs at large, he may have 
what Juries he pleaſeth to revenge himſelf 
upon any that ſhall oppoſe his Arbitrary 
Proceedings. 

Captain Wilkinſon's Merits from thoſe then 
in the Government is as well known, as his 
Information doth abundantly ſes forth 
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their monſtrous Ingratitnde towards him; 
and that for no other cauſe, than refuſing to 
depart from his Integrity, to be made in- 
ſtrumental by Perjury, in murdering the 
Innocent, to which he was tempted to that 
degree, both by Rewards and Threats, as 
is to be feared few in this Depraved Ape 
would have reſiſted : and for the Proof of 
this Obſervation, I recommend the Reader 
to the ſerious peruſal of the ſaid Narrative, 
and to take notice of the Ators therein ; for 
I know noreaſon why Greatneſs ſhould pri- 
vilege Immorality, but rather make it the 
more criminal in ſuch, when guilty thereof. 
And now with the following Additions to 
our Litany I conclude. 


From cheating and cozening, buying and 
ſelling Offices, Weakneſs and Wilfulneſs, 
Treachery and Perjury, Pride, Covetouſ- 
neſs and Ambition, Jacobites and de fatto 
Men, ill Nature and Ingratitude, Drunkards, 
Swearers, Murderers, Perſecutors, and all 
their Adherents, Good Lord deliver us, 
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Age 19. line 11. read yuine, f. ruined. 

Pag. 31.1. 2. I. Naval Stores, f. Naval Forces, 
Pag. 35, 1. 24. I. 800000, f. 80000, 
Fag. 37. I. 3. r. tempting, for attempting. 
Pag. 58.1. to. r, an Inſh Gentleman, t. an Iriſh Lord, 
Pap. 60. l. 3. I. it ought not, f. it cannot. 
Pag. 62.1. 23.r. Hanmaw, f, Hanover. 
Pag. 72. 1. 9. r. where, f. wherein. 
Pag. 76. l. I. r. Subornation, f. Subordination. 
Pag. 86.1. 25. I. than, f. then, 
Pag. 88. L. 37.I. 7 or 8ooo, f. 40 $000. 
Pag, 98. I. 21. I. bay, f. bare. 
Pag. 113. l. 8. I. ſuch as Soutraigns art, f. ſuch as were, 


All other literal Errors which may be found, the Rea- 
der is cefired to amend them 1n his reading, 


